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THE

PREFACE.
THEonly Tranflation in Englifh

of this Poem was executed many
Years ago by Mr. Creech: The
World was pleafed with the Per-

formance, and received it with the Applaufe

it deferved ; they faw an Author exceed-

ingly crabbed and abftrufe, delightfully

opened, fet off with great Learning, and

fweeten'd with the Charms of Poetry. Aft

Author (as Quintilian allows him) elegant

in his kind, curious and exadt in his Images,

happy in difpofing his Materials, flowing

even to Satiety in Inftances of a brisk and

ready Wit, pointed in his Satire, fevere in

A 2 Refle&ions,
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iv The PREFACE.
Reflections, grave in Precepts, quick and
vivacious in his Difcourfes, and every way
fitted for his bold Attempt.

These Excellencies made him extreme-

ly difficult to be followed. The learned

Cafaubon declares it impoffible j Mr. Eve-

lyn, who tranflated the firft Book, found

it a very difcouraging Task, and left off.

He fays himfelf,

Terfuaded that there was rich Ore,

J boldly launch 'd, and would new Worlds
explore h

'Deep Mines I Jaw, and hidden Wealth to

lie

In Rocky Entrails, and Sierra's high.

I Jaw a fruitful Soil, by none yet trod,

Refervdfor Heroes, orfome Demi-God $

Andurgdmy Fortune on j

Till rugged Billows, and a dangerous Coafl,

My venfrous Bark and rajh Attempt had

croft?

When landing, unknown Taths, and hard

Accejs

Made me defpond of pre-conceivd Succefsi

I
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^PREFACE.
I turrid my Trow, and the T>ifcovery

made,

But was too weak, too poor myfelf to

trade,

Much lefs to make a Conquejl;

And I believe any one who will be pleafed

to oblige the World with another, and

more corred Verfion, will be fufficiently

convinced of the Difficulty.

The Matter of this Poemmuft be confefled

to be rugged, fubtle,and ftubborn $ and every

Compofition of this kind is like aLandfcape,

where craggy Mountains and brokenWalls are

intermixed with fair Meadows and fmooth

Streams. Our Language (as Sir Henry
Wotton obferves) runs out into Froth and

Bubble, is copious in Complement, and in

Love-Expreffions, but very narrow and

barren in Terms of Art, and Phrafes fuited

to Philofophy 5 and thofe Technical Words
we have, move coarfely and cloudily in

Verfe. For thefe Reafons, the Poetical

Tranflation of Lucretius is often more
perplexed and harfh than the Original > it is,

in many Places, a wide and rambling Para-

A 3 phrafes
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vl ^ PREFACE.
phrafe ; in others Mr. Creech contra&s and

curtails his Author, and is frequently guilty of

Omiflions for many Lines together, tho' his

Numbers flow fweetly as he goes, and

charm you irrefiftibly. This is no wonder 5

for the Poet he undertook is not to be con-

fined and fhackled by the Rules of Rhyme j

his Verfe is neareft, and runs more naturally

intoProfe than any other, Juvenal and Ho-

race only excepted, among all the Claflicks. I

have endeavoured (becaufe difencurnberd

from the Fetters of Poetry) faithfully to dif-

clofe his Meaning in his own Terms, and to

fhew him whole and inure ; 1 have followed

the different Readings and Explications of the

befl: Expofitors, but whether agreeable to

the Mind of the Author or no, Comparifou

only can difcover.

And here I would have it be underftood,

that I tranflate Lucretius only as a Claffick

Writer of the firft Rank, and one of the

Venerable Fathers of Latin Poetry, with-

out thinking myfelf accountable for his

Principles, or juftifying his Syftem; and

whoever apprehends the Defign of this

Work, hi any other View, is a Perfon of

narrow

�7�K�H�3�5�(�)�$�&�(��

�S�K�U�D�I�H�� �L�Q�R�W�K�H�U�V�0�U���
�&�U�H�H�H�K�F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�V�D�Q�G
�F�X�U�W�D�L�O�V�K�L�V�$�X�W�K�R�U���D�Q�G�L�V�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\�J�X�L�O�W�\�R�I
�2�P�L�À�L�R�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�Q�\�/�L�Q�H�V�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�R�¶�K�L�V
�1�X�P�E�H�U�V�I�O�R�Z�I�Z�H�H�W�O�\�D�V �K�H�J�R�H�V���D�Q�G
�F�K�D�U�P�\�R�X�L�U�U�H�O�L�O�O�L�E�O�\���7�K�L�V�L�V�Q�R�Z�R�Q�G�H�U��
�I�R�U�W�K�H�3�R�H�W�K�H�X�Q�G�H�U�W�R�R�N�L�V�Q�R�W�W�R�E�H�F�R�Q��
�¿�Q�H�G�D�Q�G�O�K�D�F�N�O�H�G�E�\�W�K�H�5�X�O�H�V�R�I�5�K�\�P�H��
�K�L�V�9�H�U�I�H�L�V�Q�H�D�U�H�L�L���D�Q�G�U�X�Q�V�P�R�U�H�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�O�\
�L�Q�W�R�B�3�U�R�B�I�H�W�K�D�Q�D�Q�\�R�W�K�H�U���M�Q���Y�H�Q�D�O�D�Q�G�+�R��
�U�D�H�H�R�Q�O�\�H�[�F�H�S�W�H�G���D�P�R�Q�J�D�O�O�W�K�H�&�O�D�¿�L�F�N�V���,
�K�D�Y�H�H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�X�U�H�G���E�H�F�D�X�I�H�G�L�I�H�Q�F�X�P�E�H�U�L�G
�I�U�R�P�W�K�H�3�H�W�W�H�U�V�R�I�3�R�H�W�U�\���I�D�L�W�K�I�X�O�O�\�W�R�G�L�I��
�F�O�R�I�H�K�L�V�0�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�L�Q�K�L�V�R�Z�Q�7�H�U�P�V���D�Q�G�W�R
�^�K�H�Z�K�L�P�Z�K�R�O�H�D�Q�G�L�Q�W�L�U�F���,�K�D�Y�H�I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G
�W�K�H�G�L�I�)�H�L�
�H�Q�W�5�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V�D�Q�G�(�[�S�O�L�H�D�W�L�R�Q�V�R�I�W�K�H
�E�H�O�W�(�[�S�R�I�L�W�R�U�V���E�X�W�Z�K�H�W�K�H�U�D�J�U�H�H�D�E�O�H�W�R
�W�K�H�0�L�Q�G�R�I�W�K�H�$�X�W�K�R�U�R�U�Q�R���&�R�P�S�D�U�L�I�R�Q
�R�Q�O�\�F�D�Q�G�L�I�F�R�Y�H�U�� �9 �
 �


�$�1�' �K�H�U�H�,�Z�R�X�O�G�K�D�Y�H�L�W�E�H�X�Q�G�H�U�I�W�R�R�G��
�W�K�D�W�, �W�U�D�Q�À�D�W�H�/�]�W�H�U�H�W�]�Q�V�R�Q�O�\�D�V�D �&�O�D�À�L�F�N
�L�?�9�U�L�W�H�³���B�U�R�I�W�K�H�¿�U�L�L�5�D�Q�N���D�Q�G�R�Q�H�R�I�W�K�H
�9�H�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H�)�D�W�K�H�U�V�R�I�/�D�W�L�Q�3�R�H�W�U�\���Z�L�W�K��
�R�X�W�W�K�L�Q�O�F�L�Q�J�P�\�I�F���O�B�I�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�O�H�µ�I�R�U�K�L�V
�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���R�U�M�X�I�L�L�I�\�L�Q�J�K�L�V�6�\�À�H�P�V�D�Q�G
�Z�K�R�H�Y�H�U�D�S�S�U�H�K�H�Q�G�V�W�K�H�'�H�¿�J�Q�R�I�W�K�L�V
���†�����R���
�N���L�Q�D�Q�\�R�W�K�H�U�9�L�H�Z���L�V�D �3�H�U�I�R�Q

�O �4�4�,�,�4�:
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narrow and (tinted Conceptions 5 he is a

precife Fanatick in theRepublick of Letters,

and a fecret and ignorant Enemy to Human
Learning. It would make ftrange Havock

in the Learned World, if a Tranflator who
renders a Pagan Author, or a Tutor that

explains an old Clafllck to his Pupils, fhould

be judged to cultivate and defend all the

Folly and Impiety of the Heathen Mytholo-

gy : This would foon banifh thofe great

Founders of Knowledge and polite Litera-

ture out of all Methods of Education, and

introduce Barbarifm and Ignorance equal to

that of the Goths and Vandals, upon the

Ruins of every thing that is now called

Noble, Generous and Inftru&ive, by the

wifeft and the mod fenfible Part of Man-
kind.

Besides, Books that treat of Subjects

naturally fo obfcure and intricate as are

many of thofe of which Lucretius difputcs,

cannot be turned into our Language in fuch

a manner, as by a bare Tranflation only to

make them intelligible to a Reader merely

Englifo, and that has no Knowledge of the

JLanguages in which the Originals were com-
A 4 pofed ;

�7�K�H�3�5�(�)�$�&�(��

�Q�D�U�U�R�Z�D�Q�G�^�W�L�Q�W�H�G�&�R�Q�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V���K�H�L�V�D
�S�U�H�F�L�I�H�)�D�Q�D�W�L�H�N�L�Q�W�K�H�5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F�N�R�I�µ�/�H�W�W�H�U�V��
�D�Q�G�D�I�H�F�U�H�W�D�Q�G�L�J�Q�R�U�D�Q�W�(�Q�H�P�\�W�R�+�X�P�D�Q
�/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���,�W�Z�R�X�O�G�P�D�N�H�3�W�U�D�Q�J�H�+�D�Y�R�F�N
�L�Q�W�K�H�/�H�D�U�Q�H�G�:�R�U�O�G���L�I�D�7�U�D�Q�À�D�W�R�U�Z�K�R
�U�H�Q�G�H�U�V�D �3�D�J�D�Q�$�X�W�K�R�U���R�U�D �7�X�W�R�U�W�K�D�W
�H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V�D�Q�R�O�G�&�O�D�À�L�F�N�W�R�K�L�V�3�X�S�L�O�V���I�K�R�X�O�G
�E�H�M�X�G�J�H�G�W�R�H�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�D�Q�G�G�H�I�H�Q�G�D�O�O�W�K�H
�)�R�O�O�\�D�Q�G�,�P�S�L�H�W�\�R�I�W�K�H�+�H�D�W�K�H�Q�0�\�W�K�R�O�R��
�J�\�� �7�K�L�V�Z�R�X�O�G�I�R�R�Q�E�D�Q�L�O�K�W�K�R�I�H�J�U�H�D�W
�)�R�X�Q�G�H�U�V�R�I�.�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�D�Q�G�S�R�O�L�W�H�/�L�W�H�U�D��
�W�X�U�H�R�X�W�R�I�D�O�O�0�H�W�K�R�G�V�R�I�(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G
�L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�%�D�U�E�D�U�L�I�P�D�Q�G�,�J�Q�R�U�D�Q�F�H�H�T�X�D�O�W�R
�W�K�D�W�R�I�W�K�H�*�R�W�K�V�D�Q�G�9�D�Q�G�D�O�V���X�S�R�Q�W�K�H
�5�X�L�Q�V�R�I�H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J�W�K�D�W�L�V�Q�R�Z�F�D�O�O�H�G
���1�R�E�O�H���*�H�Q�H�U�R�X�V�D�Q�G�,�Q�I�W�U�X�¿�L�Y�H���E�\ �W�K�H
�Z�L�I�H�I�W�D�Q�G�W�K�H�P�R�L�¶���I�H�Q�¿�E�O�H�3�D�U�W�R�I�0�D�Q��
�N�L�Q�G��

�%�(�6�,�'�(�6���%�R�R�N�V�W�K�D�W�W�U�H�D�W�R�I�6�X�E�M�H�	�V
�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�O�\�I�R�R�E�I�F�X�U�H�D�Q�G�L�Q�W�U�L�F�D�W�H�D�V�D�U�H
�P�D�Q�\�R�I�W�K�R�I�H�R�I�Z�K�L�F�K�/�Q�H�U�H�W�L�Q�V�G�L�I�S�X�W�H�V��
�F�D�Q�Q�R�W�E�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G�L�Q�W�R�R�X�U�/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�L�Q�I�X�F�K
�D �P�D�Q�Q�H�U���D�V�E�\�D�E�D�U�H�7�U�D�Q�À�D�W�L�R�Q�R�Q�O�\�W�R
�P�D�N�H�W�K�H�P�L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�L�E�O�H�W�R�D�5�H�D�G�H�U�P�H�U�H�O�\
�(�Q�J�O�L���K���D�Q�G�W�K�D�W�K�D�V�Q�R�.�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�R�I�W�K�H
�/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�V�L�Q�Z�K�L�F�K�W�K�H�2�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�V�Z�H�U�H�F�R�P��
�� �$ ���� �S�R�O�H�G��
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pofed : for the Terms, tho' dark and diffi*

cult, muft neceffarily be retained, and by

Confequence their Force cannot be appre-

hended by Perfons of vulgar Abilities, and

of low Learning.

But if I fhould ftill fall under Cenfure

for beftowing fo much Time and Labour

upon an impious Poet 5 upon Lucretius,

who believes and endeavours to prove the

Mortality and Corporiety of the human

Soul, who denies a future State, and laughs

at Providence, who defends the Atheiftical

Hypothefis of <Democritus and Epicurus,

concerning the Indivifible Principles, and

the Nature of Things : In Anfwer to this

heavy Charge, not to mention, that for the

fame Reafon we ought to banifli from our

Studies the moft celebrated Authors of An-
tiquity, imce their Writings are in many
Places profane, impious, fabulous, falfe and

ridiculous ; fo that all our Poets, Orators,

Hiftorians, and Philofophers muft be avoid-

ed and thrownaway asDebauchers of Youth,

and Corrupters of Manners, if their Wri-

tings were once to be tried by the Standard

of Faith, and the Do&rines of Chriftianity :

Not

�Y�L�L�L �7�K�H�3�5�(�)�$�&�(��

�S�R�I�H�G�]�L�I�R�U�W�K�H�7�H�U�P�V���W�K�R�¶�G�D�U�N�D�Q�G�G�L�¿�L���L�B
�F�X�O�W���P�X�O�O���Q�H�F�H�O�I�D�U�L�O�\���E�H�U�H�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D�Q�G�E�\
�&�R�Q�I�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�W�K�H�L�U�)�R�U�F�H�F�D�Q�Q�R�W�E�H�D�S�S�U�H��
�K�H�Q�G�H�G�E�\�3�H�U�I�R�Q�V�R�I�Y�X�O�J�D�U�$�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G
�R�I�O�R�Z�/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J��

�
�a �%�8�7�L�I�,�L�K�R�X�O�G�)�U�L�O�O�I�D�O�O�X�Q�G�H�U�&�H�Q�I�X�U�H
�I�R�U�E�H�I�L�R�Z�L�Q�J�I�R�P�X�F�K�7�L�P�H�D�Q�G�/�D�E�R�X�U
�X�S�R�Q�D�Q�L�P�S�L�R�X�V�3�R�H�W���X�S�R�Q�/�Q�H�U�H�W�L�Q�V��
�Z�K�R�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�V�D�Q�G�H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�X�U�V�W�R�S�U�R�Y�H�W�K�H
�0�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\�D�Q�G�&�R�U�S�R�U�L�H�W�\�R�I�W�K�H�K�X�P�D�Q
�6�R�X�O���Z�K�R�G�H�Q�L�H�V�D�I�X�W�X�U�H�6�W�D�W�H���D�Q�G�O�D�X�J�K�V
�D�W�3�U�R�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���Z�K�R�G�H�I�H�Q�G�V�W�K�H�$�W�K�H�L�I�W�L�H�D�O
�+�\�S�R�W�K�H�¿�V�R�I�¼�'�H�U�Q�R�H�U�]�
�W�Q�V�D�Q�G�(�S�L�H�Q�U�Q�V��
�F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�Q�J�W�K�H�,�Q�G�L�Y�L�¿�E�O�H�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���D�Q�G
�W�K�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V�� �,�Q�$�Q�I�Z�H�U�W�R�W�K�L�V
�K�H�D�Y�\�&�K�D�U�J�H���Q�R�W�W�R�P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W�I�R�U�W�K�H
�I�D�P�H�5�H�D�I�R�Q�Z�H�R�X�J�K�W�W�R�E�D�Q�L�L�K�I�U�R�P�R�X�U
�6�W�X�G�L�H�V�W�K�H�P�R�I�W�F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G�$�X�W�K�R�U�V�R�I�$�Q��
�W�L�T�X�L�W�\���¿�Q�F�H�W�K�H�L�U�:�D�L�W�L�Q�J�V�D�U�H���L�Q�P�D�Q�\
�3�O�D�F�H�V�S�U�R�I�D�Q�H���µ�L�P�S�L�R�X�V���I�D�E�X�O�R�X�V���I�D�O�I�H�D�Q�G
�U�L�G�L�F�X�O�R�X�V���I�R�W�K�D�W�D�O�O�R�X�U�3�R�H�W�V���2�U�D�W�R�U�V��
�O���O�L�O�O�R�U�L�D�Q�V���D�Q�G�3�K�L�O�R�I�R�S�K�H�U�V�P�X�I�W�E�H�D�Y�R�L�G��
�H�G�D�Q�G�W�K�U�R�Z�Q�D�Z�D�\�D�V�'�H�E�D�X�F�K�H�U�V�R�I�<�R�X�W�K��
�D�Q�G�&�R�U�U�X�S�W�H�U�V�R�I�0�D�Q�Q�H�U�V���L�I�W�K�H�L�U�:�U�L��
�W�L�Q�J�V�Z�H�U�H�R�Q�F�H�W�R�E�H�W�U�L�H�G�E�\ �W�K�H�6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G
�R�I�)�D�L�W�K���D�Q�G�W�K�H�'�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H�V�R�I�&�K�U�L�¿�L�D�Q�L�W�\��

�� �� �1�R�W
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Not to infift upon this, I will boldly ven-

ture to fay, that whatever Proportions Lu-
cretius advances contrary to our Religion

are fo vifibly and notorioufly falfe, and con-

fequently fo eafy to be anfwered, that they

cannot fhake or ftagger any one's Faith that

can give a Reafon for his Belief. What Dan-
ger can any Man apprehend, while he reads

that ridiculous Doftrine of the Epicurean

Philofophers, concerning their Atoms, or

minute indivisible Corpufcles, which they

held to be the firfl: Principles of all Things \

An Opinion fo abfurd, that only to men-
tion it is to confute it. When the Poet

thinks he has fully demonftrated the Corpo-

rality of the HumanSoul, and brings no lefs

than fix and twenty Arguments to prove its

Mortality, upon full Confideration they ap-

pear of fo little Force, and fo obvious to be

confuted, that fo far from confounding a

Chriftian s Faith, no Man, but of ordinary

Capacity, can, upon fo (lender and uncon-

vincing Proofs, believe, if he would, that

the Soul dies with the Body ; nor are his Ar-

guments, by which he labours to overthrow

the Belief of a Divine Providence, and to

wreft the Power of Creation out of the

Hands

�7�K�H�3�5�(�)�$�&�(��
�1�R�W�W�R�L�Q�I�L�O�W�X�S�R�Q�W�K�L�V���, �Z�L�O�O�E�R�O�G�O�\�Y�H�Q��
�W�X�U�H�W�R�I�D�\���W�K�D�W�Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U�3�U�R�S�R�I�W�L�R�Q�V�/�Q��
�H�U�H�W�L�Q�V���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�V�F�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\�W�R�R�X�U�5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q
�D�U�H�I�R�Y�L�¿�E�O�\�D�Q�G�Q�R�W�R�U�L�R�X�À�\�I�D�O�I�H���D�Q�G�F�R�Q��
�I�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\�I�R�H�D�I�\�W�R�E�H�D�Q�I�Z�H�U�H�G���W�K�D�W�W�K�H�\
�F�D�Q�Q�R�W�O�K�D�N�H�R�U�µ�¿�D�J�J�H�U�D�Q�\�R�Q�H�¶�V�)�D�L�W�K�W�K�D�W
�F�D�Q�*�L�Y�H�D�5�H�D�I�R�Q�I�R�U�K�L�V�%�H�O�L�H�I���:�K�D�W�'�D�Q���'

�J�H�U�F�D�Q�D�Q�\�0�D�Q�D�S�S�U�H�K�H�Q�G���Z�K�L�O�H�K�H�U�H�D�G�V
�W�K�D�W�U�L�G�L�F�X�O�R�X�V�'�R�p�W�U�L�Q�H�R�I�W�K�H�(�S�L�H�Q�U�H�D�Q
�3�K�L�O�R�I�R�S�K�H�U�V���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�Q�J�W�K�H�L�U�$�W�R�P�V���R�U
�P�L�Q�X�W�H�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�I�L�E�O�H�&�R�U�S�X�I�F�O�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K�W�K�H�\
�K�H�O�G�W�R�E�H�W�K�H�¿�U�O�W�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�R�I�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V�"
�$�Q�2�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�I�R�D�E�I�X�U�G���W�K�D�W�R�Q�O�\�W�R�P�H�Q��
�W�L�R�Q�L�W�L�V�W�R�F�R�Q�I�X�W�H�L�W���:�K�H�Q�W�K�H�3�R�H�W
�W�K�L�Q�N�V�K�H�K�D�V�I�X�O�O�\�G�H�P�R�Q�I�W�U�D�W�H�G�W�K�H�&�R�U�S�R��
�U�D�O�L�W�\�R�I�W�K�H�+�X�P�D�Q�6�R�X�O���D�Q�G�E�U�L�Q�J�V�Q�R�O�H�I�V
�W�K�D�Q�¿�[�D�Q�G�W�Z�H�Q�W�\�$�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�V�W�R�S�U�R�Y�H�L�W�V
�0�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\���X�S�R�Q�I�X�O�O�&�R�Q�¿�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�W�K�H�\�D�S��
�S�H�D�W�R�I�I�R�O�L�W�W�O�H�)�R�U�F�H���D�Q�G�I�R�R�E�Y�L�R�X�V�W�R�E�H
�F�R�Q�I�X�W�H�G���W�K�D�W�I�R�I�D�U�I�U�R�P�F�R�Q�I�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�D
�&�K�U�L�L�O�L�D�Q�¶�V�)�D�L�W�K���Q�R�0�D�Q���E�X�W�R�I�R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\
�&�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���F�D�Q���X�S�R�Q�I�R�^�O�H�Q�G�H�U�D�Q�G�X�Q�F�R�Q��
�Y�L�Q�F�L�Q�J�3�U�R�R�I�V���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���L�I�K�H�Z�R�X�O�G���W�K�D�W
�W�K�H�6�R�X�O�G�L�H�V�Z�L�W�K�W�K�H�%�R�G�\�V �Q�R�U�D�U�H�K�L�V�$�U��
�J�X�P�H�Q�W�V���E�\�Z�K�L�F�K�K�H�O�D�E�R�X�U�V�W�R�R�Y�H�U�W�K�U�R�Z
�W�K�H�%�H�O�L�H�I�R�I�D �'�L�Y�L�Q�H�3�U�R�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G�W�R
�Z�U�H�O�O�W�K�H�3�R�Z�H�U�R�I�&�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�R�X�W�R�I�W�K�H
�� �a �+�D�Q�G�V
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Hands of Omnipotence, more cogent or

perfuafive. And what Chriftian will not be

pleafed to obferve, that not even the mod
piercing Wit of Lucretius has been able

to advance any Thing folid againft the Power

of that infinite God whom he adores $ es-

pecially confidering, if any fuch Impieties

could have been defended, he .was certainly

capable of defending them.

*Si Tergamadextra

T>efendi pojfent certe hac defenfafuiffent.

VlRG.

Not that we arc to fuppofe, that what-

ever Lucretius writ was impious, falfe or

ridiculous > fo far from that, many excel-

lent Things are contained in his Poem, ma-

ny that deferve to be well read and remerrx-

ber'd by the beft of Chriftians. Howexcel-

lently does he declaim againft Ambition,

Injufticeand Cruelty? againft Superftition,

and the Fear of Death? againft Avarice,

Luxury, and Lull? and the diforder'd Paf-

fions of the Mind, and difhoneft Pleafurcs

of the Body? Is he not ever exhorting his

Memmius to Sobriety, Temperance, Cha-

ftity,

�7�K�H�3�5�(�)�$�&�(��
�?

�+�D�Q�G�V�R�I�2�P�Q�L�S�R�W�H�Q�F�H���´�P�R�U�H�F�R�J�H�Q�W�R�U
�S�H�U�I�X�D�L�L�Y�H���$�Q�G�Z�K�D�W�&�K�U�L�L�W�L�D�Q�Z�L�O�O�Q�R�W�E�H
�S�O�H�D�I�H�G�W�R�R�E�I�H�U�Y�H���W�K�D�W���Q�R�W�H�Y�H�Q�W�K�H�P�R�O�W
�S�L�H�U�F�L�Q�J�:�L�W�R�I�/�X�F�U�H�W�L�X�V�K�D�V�E�H�H�Q�µ�D�E�O�H
�W�R�D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�D�Q�\�7�K�L�Q�J�I�R�O�L�G�D�J�D�L�Q�O�L�W�K�H�3�R�Z�H�U
�µ�R�I�W�K�D�W�L�Q�¿�Q�L�W�H�*�R�G�Z�K�R�P�K�H�D�G�R�U�H�V���H�I��
�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\�F�R�Q�¿�G�F�U�L�Q�J���L�I�D�Q�\�I�X�F�K�,�P�S�L�H�W�L�H�V
�F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H�
�E�H�H�Q�G�H�I�H�Q�G�H�G���K�H�Z�D�V�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\
�F�D�S�D�E�O�H�R�I�G�H�I�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�W�K�H�P��

�6�L�7�H�U�J�D�U�Q�D�G�H�[�W�U�G
�µ�'�H�I�H�Q�G�L�S�R�À�H�Q�W�F�H�U�W�H�K�G�H�G�H�B�I�H�Q�M�D�¿�L�L�À���H�Q�W��

�ª �9�,�5 �H������

�1�R�U�W�K�D�W�Z�H�D�U�H�W�R�I�X�S�S�R�I�H���W�K�D�W�Z�K�D�W��
�H�Y�H�U�/�X�F�U�H�W�L�X�V�Z�U�L�W�Z�D�V�L�P�S�L�R�X�V���I�D�O�I�H�R�U
�U�L�G�L�F�X�O�R�X�V���I�R�I�D�U�I�U�R�P�W�K�D�W���P�D�Q�\�H�[�F�H�O��
�O�H�Q�W�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D�U�H�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G�L�Q�K�L�V�3�R�H�P���P�D��
�Q�\�W�K�D�W�G�F�I�F�U�Y�H�W�R�E�H�Z�H�O�O�U�H�D�G�D�Q�G�U�H�P�H�P��
�E�H�U�¶�G�E�\�W�K�H�E�H�O�L�R�I�&�K�U�L�O�L�L�D�Q�V���+�R�Z�H�[�F�H�O��
�O�H�Q�W�O�\�G�R�H�V�K�H�G�H�F�O�D�L�P�D�J�D�L�Q�O�W�$�P�E�L�W�L�R�Q��
�O�Q�M�X�O�L�L�F�H�D�Q�G�&�U�X�H�O�W�\�"�D�J�D�L�Q�O�O�6�X�S�H�U�O�L�L�W�L�R�Q��
�D�Q�G�W�K�H�3�H�D�U�R�I�'�H�D�W�K�"�D�J�D�L�Q�O�O�$�Y�D�U�L�F�H��
�/�X�[�X�U�\���D�Q�G�/�X�O�L�L�D�Q�G�W�K�H�G�L�I�R�U�G�H�U�¶�G�3�D�O����
�¿�R�Q�V�R�I�W�K�H�0�L�Q�G���D�Q�G�G�L�O�K�R�Q�H�I�W�3�O�H�D�I�X�U�H�V
�R�I�W�K�H�%�R�G�\�"�,�V�K�H�Q�R�W�H�Y�H�U�H���[�K�R�U�W�L�Q�J�K�L�V
�0�H�Q�X�Q�L�X�V�W�R�6�R�E�U�L�H�W�\���7�H�P�S�H�U�D�Q�F�H���&�K�D��

�¿�L�W�\��
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ftity, and Magnanimity? Infomuch, that

what 'Diogenes writes of Epicurus fecms

to be true, that he was falfely accufed of

indulging himfelf too much in Pleafure?

and that it was a mere Calumny to wreft to

a wrong Senfe the Meaning of that Philo-

fopher, and to interpret what he faid of the

Tranquillity of the Mind, as if it had been

fpoken of the fenfual Delights of the Body.

Galen reprefents this Philofopher as a Per-

fon of confummate Virtue and Continence,

that exclaimed conftantly againft the Ufe of

Venereal A&ions, that negle&ed the Ad-
vantages of Life, and contemned all Dain-

tinefs and Excefs, in Eating, Drinking and
Apparel, and would often fay, That Bread
and Water in time of Want afforded the

greatefi Tleafure. Thus lived Epicurus^

whofe very Name neverthelefs has, for ma-
ny Ages, been ufed as a Proverb, to mark
out an atheiftical, voluptuous Wretch, ad-

dicted to all manner of Senfuality. Thus
too lived his Followers, wTho neverthelefs

are called impious Libertines, and reprefen-

ted as a Herd of Swine, indulging thern-

felves in Pleafure, and wallowing in all

manner of Impurities.

! Epcuri degrege Torci. Hor.
I

�7�K�H�3�5�(�)�$�&�(��

�I�W�L�W�\���D�Q�G�0�D�J�Q�D�Q�L�P�L�W�\�"�,�Q�I�R�P�X�F�K���W�K�D�W
�Z�K�D�W�µ�'�L�R�J�H�Q�H�V�Z�U�L�W�H�V�R�I�(�S�L�H�X�U�X�V�I�H�H�P�V
�W�R�E�H�W�U�X�H���W�K�D�W�K�H�Z�D�V�I�D�O�I�H�O�\�D�F�F�X�I�H�G�R�I
�L�Q�G�X�O�J�L�Q�J�K�L�P�I�H�O�I���W�R�R�P�X�F�K�L�Q�3�O�H�D�I�X�U�H�!
�D�Q�G�W�K�D�W�L�W�Z�D�V�D�P�H�U�H�&�D�O�X�P�Q�\�W�R�Z�U�H�O�L�W�R
�D �Z�U�R�Q�J�6�H�Q�I�H�W�K�H�0�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�R�I�W�K�D�W�3�K�L�O�R��
�I�R�S�K�H�U���D�Q�G�W�R�L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�Z�K�D�W�K�H�I�D�L�G�R�I�W�K�H
�7�U�D�Q�T�X�L�O�O�L�W�\�R�I�W�K�H�0�L�Q�G���D�V�L�I�µ�L�W�K�D�G�E�H�H�Q
�I�S�R�N�H�Q�R�I�W�K�H�I�H�Q�I�X�D�O�'�H�O�L�J�K�W�V�R�I�W�K�H�%�R�G�\��
�*�D�O�H�Q�U�H�S�U�H�I�H�Q�W�V�W�K�L�V�3�K�L�O�R�I�R�S�K�H�U�D�V�D�3�H�U��
�I�R�Q�R�I�F�R�Q�I�X�P�P�D�W�H�9�L�U�W�X�H�D�Q�G�&�R�Q�W�L�Q�H�Q�F�H��
�W�K�D�W�H�[�F�O�D�L�P�H�G�F�R�Q�I�W�D�Q�W�O�\�D�J�D�L�Q�L�W�W�K�H�8�I�H�R�I
�9�H�Q�H�U�H�D�O�$�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�K�D�W�Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�H�G�W�K�H�$�G��
�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�V�R�I�/�L�I�H���D�Q�G�F�R�Q�W�H�P�Q�H�G�D�O�O�'�D�L�Q��
�W�L�Q�H�O�V�D�Q�G�(�[�F�H�I�V���L�Q�(�D�W�L�Q�J���'�U�L�Q�N�L�Q�J�D�Q�G
�$�S�S�D�U�H�O���D�Q�G�Z�R�X�O�G�R�I�W�H�Q�µ�I�D�\���7�K�D�W�%�U�H�D�G
�D�Q�G�:�D�W�H�U�L�Q�W�L�P�H�R�I�:�D�Q�W�D�I�I�R�U�G�H�G�W�K�H
�J�U�H�D�W�À�7�O�H�D�I�X�U�H���7�K�X�V�O�L�Y�H�G�(�S�L�H�X�U�X�V��
�Z�K�R�I�H�Y�H�U�\�1�D�P�H�Q�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�O�L�V�K�D�V���I�R�U�P�D��
�Q�\�$�J�H�V���E�H�H�Q�X�I�H�G�D�V�D �3�U�R�Y�H�U�E���W�R�P�D�U�N
�R�X�W�D�Q�D�W�K�H�L�À�L�F�D�O���Y�R�O�X�S�W�X�R�X�V�?�9�U�H�W�F�K���D�G��
�G�L�F�L�H�G�W�R�¶�D�O�O�P�D�Q�Q�H�U�R�I�6�F�Q�I�X�D�O�L�W�\���7�K�X�V
�W�R�R�O�L�Y�H�G�K�L�V�)�R�O�O�R�Z�H�U�V���Z�K�R�Q�H�Y�H�W�W�K�H�O�H�I�J
�D�U�H�F�D�O�O�H�G�L�P�S�L�R�X�V�/�L�E�H�U�W�L�Q�H�V���D�Q�G�U�H�S�U�H�I�H�Q��
�W�H�G�D�V�D�a �+�H�U�G�R�I�6�Z�L�Q�H���L�Q�G�X�O�J�L�Q�J�W�K�H�P��
�I�H�O�Y�H�V�L�Q�3�O�H�D�I�X�U�H���D�Q�G�Z�D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�L�Q�D�O�O
�P�D�Q�Q�H�U�R�I�,�P�S�X�U�L�W�L�H�V���� ��

�����������(�O�R�L�H�X�U�L�G�H�J�U�H�J�H�7�R�U�H�L���+�R�Q��
�
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I shall conclude upon this Occafion,

with the Chara&er of Lucretius, and his

excellent Poem, given by <r
Dionyfius Lambi-

nus, in his Epiftle Dedicatory to Charles IX.

the moft Chriftian King.

'The Poem of Lucretius^ tho* he ad-
€ vances in it fome Opinions that are repug-

* nantto our Religion, isneverthelefs aPoem,
* nay, and a beautiful noble Poem too, di-

* ftinguifhed, illuftrated and adorned with all

' the Brightnefs of Wit and Fancy. What
* tho Ej>icurusmd Lucretius were impious,

\ are we who read them therefore impious
'too? How many Affcrtions are there in
' this Poem that are agreeable to the Opi-
c nions and Maxims of other Philofophers ?

'How many probable? how many excellent,

'and aimoft Divine ? Thefe let us lay hold
c on, thefe let us feize, thefe let us approve
< of. Befides, are we fo credulous as to

'believe, that what Affertions foever all
1 manner of Writers have left recorded in
i their Works, are as true, as if they had been
1 pronounced from the Oracle of Apollo ?
1 And fihce we daily read many Things that

'are

�[�L�L �7�K�H�3 �5 �(�
�) �$ �&�(��
��

�, �6�+�$�/�/���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�X�S�R�Q�W�K�L�V�2�F�F�D�O�L�R�Q�����L
�Z�L�W�K�W�K�H�&�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U�R�I�/�X�F�U�H�W�L�X�V���D�Q�G�K�L�V
�H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W�3�R�H�P���J�L�Y�H�Q�E�\�µ�'�L�R�Q�\�¿�X�V�/�D�U�Q�K�L��
�Q�X�V���L�Q�K�L�V�a�(�S�L�I�W�O�H�'�H�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�\�W�R�&�K�D�U�O�H�V�
�O�;��
�W�K�H�P�R�O�W�&�K�U�L�I�W�L�D�Q�.�L�Q�J���� �¶

�µ�7�+�( �3�R�H�P�R�I�/�X�F�U�H�W�L�X�V���W�K�R�¶�K�H�µ�O�D�G��
�I�Y�D�Q�F�H�V�L�Q�L�W�I�R�P�H�2�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V�W�K�D�W�D�U�H�
�U�H�S�X�J��
�µ�Q�D�Q�W�W�R�R�X�U���5�H�
�O�L�J�L�R�Q���L�V�Q�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�I�V�a�D�3�R�H�P��
�µ�Q�D�\���D�Q�G�D�" �E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�Q�R�E�O�H�3�R�H�P�W�R�R���G�L��
�³�¿�L�Q�J�X�L�À�L�H�G���L�O�O�X�L�W�U�D�W�H�G�D�Q�G�D�G�R�U�Q�H�G�Z�L�W�K�D�O�O
�µ�W�K�H�%�U�L�J�K�W�Q�H�I�V�R�I�9�9�L�W�D�Q�G�)�D�Q�F�\���µ�µ�:�K�D�W
�µ�W�K�R�¶�(�B�S�L�F�X�U�X�V�D�Q�G�/�X�F�U�H�W�L�X�V�Z�H�U�H�L�P�S�L�R�X�V��
�µ�D�U�H�Z�H�³�Z�K�R�U�H�D�G�³�W�K�H�P�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�L�P�S�L�R�X�V
�µ�W�R�R�"�+�R�Z�P�D�Q�\�$�I�I�H�U�W�L�R�Q�V�D�U�H�W�K�H�U�H�L�Q
�µ�W�K�L�V�3�R�H�P�W�K�D�W�D�U�H�D�J�U�H�H�D�E�O�H�W�R�W�K�H�2�S�L��
�µ�Q�L�R�Q�V�D�Q�G�0�D�[�L�P�V�R�I�R�W�K�H�U�3�K�L�O�R�I�R�S�K�H�U�V�3
�µ�+�R�Z�P�D�Q�\�S�U�R�E�D�E�O�H�"�K�R�Z�P�D�Q�\�H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W��
�µ�D�Q�G�D�O�P�R�I�W�'�L�Y�L�Q�H�"�7�K�H�I�H�O�H�W�X�V�O�D�\�K�R�O�G
�µ�R�Q���W�K�H�I�H�O�H�W�X�V�I�H�L�]�H���W�K�H�I�H�O�H�W�X�V�D�S�S�U�R�Y�J
�µ�R�I���²���a �%�H�O�L�G�H�V���D�U�H�Z�H�I�R�F�U�H�G�X�O�R�X�V�D�V�W�R
���µ�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�D�W�Z�K�D�W�$�O�I�H�U�W�L�R�Q�V�I�R�H�Y�H�U�D�O�O
�µ�P�D�Q�Q�H�U�R�I�?�9�U�L�W�H�U�V�K�D�Y�H�O�H�I�W�U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G�L�Q
�µ�W�K�H�L�U�:�R�U�N�V���D�U�H�D�V�W�U�X�H���D�V�L�I�W�K�H�\�K�D�G�E�H�H�Q
�µ�S�U�R�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�I�U�R�P�W�K�H�2�U�D�F�O�H�R�I�$�O�M�U�R�O�O�R�"
�µ�$�Q�G�I�L�K�F�H�Z�H�G�D�L�O�\�U�H�D�G�P�D�Q�\�7�K�L�Q�J�V�W�K�D�W
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are fabulous, incredible and falfe, either to

give fomeRefpite to our Minds, or to make
us the more willingly acquiefce in, and the

more conftantly to adhere to fuch as are in-

difputably true, what reafon is there that

we fhould contemn Lucretius, a moft ele-

gant and beautiful Poet, the moft polite,

and the moft ancient of all the LatinWti-

ters, from whom Virgil and Horace have

in many Places borrowed not half, but

whole Verfes ? He, when he difputes of the

indivifible Corpufcles or firft Principles of

Things, of their Motion, and of their va-

rious Figuration, of the Void, of the Ima-

ges, ortenuiousMembranes that fly off from
the Surface of all Bodies, of the Nature of

the Mind and Soul, of the Rifing and Set-

ting of the Planets, of the Eclipfe of the

Sun and Moon, of the Nature of Light-

ning, of the Rainbow, of the Caufes of

Difeafes, and of many other Things, is

learned, witty, judicious and elegant. In

the Introductions to his Books, in his Com-
parifons, in his Examples, in his Difputa-

tions againft the Fear of Death, concerning

the Inconveniencies and the Harms of Love,

of Sleep, and of Dream.?, he is copious,
1 difcreet,

�7�K�H�3�5�(�)�$�&�(��

�µ�D�U�H�I�D�E�X�O�R�X�V���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H�D�Q�G�I�D�O�I�H���H�L�W�K�H�U�W�R
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XIV The PREFACE,
difcreet, eloquent, knowing and fablime £

we not only read Horner^ but even get him
by heart, becaufe under the Veil of Fables,

partly obfcene and partly abfurd, he has in

a manner included the Knowledge of all

natural and human Things. Shall we not

then hear Lucretius, who, without the

Difguife of Fables, and fuch Trifles, not

truly indeed, nor pioufly, but plainly and

openly, and as an Epicurean, ingenioufly,

wittily and learnedly, and in the mod cor-

red and pureft of Styles, difputes of the

Principles, and Caufes of Things, of the

Univerfe, of the Parts of the World, of a

happy Life, and of Things Celeftial and

Terreftrial ? And tho' in many Places he

diffents from Tlato, tho* he advances ma-

ny Affertions that are repugnant to our Re-

ligion, we ought not therefore to defpife

and fet at nought thofe Opinions of his, m
which not only the ancient Philofophers,

but we, whoprofefsChriftianity, agree with

him. How admirably does he difpute of

the reftraining of Pleafures, of the bridling

of Paffions, and of the attaining Tranquil-

lity of Mind ? How wittily does he rebuke

and confute thofe who affirm that nothing
c can

�7�K�H�3�5�(�)�$�&�(�µ��

�
�a�G�L�I�F�U�H�H�W���H�O�R�T�X�H�Q�W���N�Q�R�Z�L�Q�J�D�Q�G�I�Q�E�O�L�P�F��
�µ�Z�H�Q�R�W�R�Q�O�\�U�H�D�G�+�R�P�H�U���E�X�W�H�Y�H�Q�
�J�H�W�K�L�P
�µ�E�\�K�H�D�U�W���E�H�F�D�X�I�H�X�Q�G�H�U�W�K�H�9�H�L�O�R�I�)�D�E�O�H�V��
�µ�S�D�U�W�O�\�R�E�I�F�H�Q�H�D�Q�G�S�D�U�W�O�\�D�E�I�X�U�G���K�H�K�D�V�L�Q
�µ�D�P�D�Q�Q�H�U�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�W�K�H�.�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�R�I�D�O�O
�µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�D�Q�G�K�X�P�D�Q�7�K�L�Q�J�V���6�K�D�O�O�Z�H�Q�R�W�¶
�µ�W�K�H�Q�K�H�D�U�/�X�W�U�H�
�W�L�X�V���O�Z�K�R���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�W�K�H
�µ�'�L�I�J�X�L�I�H�R�I�)�D�E�O�H�V���D�Q�G�I�X�F�K�7�U�L�À�H�V���Q�R�W
�µ�W�U�X�O�\�L�Q�G�H�H�G���Q�R�U�S�L�R�X�À�\���E�X�W�S�O�D�L�Q�O�\�D�Q�G
�µ�R�S�H�Q�O�\���D�Q�G�D�V�D�Q�(�S�L�F�X�U�H�D�Q���L�Q�J�H�Q�L�R�X�À�\��
�µ�Z�L�W�W�L�O�\�D�Q�G�O�H�D�U�Q�H�G�O�\���D�Q�G�L�Q�W�K�H�P�R�O�W�F�R�U��
�µ�U�H�p�W�D�Q�G�S�X�U�H�I�W�R�I�6�W�\�O�H�V���G�L�I�S�X�W�H�V�R�I�W�K�H
�µ�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���D�Q�G�&�D�X�I�H�V�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V���R�I�W�K�H
�µ�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�I�H���R�I�W�K�H�3�D�U�W�V�R�I�W�K�H�?�9�R�U�O�G���R�I�D
�µ�K�D�S�S�\�/�L�I�H���D�Q�G�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V�&�H�O�H�I�W�L�D�O�D�Q�G
�µ�7�H�U�U�H�I�O�U�L�D�O�"�$�Q�G�W�K�R�¶�L�Q�P�D�Q�\�3�O�D�F�H�V�K�H
�µ�G�L�¿�H�Q�W�V�I�U�R�P�7�L�D�U�D���W�K�R�¶�K�H�D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�V�P�D��
�µ�Q�\�$�O�I�H�U�W�L�R�Q�V�W�K�D�W�D�U�H�U�H�S�X�J�Q�D�Q�W�W�R�R�X�U�5�H��
�I�O�L�J�L�R�Q���Z�H �R�X�J�K�W�Q�R�W�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�W�R�G�H�I�S�L�I�H
�µ�D�Q�G�I�H�W�D�W�Q�R�X�J�K�W�W�K�R�I�H�2�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V�R�I�K�L�V���L�Q
�
�µ�Z�K�L�F�K�Q�R�W�R�Q�O�\�W�K�H�D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W�3�K�L�O�R�I�R�S�K�F�U�V��
�µ�E�X�W�Z�H���Z�K�R�S�U�R�I�H�I�V�&�K�U�L�¿�L�D�Q�L�W�\���D�J�U�H�H�Z�L�W�K
�µ�K�L�P���+�R�Z�D�G�P�L�U�D�E�O�\�G�R�F�V�K�H�G�L�I�S�X�W�H�R�I
�µ�W�K�H�W�H�I�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�R�I�3�O�H�D�I�X�U�H�V���R�I�W�K�H�E�U�L�G�O�L�Q�J
�µ�R�I�3�D�À�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G�R�I�W�K�H�D�W�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�7�U�D�Q�T�X�L�O��
�µ�O�L�W�\�R�I�0�L�Q�G�"�+�R�Z�Z�L�W�W�L�O�\�G�R�H�V�K�H�U�H�E�X�N�H
�I�D�Q�G�F�R�Q�I�X�W�H�W�K�R�I�H�Z�K�R�D�O�¿�W�P�W�K�D�W�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J
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72* PREFACE. xv

'can be perceived, and nothing known ? and
e who fay that the Senfes are fallacious ? How
* fully he defends the Certainty of Senfe ?

*How beautiful are his Defcriptions ? How
' graceful, as the Greeks call them, are his

' Epifodes ? How fine are his Defcriptions of
c Colours, of Mirrours, of the Loadftone,
c and of the Averni ? How ferious and aw-
* ful are his Exhortations to live continently,
c

juftly, temperately, and innocently ? What
c

fhall we fay of his 'DiBion, than which no-
* thing can be faid or imagined more pure,
4 more correft, more clear, or more elegant.
c

I make not the leaft Scruple to affirm, that
€

in all the Latin Tongue, no Author fpeaks
c Latin better than Lucretius

7 and that the
* 'Diffion, neither of Cicero, nor of Cafar

9
4

is more pure/

The Notes that attend this Tranfhtion .

are fufficient, I think, to explain the Text
to thofe, who are properly qualified to read

this Work $ and to fuch who are not fo, a

more copious and particular Comment
could be of no ufe.

THE
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�µ�P�R�U�H�F�R�U�U�H�F�W���P�R�U�H�F�O�H�D�U���R�U�P�R�U�H�H�O�H�J�D�Q�W��
�µ�,�P�D�N�H�Q�R�W�W�K�H�O�H�D�I���6�F�U�X�S�O�H�W�R�D�¿�L�U�P���W�K�D�W
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THE

LIFE
O F

LUCRETIUS.

xvij

WEhave few Materials left from

whence to colled the proper Cir-

cumftances that relate to the Life

of Lucretius v we ate allured by his owa
Teftimony, that he was a Roman, and born

at Rome : His very Namedirefts us to the

noble and ancient Family of the Lucretth

which being divided into many Branches,

Vol, L a coin*
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xvifi The Life ^Lucretius,

comprehended under it, the Tricipetini^ the

Cinn£ y the Vefpttones, the Triones, the

Offelli, and the <J^//i, and gave to i?0^<f

many Confute, Tribunes and Prxtors, who
were the great Supports and Ornaments of
the Commonwealth.

He was born, according to. the Chronicle

of EufebiuSy about the fecond Year of the

hundred and feventy firft Olympiad, in the

Confulfhip of Lucius Licinius Craffus y and

Quintm Mutius Sc£vota 7 about the fix

hundred and fifty eighth Year of Rome9

twelve Years after Cicera. His Name was
Titus Lucretius Cams\ Cams was a Ro-

man Surname, of which Ovid and many
others make mention $ but we no where

find how it came to be given to Lucretius*

It is not improbable it was conferred upon

him either on account of his excellent and

iprightly Wit, his Affability and Sweetnefs

C>f Temper and Manners, or for feme other

like endearing Qualities* that rendered him

agreeable to thofe with whomhe eonverfed.

He was fent young to. Athens^ where at;

that time the Epicurean Fhilofophy was in

great Reputation. He ftudied under Zem,
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The Lift of Lucretius, %ix

Vho had the Dire&ion of the Gardens at

that time, and was the Honour of the Epi-

curean Se&. *Phadrus was another of his

Matters, whom Cicero mentions as a Per-

fon of the greareft Humanity. Thefe were
the Preceptors of Lucretius, as they were
likewife of Tomponius Atticus y Mem-
mius, Coffins, and many others, who in

that Age render'd themfelves very illuftrious

In the Republick of Rome. Howhe fpent

his Time at Athens, how ftudioufly he im-

proved it, let his Poembe Witnefs. That
he fitted himfelf for the bed Company, is

evident by what Cornelius Nepos tells us of

the great Intimacy between him, *Potnpo-

nius Atticus, and Memmius: And no
doubt but he was intimate likewife with

Tully and his Brother, who make fuch ho-

nourable Mention of him. If we look into

kis Morals, we may difcover him to be a

Man fuitable to the Epicurean Principles,

diffolved in Eafe and Pleafure, flying publick

Employments as a Derogation to Wifdom,
and a Difturber of Peace and Quietnefs, and
avoiding thofe diftra&ing Cares which he

Imagined would make Heaven itfelf un-

<eafy«
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XX 7%e Life of Lucretius.

The Accounts that remain of this Poet

flop fliort here, and no more is to be found

concerning him till we come to his Death »

yet it is difficult to find in what manner he
died, nor is it much eafier to determine in

what Year of his Life his Death happened.

Somemake him die on the very Day Virgil

was born, but this is an ingenious Fi&ion,

founded only upon this, that Virgil afTumed

the Toga Virilis on the fame Day that Lu-
cretius died.

The Chronicle of Eufebius obferves,

that he died by his own Hands in the forty

fourth Year of his Age, being made diftrad-

ed by a Philtre, which either his Miftrefs or

his Wife Lucilia (for fo fome call her, tho'

without Authority) in a Fit of Jcaloufy had

given him > not with a Defign to deprive

him of his Scnfes, or to take away his Life,

but only to increafe the Paffion of his Love.

*Donatus, or whoever was the Author of

the Life of Virgil^ that goes under his Name,
writes, that he died three Years before, when
^Pornpey the Great and MLicinius Craffus

were both of them the fecond time Confuls.

Others,
��
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The Life of Lucre ti u s. xkI

Others, who allow that having loft his Sen-

fes, he laid violent Hands on his own Life,

yet place his Death in the twenty fixth Year

of his Age, and believe that his Madnefi

proceeded from the Cares and Melancholy

that oppreffed him on account of the Ba-

nifliment of his beloved Memrnius > to which
others again add likewife another Caufe, the

fatal Calamities under which his Country
then laboured. And indeed it is certain,

that Lucretius •, a few Years before his Death,

was an Eye-witnefs of the wild Adminiftra-

tion of Affairs in the Days of Clodius and
Catiline \ who gave fuch a Blow to the Re-
publick of Romey

as not long after occa-

sioned its total Subverfion.

I t is wonderful that this admirable Poem
of Lucretius fhould be compofed in the

time of his Diftra&ion. His fix Books of his

Epicurean Philofophy, fays Eufebius, were

written in his lucid Intervals, when the

Strength of Nature had thrown off all the

difturbing Particles, and his Mind, as it is

obferved of Madmen, was fprightly and vi-

gorous. Then, in a Poetical Rapture, he

could fly with his Epicurus beyond the fla-

ming
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£xi£ The Life of Lucretius.

ming Limits of this World, frame and dif-

folve Seas and Heavens in an inftant, and

by fome unnufual Sallies be the ftrongeft

Argument of his own Opinion, for itfecms

impolfible that fome Things which he deli-

vers fhould proceed from Reafon and Judg-

ment, or from any other Caufe but Chance

and unthinking Fortune.

After his Death, Cicero, as Eufe-

hius witneffes, revifed and corrected hi£

Writings. Lambinus contradids this, but

the Arguments he brings againft the Af-

fcrtion of Eufehius are but weak and of

fmall force.
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THE
A R G U N T

OFTHE
F I R S T B O O K.

Ucretius has difpofed his Poem in an

excellent Methods and Order Jhines through-

cut the whole. He begins with a?i Invoca-

tion to Venus, the commonnatural Appetite to Pro-

creation^ and gives her all her 'Titles, -as if really

he expelled fome Affiftance from her. Pie then de-

dicates to Memmius his Books of the Nature of

Things, and endeavours to vindicate his Dotlrines

from the Charge of Pmpiety, and briefly lays down
the Arguments of This and the following Boohs. He
enters upon his Subjetl, and labours flrenuou/ly,

•That nothing can proceed from nothing, and that

nothing can be reduced into nothing. Pie proceeds

to prove that there are fame little Bodies which, tho*

imperceptible to the Eye, may be conceived by the

Mind, of which all Beings are made : To thefe Cor-

pufcles he fubjoins a void or empty Space. He af-

ferts, that there is nothing in Nature befides Body
and Void \ and that all Things elfe, fuch as Weight,
Heat, Poverty, War, &c. are no more than cer-

tain Conjuncls or Events, Properties or Accidents

of Body and Space. That thefe firft Principles

are perfectly folid, and by confequenc'e inaivijible,

they are Leads {for Body cannot be infinitely divided)

and
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�F�U�H�R�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G�J�L�W�Y�H�V���K�H�U�D�O�O�K�H�U�7�L�W�O�H�J�H�]�W�V�U�H�D�O�O�\
�K�H�³�H�[���R�H�W���H�G�I�R�P�H�$�À�\�W�F�P�F�H�I�U�R�P�K�H�U���+�H�W�K�H�U�H�G�H��
�G�L�F�D�W�H�V�W�R�0�H�P�P�L�X�V�K�L�V�%�R�R�N�V�R�I�W�K�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I
�7�K�L�Q�J�V���F�P�G�H�K�G�H�F�U�R�R�W�]�U�V�W�R�W�]�L�U�]�G�L�H�R�W�H�K�L�V�'�R�W�W�U�L�Q�H�V
�I�U�R�P�W�K�H�&�K�D�U�J�H�R�I�,�P�S�L�H�W�\���D�Q�G�K�U�L�H�À�\�O�D�\�V�G�R�Z�Q
�W�K�H�����I�U�J�W�]�P�H�Q�W�V�R�I�7�K�L�V�D�Q�G�W�K�H�I�R�O�O�R�Z�]�U�W�J�%�R�R���F�V���+�H
�H�Q�W�H�U�V�X�S�R�Q�K�L�V�6�]�W�K�M�H�W�W���D�Q�G�O�G�K�R�]�W�U�V�I�O�U�H�U�]�R�R�W�W���O�\�
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�����7�K�D�W�Q�R�W�O�L�L�Q�J�F�D�Q�O�S�L�U�R�F�H�H�G�I�U�R�P�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G�W�K�D�W
�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�F�D�Q�E�H�U�H�G�X�F�H�G�L�Q�W�R�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���+�H�S�U�R�F�H�H�G�V
�W�R�S�U�R�Y�H�W�K�D�W�W�K�H�U�H�R�U�H�I�R�P�H�O�L�W�W�O�H�%�R�G�L�H�V�Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�R�¶
�L�U�U�]�S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�K�O�H�W�R�W�K�H�(�\�H�� �P�D�\�K�H�F�R�U���F�H�]���R�¶�G�K�\ �W�K�H
�0�L�Q�G���R�I�Z�K�L�F�K�H�O�O�%�H�L�U�]�J�V�D�U�H�P�D�G�H�� �7�R�W�K�H�I�H�&�R�U��
�S�]�W�I�F�O�H�V�K�H�I�]�W�K�M�R�L�P�R�µ�Y�R�L�G�R�U�H�P�S�W�\�6�S�D�F�H���+�H�H�]����
�I�R�U�W�V���W�K�D�W�W�K�H�U�H�L�V�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�L�Q�1�D�W�X�U�H�K�W�¿�G�H�V�%�R�G�\
�D�Q�G�9�R�L�G�� �R�U�]�G�W�K�R�W�H�O�O�µ�,�K���=���U�J�V�H�O�I�H���I�H�W�F�K�R�U�O�9�H�O�J�K�W��
�+�H�D�W���3�R�Y�H�U�W�\���3�O�����R�U�������„�� �D�U�H�Q�R�P�R�U�H�W�K�H�U�H�F�H�U��
�W�R�L�U�]�&�R�U�J�R�U�]�W�W�V�R�U�(�R�H�U�]�W�V���3�U�R���]�!�H�U�W�]�
�H�V�R�U�B���O�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V
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Hhe Argument.
end Eternal He then refutes Heraclitus, who
made Fire the Principle of all Things ', and others

who laid down that all Things proceeded from Air,
Earth, or Water. Hefhews againft Empedocles,
that Things are not compofed of the four Elements.

He contradicls Anaxagoras ; and, in the loft place ',

employs a long Difputation to prove the XJniverfe,

which confifts- of Body and Void, to be infinite. He
is very copious in his Arguments againft the Stoicks,

who held a Centre in the infinite Univerfe, down to

which all heavy Things are continually ftriving,
while the light work upward of their own accord s

end defcribes the Opinions of Epicurus with a great
deal of Eloquence. He banijhes the Antipodes,
and fooths with his Arguments the Imagination of
Man, which delights to be led away into an Infinite,

and never yet fixed any Bounds to Spaa ', nor will
ever dare to dofo.

B 2 T.Lu-
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71 Lucretii Cari

D E

RERUMNATURA
LIBER fRIMUS.

Mi
NEADUMgenetritfy hominum divumqut

<voluptas 9

Alma Venus, ccsli fubter labentiafigna

§}u<e mare navigerum, qua terras frugiferenteis

Concelehras \ per 'Te quoniam genus omne animantum

Concipitur, vifitque exortum lumina foils : $

Te9 Dea, te fugiunt venti, ie nubila cceli,

Advent umque tuum ; tibifuaveis dadala tellus

Summittit flores, iibi rident xquora pontic

Placatumque nitet diffufo lumins cesium.
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gives ner all her Titles ; yet, at me iaiuc

bitter Reflections upon the then fafnionable Devotion. He
ftyles her Mother of Rome, becaufe the Romans deduced their

©rigin from JEneas, who was the Son of Venus by Anchifes.
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T. Lucretius Car us,

O F T H E

NATURE*/ THINGS.
THE

FIRST BOOK
* •m ^OTHERof Rome, Delight of MenThe In<tfQ ,

%/I and Gods, Sweet Venus \ who withcaties.

X JL vital Power doft fill the Sea bearing

the Ships, the fruitful Earth, all Things beneath

the rolling Signs of Heaven j for "tis byTheeCrea^
tures of every kind conceive,, rife into Life, and view
the Sun's bright Beams. Thee Goddefs, Thee
the Winds avoid 5 the Clouds fly Thee, and thy

Approach ; with various, Art the Earth for Thee
affords her fweeteft Flowers ; for Thee the Sea's

rough Waves put on their Smiles, and the

fmooth Sky fliines with diffufed Light. For

Lucretius as a Poet conforms to the Rule of his Art, an4
begins with an Invocation to Venus, that is the common natu-

ral Appetite to Procreation ; which nevertheless he treats as a
Goddefs, as if he really expected AHiftance from her, and
gives her all her Titles ; yet, at the fame time, throws out

bitter Reflections upon the then fafnionable Devotion. He
ftyles her Mother of Rome, becaufe the Romans deduced their

0rigin from jEneas, who was the Son of Venus by Ancbifes.
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*6 T. Lucretii Lib. I.

Namjimul ac /pedes pate faff a 'ft verna diet, i o

Et refer at a viget genitalis aura FavonI\

Aerite primum volucres te, Diva, tuumque

Significant initum per cuff a cor da tua vi

:

Inde fierce pecudes per full ant pabula lata,

Etrapidos tranant amneis ; it a capta lepore, 15

Illecebrifque tuts cmnis natura animantum

Te fequitur cupide, quo quamque inducer e pergis :

Denique per maria, ac monteis, fluviofque rapaceis,

Frundiferafque domos avium, campofque virenteis,

Omnibus incuiiens blandum per peel ore amor em, 20

Efficis, ut cupide generatim facia prop agent.

Qua quoniam rerum Naturam fola gubernas,

'Nee fine Te quicquam dias in luminis or as

Exoritur, nequefit latum, nee amabile quicquam ;

Te fociamftudeo fcribundis verjibus ejfe, 25

Qiws ego de Rerum Natura pangere conor

Memmiadtf noftro : quern tu, Dea, tempore in omni

Omnibus ornatum voluifti excellere rebus,

§)uo magis aternum da diclis, Diva, leporem

:

Effice ut iniereafera motnera militia'i 30
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Book: I. Of tfo Nature of Things. 7
when the buxom Spring leads on the Year, and
genial Gales of Weftern Winds blow frefh, un- •

lock'd. from Winter's Cold, the airy Birds firft

.

feel Thee Goddefs, and exprefs. thy Power ; thy

aclive Flame ftrikes through their very Souls.

And then the favage Beads, with wanton Play,

frifk o'er the chearful Fields, and fwim the rapid

Streams. So pleafed with thy Sweetnefs, fo

tranfported by thy foft Charms, all living Nature
ftrives, with fharp Defire, to follow Thee her .

Guide, where Thou art pleas'd to lead. In fhorr,

thy Power infpiring every Bread with tender

Love, drives every Creature on with eager Heat,

in Seas, in Mountains, and in fwifted Floods, in

leafy Foreds, and in verdant Plains, to propa-

gate their Kind from Age to Age.
Since Thou alone dod govern Nature's Laws,

and nothing without Thee can rife to Light, with-

out Thee nothing can look gay or lovely \ I beg
Thee a Companion to myLays, which, now I fing

of Nature, I devote to my dear b Memmius, whom
Thou art ever pleafed, fweet Goddefs, to adorn
with every Grace ; for him, kind Deity, infpire

my Song, and give immortal Beauty to my Verfe.

Mean time, the bloody Tumults of the c War by
b This Me?nmius, to whom Lucretius inscribes his Poem,

travelled with him to Athens, where they ftudied Philofophy
together ; he was derived from the noble Family of the Mcm-
mzi, who claimed their Extraction from the Trojans. He ar-

rived at the Dignity of Prsetor, and obtained Bithynia for his

Province, but was foon recalled, being accufed by Csefar of
Male-admimftration. Yet not many Years after his Return to

Rome, he came to be Tribune of the People, and in a little

time flood Candidate for the Confulihip ; of which he not on-
ly failed, but being accufed of Bribery, was, tho' Cicero plead-

ed in his Defence, convicted of it, and banilhed into Greece,

where he died in Exile.
c The Poet alludes to the diftracled State of Affairs under

the Adminiftration of Clodius and Catiline, which gave nick a
Blow to the R.epublick of Rone, as ocedioned its total Subver-
sion, which happened not long after.
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T. Lucretii Lib. L
Per maria ac terras omneis fopita quiefcant.

NamTufola potes tranquilla pace juvare

Mortaleis, quoniam bellafera mcenera Majors
Armipotens regit \ ingremium qui fepe tuum fe

Rejicit, <eterno devinclus volnere amor is ; 35
Atque ita fufpiciens tereti cervice repofta

Pafcit amore avidos inhians in te, Dea, vifus

:

Eque tuo pendet refupini fpiritus ore.

Hunc tu y Diva, tuo recubantem corpcre fantlo

Circumfufa fuper, fuaveis ex ore loquelas 40
Funde, pet ens placidam Romqnis Incluta, pacem.

Namneque Nos agere hoc pair ia'i tempore iniqua

Pojfumus <zquo animo : neque Memmlclara propago

Talibus in rebus comtnuni de
9£e faluti.

§>uod fupereft) vacuas aureis mihi Memmiada, &? te

Semotum a curis adhibe veram ad rationem, 46
Nee mea dona tibiftudio difpofta fideli^

Intellecla prius quamfint, contempt a relinqms.

Namtibi defumma Cceli ration^ D.eumque,

Differ ere incipiam, &? rerum^primordia pandam\ §Q
Unde omneis Natura creet res 9 aucJet y alatque:

§uove eadem rurfum Natura per empta refolvat ;

§£u* nos Materiem, £sf Genitalia Corpora rebus

Reddunda in ratione vocare, £s? Semina rerum

Appellare fuemus, & h<ec eadem ufurpare 55
Corpora Prima, quod ex illisfunt omnia primis.

Omnis enimperfe Divum natura necejfe *Jt

Immortali avo fumma cumpace fruatur*

Semota
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Book I. Of the Nature of Things. g
Sea and Land compote, and lay adeep. For
Thou alone Mankind with quiet Peace canfl blefs

;

becaufe 'tis Mars Armipotent that rules the bloody
Tumults of the War, and He by everlafting Pains

of Love bound faft, tafr.es in thy Lap moil fweet

Repofe, turns back his fmooth long Neck, and
views thy Charms, and greedily fucks Love at I

both his Eyes. Supinely as he refts his very Soul

hangs on thy Lips ; this God dhTolv'd in Eafe, in

the foft Moments when thy heavenly Limbs cling

round him, with melting Eloquence carefs, great

Goddefs, and implore a Peace for Rome.
For neither can I write with chearful Strains,

in Times fo fad, nor can the noble Houfe of Mem-
mius defert the common Good in fuch Diftrefs of
Things. The Hours you fpare apply with clofe

Attention to my Verfe, and free from Care re-

ceive true Reafon's Rules ; nor thefe my Gifts,

prepared with faithful Pains, reject with Scorn
before they are underftood. Fori begin to write Tl>eSubje&

of lofty Themes, of Gods, and of the Motions *£
the

of the Sky, the Rife of Things, how all Things
Nature forms, and how they grow, and to Per-

fection rife, and into what, by the fame Nature's

Laws, thofe Things refolve and die ; which as I

write I call by various Names ; fometimes 'tis

Matter, or the firfl Principles or Seeds of Things,
or firft of Bodies, whence all elfe proceed.

d FoR the whole Nature of the Gods muftfpend
an Immortality in fofteft Peace, removed from our

Affairs,
d Here Lucretius begins his Impiety ; had he contented hirn-

felf only with deriding the fuperititious Devotion of the Age
he lived in, and not propofed Principles of Irreligion, drawn
from the Happinefs of the Deity, which he places in fapine

Idlenefs and Eafe, he might have been read with much Satis-

faction, as an excellent Satiriit againft the Heathen Worfhip ;

for he feverely fwinges the mad Zeal of Men-facrificers, tho r

perhaps he has not produced $ true Inftance in Iphigenia ; yet Hi-
: ftorv
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'io T. Lucretii Lib. I.

Semota ah noftris rebus, fejunclaque ionge \

Namprivata dolore omni
?

privata per klis, 60

Jpfa fuis pollens opibus, nihil indiga noftri y

Nee bene promeritis capitur, nee tangitur ira,

.^jjy Humana ante oculosfcede cum vitajaceret

, , / pj. Interns opprejfagravi fuh Religione,

* §u<e caput a cceli regionibus oftendebat, 6g

rlorribili fuper ajpeclu mortalibus inftans ;

y^Zrttybs. Pfitnum Graius homo mortaleis t oiler e contra

Eft oculos aufus, primufque obfiftere contra

:

§>uem necfama Deum, nee fulmina, nee minitanti

Murmur e compreffit Caelum, fed eo magis acrem 7©
Virtutem irritdt animi, conf ringer e ut arcla

Nature primus port arum clauftra cupiret.

Ergo vivida vis animi pervicit, & extra

Procejftt longe flammantia mosnia Mundi

;

Atque omne immenfum peragravit mente animoque

:

Unde refert nobis viclor quidpoffit oriri, 76
^uidnequeat ; finita pot eft as denique quoique

Quanamfit ratione, at que alte terminus h<erens*

§uare Relligio pedibus fubjecla viciffim

Qbteritur, nos exaqmt victoria Ccelo. So
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B o o k I. Of the Nature of Tidings. 1

1

Affairs, and feparated by Diftance infinite \ from
Sorrow free, fecure from Danger \ in its own
Happinefs fufficient, and nought of ours can

want, is neither pleafed with Good, nor vexed
with 111.

\ Indeed Mankind, in wretched Bondage held,

lay groveling on the ground, galled with the

Yoke of what is called Religion ; from the Sky
this Tyrant mewed her Head, and with grim
Looks hung over us poor Mortals here below; un-

til a e Man of Greece with Heady Eyes dared look
"her in the Face, and firft oppofed her Power. Him
not the Fame of Gods nor Thunder's Roar kept
back, nor threatening Tumults of the Sky ; but
flill the more they roufed the active Virtue of his

afpiring Soul, as he prefTed forward firft to

break thro' Nature's fcanty Bounds. His Mind's
quick Force prevailed ; and fo he panned by far the

flaming Limits of this World, and wander'd witlj

his comprehenfive Soul o'er all the mighty Space ;

from thence returned triumphant ; told us what
Things may have a Being, and what cannot ; and
how a finite Power is fixed to each, a Bound it

cannot break ; and fo Religion, which we feared

before, by him fubdued, we tread upon in turn

;

his Conquer! makes us equal to the Gods.

ftory,bothfacred and profane,gives us many fad Relations of fuch

Cruelties : but iince he declares that the Dehgn of his writing

is to free Men from the Fear of that Heavenly Tyrant Provi-
dence, &c. he mull be read with fome Caution, tiio' his Ar-
guments, in general, are weak, and, I think, can make but
little Impreffion.

e He attempts the Praife of Epicurus of Athens, the Son of
Neocles, who, he fays, firft oppofed himfelf to all thefe Ter-
rors with undaunted Courage ; and, by looking into the in-

moft, Receffes of Nature, difcovered, as he thought, that all

Things were made without the Care and Workmanfbip of the
Gods, and therefore overthrew the Foundation of all Reli-

gion.

But
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1% T. LUCRETII LjB. I,

Illud in his rebus vereor, ne forte rear is

Impia te raticnis inire element^ viamque

Endogredi fceleris : Quod contra^ fepius dim

Relligio peperit fcelerofa at que impia fa fta y

Aulide quo pafto Trivial virginis aram %$
Iphianajfdi turpdrunt fanguine fcede

J)uftores Banaunty delefti> prima virorum.

Cuijimul infula virgineos circumdata comptus

Ex utraque pari malar umparte pro] r
ufa 'ft,

Et mcejlumjimul ante aras adftare parent em gq
Senjit , 6? hunc propter ferrum celare miniftros y

Afpeftuque fuo lacrymas eff under e ciyeis

:

Muta metu t err amgenibus fummifja petebat

:

ISfec miferaprodeffe in tali tempore quibat,

Quod Pa-trio princeps dondrat nomine Regem. 95
Namfublata virum manibus tremabundaque ad aras

Dedufta 'jl* non ut, folenni more facrorum

Perf eft a, pofjet claro comitari Hymenao :

Sed cafta incefie nubendi tempore in ipfo

Hoftia concideret maftatu mcefta parentis^ iOQi

Exit us ui claJfifeliX) fauftufque daretur

lantum Relligiopotuit fuadere malorum.

Tutemet a nobis jam quovis tempore Vatum

Terriloquis viftus diftis defcifcere quires ?

Quippe etenim quam mult a tibi jam finger e poffum

Somnia, qua vita rati ones vet ere poffint^ 106

Fortunafque tuas omveis turbare timore.

Et merito ; namji certain finem ejfe viderent

Mrumnarum

�7�� �/�X�F�Q�Q�Z�[�[ �/������ �,��
�,�O�O�X�G�L�Q�E�L�V�U�H�E�X���Y�H�U�H�E�U���Q�H�I�R�U�W�H�U�H�D�U�L�V

�,�P�S�L�D�W�H�P�W�L�R�Q�L�V�L�Q�L�U�H�H�O�H�P�H�Q�P���Z�L�D�P�T�X�H
�(�Q�G�R�J�U�H�G�L���=�H�O�H�U�L�V�� �4�J�P�G�F�R�P�P���M�O�H�S�L�X�V�R�O�L�P�µ
�5�H���=�]�O�J�L�D�S�H�S�H�U�L�W�I�F�H�O�H�U�R�I�D�D�U�J�X�H�L�P�S�L�D�I�D�¿�D��
���I�X�O�L�G�H�T�X�D�S�D�À�R�7�U�L�Y�L�D���Y�L�U�J�L�Q�L�V�D�P�P �� ��
�,�S�E�L�D�Q�T�¶���"�]�
�]�
�W�]�J�U�S�G�U�X�Q�W�I�D�Q�J�X�L�Q�H�I�Z�G��

�'�X�¿�R�U�H�V�'�D�Q�D���D�L�P���G�H�O�H�¿�L���S�U�L�P�H���Y�L�U�R�U�X�P��
�&�X�L�¿�P�X�O�L�Q�I�X�O�D�Z�
�U�J�]�
�Q�H�R�V�F�L�U�F�X�P�G�D�P�F�R�P�S�W�X�V
�(�[ �X�W�P�T�X�H�S�D�U�L�P�D�O�D�U�X�P�S�D�U�U�„�a�S�U�R�I�X�B�������I���I��
�(���P�P�����L�]�L�P�¿�P�X�O�D�Q�W�H�D�P���D�D�\�L�D�U�H�S�D�U�H�Q�W�H�P������
�6�H�[�����]�
�W���…���¶�O�P�Q�F�S�U�R�S�W�H�U�I�H�U�U�X�P�F�H�O�D�U�H�P�L�Q�L���I�U�R����
�$�¿�R�H�¿�X�J�X�H�I�X�D�=�D�F�U�\�P�D�V�T�I�]�P�G�H�U�H�F�L�L�S�H�L�V��
�0�L�U�D�P�H�W�D�]�H�U�U�D�P�J�H�Q�L�p�X�V�¿�O�P�P�J�À�D�S�H�W�H�E�D�W��
�1�H���P�]�¿�P�S�U�D�G�H�À�H�L�Q�P�O�L�W�H�P�S�X�U�D�J�X�L�K�]�W��
�4�X�D�G�3�D�W�U�L�D�S�U�L�Q�F�H�S�V�G�D�P�L�P�U�Q�R�P�L�Q�H�5�H�J�H�P�� �� ��
�1�D�P�I�X�E�O�D�P�Z�L�U�]�L�P�P�D�Q�L�p�X�V�W�U�H�P�D�E�X�Q�G�D�T�X�H�D�G�D�U�D��
�'�H�G�X�¿�D�I�À���Q�D�Q�X�W���I�R�O�H�]�P�L�P�R�U�H�M�N�]�F�U�R�U�L�P�]
�3�H�U�I�H�¿�R���S�T�À�H�W�F�O�D�U�R�F�R�P�L�]�I�D�U�L�+�\�P�H�P�H�R��
�6�D�G�P�¿�D�]�
�Q�F�T���&�U�H�Q�X�E�H�L�]�G�L�W�H�P�S�R�U�H�L�Q�L�S�M�E
�+�D�I�L�L�D�F�D�Q�F�L�G�H�U�H�W�X�P���¿�„�]�W�X���P�Y�B���I�D�S�D�U�H�Q�W�L�V���,����
�(�[�L�W�X�V�X�W�F�O�D�À�L�I�H�O�L�[���I�D�X�¿�X�I�J�X�H�G�D�U�H�L�X�U
�7�D�Q�W�X�À�]�5�H�O�O�L�J�L�R�S�R�L�X�L�W�I�X�D�G�H�U�H�P�D�O�R�U�]�P�]��

�7�X�W�H�P�H�W���� �Q�R�¿�L�V�M�D�P�T�X�D�Z�L�V�]�µ�H���a�����!���U�H�9�D�W�X�P
�7�H�U�U�L�O�D�J�X�L�V�Z�L�¿�X�V�G�L�À�L�V�G�T�I�F�]�I�F�H�U�H�J�D�P�H�V���"
�����„�]�
�S�S�H�H�W�H�Q�L�P�T�X�D�P�P�X�O�W�D�W�]�
�¿�L�M�D�P�
�¿�Q�J�H�U�H�S�T�I�X�P
�6�����À�À�L�G���T�X�D���
�Y�]�
�W�„�]�P�W�L�R�Q�H�V�Y�H�W�H�U�H�S�R�À�Q�W�� �,����
�)�R�U�W�X�Q�D�I�J�X�H�P�D�V�R�P�Z�H�L�V�L�X�U�K�]�U�H�W�L�P�R�U�H��
�(�U�P�H�U�L�W�R�� �P�]�P�¿�F�H�U�L�X�P�¿�Q�H�P�T�À�T�Y�L�G�H�U�H�Q�W

�]�¿�U�X�P�Q�D�U�]�P�D



Book I. Of the Nature of Things, 13
But in thefe Things I fear you will fufpect you

are learning impious Rudiments of Reafon, and en-

tring in a Road of Wickednefs. So far from this*

refledl what fad flagitious Deeds Religion has pro-

duced ; by her infpired the Grecian Chiefs, the

Firft of Men, at f Aulis 9 Diana's Altar fhameful- *
,

ly defiled with Iphigenia's Blood; her Virgin Hair v^u***^*^
a Fillet bound, which hung in equal Length on
cither fide her Face ; fhe faw her Father, cover'd

with Sorrow, ftand before the Altar \ for pity to

his Grief the butchering Priefls concealed the

Knife \ the City at the fight overflowed with
Tears; the Virgin, dumb with Fear, fell low
upon her Knees on the hard Earth *, in vain the

wretched Princefs in Diftrefs pleaded that fhe firft

gave the honoured Nameof Father to the King ;

but hurried off, and dragged by wicked Hands,
fhe trembling flood before the Altar : Alas ! not as

a Virgin, the folemn Forms being duly done, is

drawn with pleafing Force to Hymen's noble Rites,

but a chafle Maid, jufl ripe for nuptial Joy,
falls a fad Victim by a Father's Hand, only to beg
a kind propitious Gale for Grecian Ships ; fuch
Scenes of Villany Religion could infpire !

But flill I fear your Caution will difpute the

Maxims I lay down, who all your Life have
trembled at the Poets frightful Tales. Alas ! I

could even-now invent fuch Dreams as would
pervert the fleadieft Rules of Reafon, and make
your Fortunes tremble to the Bottom. No won-
der ! but if Men were once convinced that Death

f The Sacrifice of Iphigenia is well known ; for in thefe

Notes I ihall give no Account of the common Stories and My-
thology of the Heathens, to be met with in every Dictionary

:

She was offer'd to Diana upon her Altar at Aulis, a Port cf
Boeotia on the River Euripus, her own Father affifting at the
Sacrifice.

$ was
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X a T. Lucretii Lib. I.

Mrumnarum homines, aliqua ratione valerent

Relligionibus, at que minis obfiftere Vatum : i iO

Nunc ratio nulla 'ft reftandi, nulla facult as,

JEternas quoniam pcenas in morte timendum.

Ignoratur enim qua fit natura anima'i,

Natafit, an, contra, nafcentibus infinuetur,

Etjimul inter eat nobifcum morte dirempta, 1 1|

An tenebrasOrci vifat, vaflafque lacunas y

Anpecudes alias divinitus infinuet fe,

Ennius ut nofter cecinit, qui primus amceno

Detulit ex Helicone perenni fronde corGnam,

Per gent eis It alas hominum qua clara clueret, 1 20

Etfi prater ea tamen ejfe Acherujia templa

Ennius aternis exponit verfibus, edens

:

§uo neque permanent anima, neque corpora noftra \

Sed quadamfimulacra modis pallentia miris

:

Undejibi exortam femper-florentis Homer

i

125

Commemorat fpeciem, lacrumas IS f under e falfas

Qepiffe, & rerum naturam expander e diclis.

Gfyapropter bene, cum, Superis de rebus habenda

Nobis eft ratio, Solis Lunaque meatus

Sjuafant ratione ; & qua vi quaque genantur .130

Et
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Bo o k I. Of the Nature of Things. I 5
was the fure End of all their Pains, they might
with Reafon then refill the Force of all Religion,

and contemn the Threats of Poets. Now we
have no Senfe, no Power, to fbrive againft this

Prejudice, becaufe we fear a Scene of endlefs

Torments after Death.

And yet the Nature of the Soul we know not,

whether formed with the Body, or at the Birth

infufed ; and then, by Death cut off, meperifhes

as Bodies do; or whether fhe defcends to the dark
Caves and dreadful Lakes of .Hell; or, after

Death, infpired with heavenly Inftinct, fhe re-

tires into the Brutes, as our Great s Ennius fung,

who firil a Crown of Laurel evergreen, brought
down from Helicon \ which gained him Fame
through all the Italian Coafts. And yet this Man,
in never-dying Numbers, defcribes the (lately

Palaces of Acheron^ where nor our Souls or Bo-
dies ever come, but certain Spectres flrange and
wond'rous pale ; from whence he tells how h Ho-
mer's ever celebrated Shade appeared, and how
his Eyes began to flow with briny Tears, as in

immortal Verfe he fung of Nature and her fecret

Laws.
Wherefore, I mail not only accurately write of

Things above, as how the Sun and Moon their

8 A Latin Poet, who lived about a hundred Years before
Lucretius ; he was a Pythagorean, and held the Doctrine of
the Tranfmigration of Souls ; he affirmed that the Soul of
Homer was in his Body ; but that he might not injure Pluto %
he bequeathed to the infernal Manfions, not the Souls, nor
the Bodies, but the Ghoffcs, which the Ancients held to be a
third Nature, of which, together with Body and Soul, the
whole Man confifb. Thefe Spectres and Shadows of the Dead,
appear, or feem to appear, when we are afleep, or awake, or
fick, and terrify our Minds.

h Ennius uied to fay, that Homers Ghoft appear'd to
him from Hell, and bitterly weeping, difcover'd to him the
Nature of Things ; for wiiich Cicero fufficientiy laughs at him,
in his fecond Book of Academick ^uefiiottt.
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in terris : turn, cum primis, rati one fagaci

Unde Anima at que Animi conftet natura, videndum%

Et qua res nobis vigilantibus ohvia menteis

Terrific et^ morbo affeffis> fomncque fepultis y

Center e uti videamur eos, audireque coram, 135
Morte o.bita quorum tellus ampleclitur cjfa.

Nee me animi falJit> Graiqrum obfeura rep eft a

Difficile inluftrare La tin is verfibus ejfe,

(Muha novis verbis prefer tim cumfit agendum J)

Propter egefiatem lingua, fc? rerum novitatem\ 140

Sed tua meVirtus tamen, & jperaia voluptas

Suavis Amicitia, quemvis perferre laborem

Suadet, & in due it nocleis vigilare ferenas,

Suarentem dicfis quibus, &f quo carmine demum

Clara tua pojjim prapandere lumina menti, 145.

Res quibus occultas penitus convifere pojjis.

Hunc igitur terrorem animi, tenebrafque necefi

fe'fi

Non radii Solis, neque lucida tela Diet

Difcutianty fed Natura fpecies, Ratioque :

Principium hinc cujus nobis exordia fumet, 150

NuLLAM REM E NIHILO GIGNI DIVINITUS

UNQUAM.
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Book I. Of the Nature of Things. if
Courfes run, and by what Power Beings in

Earth and Heaven are formed, but chiefly

fearch with niceft Care into the Soul and what
her Nature is. What 'tis that meets our wake-
ful Eyes, and frights the Mind ; and how, by
Sicknefs or by Sleep opprefTed, we think we
fee, or hear the Voice of thofe who died long

fince, whofe mould'ring Bones rot in the cold

Embraces of the Grave.

I know 'tis hard to explain in Latin Verfe,rX? Bijfc

the dark and myItic Notions of the Greeks^ultyofthe

(for I have Things to fay require new Words) Wor^.

becaufe the Tongue is poor, the Subject new.
But your Virtue, and the Pleafures I expect
from tender Friendfhip, makes me bear the

Toil, and fpend the filent Night with wake-
ful Eyes, ftudious of Words and Numbers I

fhall ufe, to open to your Minds fuch Scenes,

of Light, which fhew the hidden Qualities of
Things unknown.

These Terrors of the Mind, this Darknefs ;

then, not the Sun's Beams, nor the bright

Rays of Day can e'er difpel, but Nature's

Light and Reafon ; Whofe firft of Principles

mail be my Guide :' f Nothing was by the Gods Nothing

of Nothing made. For hence it is that- Fear^f^.^'^
Nothing.

* He now enters upon his Subject,* and lays down this Prin-

ciple, That Nothing is made of Nothing, which he attempts to

prove at large ; he takes notice, that Men had obferv'd many
Effects upon Earth and in the Heavens, and not being able to

difcover the Gaufes of them, concluded that the Gods nad pro-

duced them out of Nothing j the Falfity of which he under-

takes to demonflrate,- tho' without Succefs.

difturbs
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8 T. LueRETii Lib. I.

Quippe itaformido Mortaleis continet omneis,

Quod mult a in Ferris fieri, Cceloque tuentur,

Quorum operum caufas nulla ratione videre

Pojfunt, ac fieri divino Numine rentur. 155
Quas ob res, ubi viderimus, nilpojje creari

De nibilo, turn, quodfequimur, jam reclius inde

Perfpiciemus, & unde queat res quxque creari,

Et quo qu<eque modofiant opera fine Divum.

Namft de Nibilo fierent, ex omnibu' rebus 160

Omnegenus nafci pojfet ; nil Semine egeret :

E mare primum homines ', e terra pojfet oriri

Squammigerum genus, & valuer es ; erumpere ccelo

Armenia, atque ali<e pecudes : genus omnefer arum

Incerto partu cult a, ac deferta teneret

:

165

Nee fruclus iidem arporibus conftare filer en t,

Sed mutarentur : fer re omnes omnia pojfent.

Quippe, ubi non ejfent genitalia Corpora quoique,

Qui pojfet mater rebus confijlere certa ?

At nunc Seminibus quia certis quidque creatur, 1 70

Inde enafcitur, atque or as in luminis exit,

Mater ies ubi ineft cujufque 6? Corpora prima

:

Atque hac re nequeunt ex omnibus omnia gigni,

Quod certis in rebus inejl fecretafacultas.

Prxterea, cur Vere rofam,frumenta Colore, 175

Viteis Autumno fundi fudante videmus:

Si non, certa fuo quia tempore Semina rerum

Cumconfluxerunt, patefit, quodcunque creatur,

Dum tempeftates adfunt, & vivida tellus

Tuto res teneras effert in luminis or as ? 180

Quodfi de Nibilo fierent, fubito exorerentur

Incerto fpatio, atque alienis partibus anni

:

Quippt

�7���/�X�H�D�D�U�U�L�/���%���,��
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�$�W�J�X�H�E�D�F�U�H�Q�H�J�X�H�X�Q�W�H�[�R�R�Q�Q�L�L�X�V�R�W�Q�Q�L�D�J�L�J�Q�L��
�4�X�D�G�F�H�U�W�L�V�L�Q�U�H�R�X�V�L�Q�F�M�W�I�H�F�U�H�W�D�I�D�F�X�O�W�D�V��
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Book I. Of. the Nature of Thi?igs. 19
difturbs the Mind, that ftrange Events in Earth

and Heaven are feen, whofe Caufes cannot appear

by Reafon's Eye, and then we fay they were from
Powers Divine. But when we reft convinced

that Nothing can arife from Nothing, then the

Way is clear to our Purfuit; we diftinctly fee

whence every Thing comes into Being, and how
Things are formed without the Help and Trouble

of the Gods.
I f Things proceed from Nothing, every Thing

might fpring from any Thing, and want no Seed^
Men from the Sea might firft arife, and Fifh and
Birds break from the Earth, and Herds and tender

; Flocks drop from the Sky, and every kind of Beaft

fix'd to no certain Place, might find a Being in

Deferts or in cultivated Fields : Nor the fame
Fruit on the fame Trees would grow, but would be
chang'd, and all Things all Things bear. For
had not every Thing its genial Seed, how is it

that every Thing derives its Birth from Caufes

Hill the fame ? But now, fince Things are form'd
from certain Seeds, and firft rife into Light,

where every Being has its Principles and Matter
fitly framed, from hence we fee that all Things
cannot fpring from every Thing, fince each has

certain fecret Properties peculiar to iifdL Be-
fides,

Whydo we fee the Rofe adorn the Spring, the

truits in Summer, and the fweaty Autumn, pref-

fing the Vine, unlefs the fixed Seeds of Things,
uniting in their proper Times, give Life to Be-
ings, each in its ftated Seafon, while Mother
Earth can truft her tender Offspring with Safety

to the Air. But if Things proceed from Nothing,
in a moment they might fpring at Times uncer-
tain, at Quarters of the Year unfit, and there

C 2 would
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�G�L�I�W�X�U�E�V�W�K�H�0�L�Q�G���W�K�D�W�I�W�U�D�Q�J�H�(�Y�H�Q�W�V�L�Q�(�D�U�W�K
�D�Q�G�+�H�D�Y�H�Q�D�U�H�I�H�H�Q���Z�K�R�I�H�&�D�X�I�H�V�F�D�Q�Q�R�W�D�S�S�H�D�U
�E�\�5�H�D�I�R�Q�¶�V�(�\�H���D�Q�G�W�K�H�Q�Z�H�I�D�\�W�K�H�\�Z�H�U�H�I�U�R�P
�3�R�Z�H�U�V�'�L�Y�L�Q�H���%�X�W�Z�K�H�Q�Z�H �W�H�O�O���F�R�Q�Y�L�Q�F�H�G
�W�K�D�W�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�F�D�Q�D�U�L�I�H�I�U�R�P�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�H�Q�W�K�H
�:�D�\ �L�V�F�O�H�D�U�W�R�R�X�U�3�X�U�I�X�L�W���Z�H�G�L�I�W�L�Q�I�W�O�\�I�H�H
�Z�K�H�Q�F�H�H�Y�H�U�\�7�K�L�Q�J�F�R�P�H�V�L�Q�W�R�%�H�L�Q�J���D�Q�G�K�R�Z
�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D�U�H�I�R�U�P�H�G�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�W�K�H�+�H�O�S�D�Q�G�7�U�R�X�E�O�H
�R�I�W�K�H�*�R�G�V�� �� �U �B��
�µ �$ �,�U�7�K�L�Q�J�V�S�U�R�F�H�H�G�I�U�R�P�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�µ�U�\�7�K�L�Q�J
�P�L�J�K�W�I�S�U�L�Q�J�I�U�R�P�D�Q�\�7�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G�Z�D�Q�W�Q�R�6�H�H�G��
�0�H�Q�I�U�R�P�W�K�H�6�H�D�P�L�J�K�W�¿�U�I�W�D�U�L�I�H���D�Q�G�)�L�L�K�D�Q�G
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�'�H�I�H�U�W�V�R�U�L�Q�F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G�)�L�H�O�G�V���1�R�U�L�K�H�O�D�P�H
�)�U�X�L�W�R�Q�W�K�H�I�D�P�H�7�U�H�H�V�Z�R�X�O�G�J�U�R�Z���E�X�W�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H
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�I�W�L�O�O�W�K�H�I�D�P�H�"�%�X�W�Q�R�Z���¿�Q�F�H�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D�U�H�
�I�R�U�P�¶�G
�I�U�R�P�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�6�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G�¿�U�L�W�U�L�I�H�L�Q�W�R�/�L�J�K�W��
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�¿�W�O�\�I�U�D�P�H�G���I�U�R�P�K�H�Q�F�H�Z�H�I�H�H�W�K�D�W�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V
�F�D�Q�Q�R�W�I�S�U�L�Q�J�I�U�R�P�H�Y�H�U�\�7�K�L�Q�J���¿�Q�F�H�H�D�F�K�K�D�V
�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�I�H�F�U�H�W�3�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V�S�H�F�X�O�L�D�U�W�R�L�W�I�H�O�I���%�H��
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�)�U�X�L�W�V�L�Q�6�X�P�P�H�U���D�Q�G�W�K�H�I�Z�H�D�W�\�$�X�W�X�P�Q���S�U�H�I��
�¿�Q�J�W�K�H�9�L�Q�H���X�Q�O�H�I�V�W�K�H�¿�[�H�G�6�H�H�G�V�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V��
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20 T. Lucretii Lib. I.

Quippe ubi nulla forent primordia> qua genital!

Concilio pojfent arceri tempore iniquo.

Necporro Augendis rebus Spatio foret ufus 185

Seminis ad co'itum, e Nihilo Ji crefcere poffenk

Namfierentjuvenesfubito ex infantibu* parvis

:

E terraque exorta repente arbufia falirent.

Quorum nil fieri manifeftum 'ft, omnia quando

Paullatim crefcunt {utpar eft) Semine certo : 190
Or eft endoque genus fervant 5 ut nof cere poffu

Quaque fua de Materia grandefcere, alique.

Hue ace edit utijine certis imbribus anni

Latificos nequeat foetus fummittere tellus

:

Nee porro fecreta cibo natura animantum 1 9 5
Propagare genus poffit, vitamque tueri:

Ut potius multis communia corpora rebus

Multa putes effe % ut verbis Element a videmus y

Quark fine Principiis ullam rem exiftere poffe,

Denique cur Homines tantos natura par are 20Q

Non potuity pedibus quipontumper vada pojfent

tfranfire, & magnos manibus divellere monteisy

Multaque vivendo vitalia vine ere fee la

:

Si non Materies quia rebus reddita certa 'ft

Gignundis e qua conftat quid pojfit oriri ? 205
Nil igitur fieri de Nil o pojfe fatendum 'ft :

Semine quando opus eft rebus, quo quaque create

Aeris in teneras poffiM proferrier auras.

Poftremo quoniam Incultis pr aft are videmus
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Book I. Of the Nature of "Things. 21

would be no proper Seeds, whofe kindly Influence

might check their Growth at Seafons that would
kill them in the Bud.

Again, if Things could fpring from Nought,
what need of Time for Bodies to fulfil their

Growth by Acceflion of new Matter ? An Infant

then might inftantly become a Youth, and Trees

flart up in full Perfection from the Earth. But
'tis not fo, 'tis plain; for Things, we know, grow
by degrees from certain Seeds, and ftill as they

grow keep their Kind ; and thus you find each

Being rifes into Bulk, and thrives from Seed and
Matter proper to itfelf.

Nor like wife can the Earth produce her Fruits

to chear the Heart, unlefs with timely Showers
impregnated ; nor can Creatures, blefTed with
Life, deprived of Food, e'er propagate their

Kind, or fave their own Lives ; and fo you fafer

fay that certain fixed Principles belong to certain

Things, as Letters form our Words, than that

from Nothing any Thing can rife.

Further; whence is it that Nature cannot

(hew Men fo gigantick as on foot to wade through
Seas, or with their Hands totearupmigthy Hills, or

to furpafs the commonBounds of Life, by many
Ages, but that certain Seeds are fixed to all

Things, whence they muft arife? And fo we
muft confefs that Nothing fp rings from Nothing,
fince each Kind muft firft proceed from Seed, the

Principle whence every Creature derives its Life,

and feels the gentle Air.

Besides, becaufe we find the Earth, improved
by Care, exceeds the uncultivated Soil, and by
our Labour offers richer Fruits, we fay that in the

Earth the Seeds of Things lie ftili, which, by
turning up the fruitful Clods, by Ploughing, and,

by breaking of the Ground, we force to fpring ;

C 3
but
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Bo o k I. Of the Nature of Things. 2 3
but then, if no fuch Seeds lay there, k the Fruits,

without our Labour, would of their own accord

improve, and of themfclves prevent our Care.

Add here, that Nature does diffblve all Bodies j^ j nni .

into their Principles again ; nor can reduce Things Hlation.

into Nothing.
1 For if every Being was liable to Death through

all its Subftance, fnatch'd from our Eyes, it would
directly perifh ; no need of Violence to make a
Breach in all its Parts, and loofe the vital Bands,

But now fince Things are formed from eternal

Seeds, Nature wills that nothing be deflroyed, unr
lefs fome Force prevails, which beats with Blows
its outward Form ; or pierces through the Pores
with fubtile Art, and fo difiblves the Frame.

Besides, fuch Things as are removed by Age,
if Time deflroys them quite in all their Parts,

whence does the Power of Love reftore to Light
the feveral Race of Beings ? Whence the Earth,

with niceft Art, does nourifh them when born,

and makes them grow, and feeds with proper

Food each in its Kind ? Whence do the bounte-

ous Springs, and Rivers, with their wand ring

Streams from far, fupply the Sea ?
m The Air

k That is, what can hinder Plants that are produced from
Nothing, from improving and growing every Year more fair

and fruitful of their own accord ?

1 If Things were mortal in all their Parts, there would be no
need of Violence to diuolve them ; but as every Thing would
be produced and appear on afudden without the Endeavour or

Force of any other Thing, fo without the Force or Violence;

of any other Thing likewife every Tiling would perifh, not

by a Diffolution of its Parts, but withdrawing from our Eyes,

would vanifh away in a moment, and thus refoi ; into Nothing

;

for the Reafon why Force is requifite to diffolve every Thing,
is becaufe it confifls of Seeds that remain after its DiiTolution.

m It was the Doctrine of the Epicureans, that the Sun and

Stars were Fires, that were nourifhed and kept alive by Va-
pours and Exhalations that rife from the Earth and Sea.
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T. Lu cretii Lib. I.

Omnia enim debet \ mprtali Corp or e qu<e f tint %

Infinita atas confumfe^ anteatla. diefque.

Quodjiin eojpatio, at que anteatla at ate fuere y 235
JL quibus h<ec Rerum conjiftit Summarefeffa

:

Immortali funt naturd pradita certe.

Hand igitur poffunt ad Nilum quaque revertu

Denique res omnels eadem vis caufaque volgb

Conficeret, riifi Materies a tern a teneret 24*

Inter fe nexas minus aut magis endopedite.

TacJus enim let hi fat is ejfet caufa profeclo:

Quippe^ ubi nulla for ent aterno Corpore^ eorum

Contextum vis deberet diffolvere quaque.

At nunc, inter fe quia nexus principiorum 245

DiJJimiles confiant^ aternaque materies eft y

Incolumi remanent res corpore, dumfails acris

Vis obeat pro textura cujufque reperta.

Haud igitur r edit adNihilum res ulla^fed omnes

Difcidw redeunt in corpora material. 250
Poflremo pereunt imbres, ubi eos pater JEther

In gremium. matris Terra'z pracipitavit.

At ?ritida furgunt fruges^ ramique virefcunt

Arboribtts; crefcunt ipfie, fcetuque gravantur

:

Hinc alitur porro nofirum genus ^ atque ferarum

:

Hinc laias urbsis puerisflorerevidemus^ 256

Frundiferafque novis avibus can.ere undique Jylvas,

Hinc fcffrf pecudes pingues per pabula lata

Corpora deponunt, fe? candens latleus humor

Uberibus mqnat diftentis % hinc nova proles 260

Artubus infirmis teneras lafcivaper herbas

"Ludity la tie frier a menteis per cujfa novellas,

Haud

�7�� �/�Y�F�D�D�U�L�U�,����������������
�2�P�Q�L�D�H�Q�L�P�G�H�T�H�W���L�Q�R�U�W�D�O�L�&�R�U�S�R�U�H�T�X�D�I�X�Q�W��
�,�Q�¿�Q�L�W�D�H���I�R���=�6�F�R�Q�I�X�P�M�L�H���D�Q�W�H�D�¿�D���G�L�H�I�T�X�H���$
�4�X�R�G���,�L�L�Q�V�R�I�S�D�W�L�R���D�W�T�X���H�D�Q�W�H�D�À�D�D�W�D�W�H�I�X�H�U�H���� ����
�( �T�X�L�O�L�X�V�E�L�H�F�5�H�U�X�Q�L�F�L�R�Q�¿���L�L�L�6�X�Q�Q�Q�D�U�H�I�H�¿�D�� �/
�,�Q�Q�Q�R�U�W�D�O�L�I�X�Q�L�Q�D�W�X�U�G�S�U�D�G�L�W�D�R�H�U�W�p��
�+�D�X�G�L�J�L�W�L�]�U�S�R�À�X�Q�W�D�G�1�L�O�X�Q�]�T�]�D�H�T�X�H�U�H�Y�H�U�W�L��

�'�H�Q�L�T�X�H�U�H�V�R�Q�L�Q�H�L�V�H�D�G�H�L�Q� �X�L�V�R�D�X�I�D�T�X�H�D�P�L�J�R
�B�B�&�R�Q�¿�F�H�U�H�W���Q�L�¿�0�D�U�H�U�L�H�V�D�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H�Q�H�U�H�W������
�,�Q�W�H�U���L�V�Q�H�L�F�D�V�P�L�Q�X�V�D�Q�W�Q�L�D�J�L�V�H�Q�G�R�S�H�G�L�W�H��
�D�¿�X�V�H�Q�L�Q�]�O�H�O�E�L�B���D�W�L�V�H�À�H�L�µ�F�D�Q���D�S�U�R�I�H�D�L�R��

�4�L�L�S�S�H���D�V�Q�X�O�O�D�I�R�U�H�Q�W�D�W�H�U�Q�R�&�R�U�S�R�U�H���H�R�U�X�Q�L
�À�R�Q�W�H�[�W�X�L�L�L�W�X�L�V�G�H�R�H�U�H�W�G�]�I�R�O�Q�H�U�H�T�X�H�H�T�X�H����
�À�W�Q�X�Q�V���L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�T�X�L�D�Q�H�[�X�V�S�U�L�Q�S�L�S�L�R�U�X�P�/ ��������
�'�J�¿�P�L�O�H�V�I���@�"���L�R�O�L�O�L�O���D�H�W�H�U�Q�D�T�X�H�P�D�W�H�U�L�H�V�H�¿��
���B�,�Q�F�R�=�X�Q�J�L�U�H�Q�L�D�Q�H�Q�W�U�H�V�H�R�U�S�R�U�H���G�X�Q�L�M�D�W�L�V�D�H�U�L�V
�4�����L�V�R�E�H�D�W�S�U�R�W�H�[�W�X�U�H���H�X�M�X�¿�J�X�H�L�U�H�S�H�U�W�D���L ��
�+�D�X�G�L�J�L�W�X�U�U�H�G�L�U�D�G�1�L�^�R�L���X�U�Q�U�H�V�X�O�O�D���R�Q�]�Q�H�V
�S�L�¿�L�G�L�R�U�H�G�H�X�Q�W�L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�Q�]�D�L�H�U�L�D�L�� ������

�3�R�M�L�U�H�L�Q�R�S�H�U�H�X�Q�W�L�Q�L�R�U�H�V���D�Q�H�R�V�S�D�W�H�U�����"�����R�O�H�U�L�L
�,�Q�J�U�H�J�Q�L�X�L�Q�L�L�Q�D�U�U�L�V�7�H�U�U�D�
�]�µ�S�U�J�H�H�L�
�S�L�W�D�]�B���]�
�W��

�Q�L�W�L�G�D�µ�B���L�L�U�J�X�Q�W�I�U�X�J�H�V���U�D�L�Q�L�T�X�H�µ�X�L�U�H�I�R�X�Q�W

�À�U�R�R�U�L�D�X�V���F�U�H�I�F�X�Q�]�µ�L�S�I�L�H���I�]�H�W�X�T�X�H�J�U�D�Q�D�Q�W�X�U��
�+�L�L�]�F�D�O�L�W�X�U�S�R�U�U�R�Q�R���L�U�X�Q�]�J�H�Q�X�L���D�W�T�X�H�I�H�U�D�U�X�Q�R��
�+�L�Q�W�=�D�U�D���X�U�R�H�L�V�S�X�H�U�L�V�À�R�U�H�U�H�Q�L�G�H�Q�]�X�V���� ����
�I�U�X�Q�G�L�I�H�U�D�I�T�X�H�Q�R�R�L�V�D�U�Y�L�R�X�V�F�D�Q�H�U�H�X�Q�G�L�T�X�H�I�\�O�Y�D�V��
�+�L�L�]�F�I�H�À�L�H�S�H�H�X�G�H�V�S�L�Q�J�X�H�V�S�H�U�S�D�R�X�O�D�U�D�P
�&�R�U�S�R�U�D�G�H�S�R�Q�X�Q�W�����������ƒ�W�D�Q�G�H�P�O�D�I�L�H�X�V���R�X�L�Q�R�U
�8�R�H�U�L�R�X�V�H�Q�H�P�D���G���À�H�P�µ�L�V���B�O�R�L�Q���Q�R�Y�D�S�U�R�O�H�V�]�R�R
�$���U�U�X�O�U�Q�V�L�Q�¿�U�Q�]�L�V�W�H�Q�H�U�D�V�O�D�¿�L���Y�D�S�H�U���R�H�U�R�D�V �9
�/�X�G�L�J���O�D�¿�H�Q�]�H�U�T�Q�]�H�Q�W�H�L�V�S�H�U�H�]�H�À�D�Q�R�Q�H�O�O�D�V��

�+�D�U�G
�,

�?



Book I. Of the Nature of Things. 25
whence feed the Stars ? For that vaft Tract of
Time already paft had long ago confumed Things
that were formed from mortal Seed ; but if thofe

podies which compofe this Univerfe of Things
were ftill fupplied through all that Space and
Periods of Time that pafs'd long fince, they

furely muft conlift of an immortal Nature, and
from Death fecure, can never into Nothing fall.

Again, the fame Violence would every where
deftroy all Beings, if the eternal Power of Mat-
ter did not hold faft their clofe compacted Frame
in Bonds more ftrong or weak •, a fmgle Touch
would furely be the Caufe of Death \ for Things
form'd out of mortal Seed by any Force mudpe-r

rifh, and their Frame be quite diflblv'd ; but
now, becaufe the Union of the Seeds of Bodies
differs, which confift of Matter eternal in its Na-
ture, every Being is fafe from Danger till fome
proper Force, proportioned to its Texture, makes
the Aflault. So Nothing can return to Nothing

;

every Thing refolves by Separation of its Parts in-

to its Principles from whence it fprung.

Lastly, the Rains that Father Mther pours

into the Wombof Mother Earth do feem to pe-

rifh there, but ftrait fair Fruits fpring up •, the

Boughs grow green upon the Trees, their Limbs
increafe, and bend beneath a Load of Fruit j

hence all the living Race of Men and Beads are

fed, our gallant Cities rilled with Youth, our
leafy Woods refound with Songs of Birds new
fledg'd •, the weary Flocks grown fat repofe their

Bodies on the fertile Plains, while the white milky
Humour from their Dugs diftended flows ; and
hence their fprightly Young, in wanton Play,

frilk with their tender Limbs o'er the loft Grafs,

^hearing their little Hearts with the pure Milk \

and
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26 T. Lucretix Lib. I.

Haud igitur penitus pereunt quacunque videntur

;

Quando aliudex alio reficit Natura, nee ullam

Remgigni patitur ', niji morte adjutant aliena. 265

Nunc age, res quoniam docui non pojje creari

"De Nihilo, neque item genitas adNiluvocari ;

Ne qua forte tamen cceptes diffidere diclis,

Quod nequeunt oculis rerum Primordia cerni -
y

Accipe prat ere a, qua Corpora Tut e nee ej[e
r
fi 270

Cmfiteare ejfe in rebus, nee pojje videri.

Principio 9 VENTi visverberat incita pontum*

Ingenteifque ruit naveis, & nubila differt j

Inter dum rapido percurrens turbine campos

Arboribus magnis fternit, monteifque fupremos 27 £

Silvifragis vexat fiabris : ita perfurit acri

Cumfremitu, favitque minaci murmur e pontus m

Sunt igitur Venti nimirum corpora caca,

Sua mare, qua terras, qua denique nubila tceli

Verrunt, acfubito vexantia turbine rapt ant. 2 80

Nee rationefiuunt alia, Jiragemque propagant,

Ac cum mollis aqua fertur natura repente

Flumine abundanti, quod largis imbribus auget

Montibus ex altis magnus decurfus aquai

:

Fragmina conjiciens fylvarum, arbujlaque iota 5

Nee
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Bo o k I. Of the Nature of "Things. 2 7
and therefore Things we fee do not entirely die ;

n Nature ftill renews one Being by another, nor

does fhe fuffer one Thing to be, unleis fupplied

with Matter from fomething elfe that was diflbl-

yed before.

And now, fmce I have taught that Nothing
can proceed from Nothing, nor can Things once

foirn'd to Nothing be reduced,* left you by chance

fhould doubt my Reafons, fmce the Seeds of

Things cannot be feen with naked Eyes ; hear

further, that there are Seeds of Bodies (and you
mult confefs there are) impervious to the Sight.

And firft, the raging Force of Winds does

lafh the Sea, o'erthrow vafl Ships, and chafe the

Clouds •, fometimes they fcour the Plains with fu-

rious Storms, and fpread them o'er with taller!

Trees, and vex the lofty Hills with Blafts that

rend the Woods. - And fo they blufler with a

dreadful Sound, and roar with threatening Noifes

through the Air. Thefe Winds are therefore

Bodies to the Eye unfeen, which fcour the Sea,

the Lands, the Clouds, and tofs them, thus tor-

mented, with their Blafts. They act the fame,

and fpread Deftruclion round as a ftill Stream,

increafed by fudden Rain, and fwell'd by Tor-
rents pouring from the Hills, the Effect of driv-

ing Showers, is born along, rending the Limbs
of Trees, and then whole Woods : Nor can the

n He concludes that Nothing returns to Nothing, fmce Na-
ture produces one Thing out of another, and never any Thing
new, but makes ufe of the Matter of another Thing that had
been dhTolved before.

Left Memmius Ihould diftruft the Validity of the Argu-
ments he has produced to eftablifh his Atoms, becaufe the firft

Principles of Things are, by reafon of their Exility, imper-

ceptible to the Senfe, he brings feveral Inftances of corporeal

Subflances, to which no Man denies an Exiftence, tlio' they

are inviiible to the Eye..
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2 8 T. Lucretii Lib. I.

Net validi pojfunt pontes venientes aqudi 286
Vimfubitam tolerare : it a magno turbidus itnbri

Molibus incurrens validis cum viribus amnis 9

Pat fonitu magno ftragem ; volvitque fub undis

Grandia faxa, ruit qua quidquid fluclibus obftat.

Sic igitur debent Ven t i quoque flamina ferri

:

£$u<e, veluti validum flumen, cum procubuere

Quamlibet in partem^ trudunt res ante, ruuntque

Impetibus crebris ; inter dumvertice tor to

Corripiunt, rapidoque rotantia turbine port ant, 295
Square etiam atque etiam Junt Venti Corpora c<ecaz

QuandoquidemfacJis ac moribus, amula magnis

Amnibus inveniuntur^ aperto Corpore qui funt.

Turn porro varios rerum fentimus Odores,
Nee tamen ad nareis venienteis cernimus unquam :

Net calidos iEsTus tuimur, nee Frigora qui-

mus 301
Ufurpare oculis, nee Voces cernere fuemus \

§!ua tamen omnia Corporea conftare necejfe 'ft

Natura : quoniam fen/us impeller e pojfunt.

Tangere enim et tanci, nisi corpus,
nulla potest res. 305

Denique fluclifrago fufpenfie in littore Veftes

live/cunt^ e<edem difpanfa in Sole fere/cunt $

At neque quo paclo perfederit humor aqua'i

Vifu
y
Ji nee rurfum quopaffo fugerit #ftu\

In parvas igitur part eis difpergitur Humory 310
Quas oculi nulla pojjunt ratione videre.

Shiin etiam mult is Solis redeuntibus annis
Annulusin digit fubtertenuatur kabendo :

StillicidI cafus lapidem cavat : uncus aratri
Ferreus occult e decrefcit Vomer in arvis : 315

• Strataque jam volgi pedibus detrita viarum
Saxea conjpicimus ; turn port as propter ahena

3
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Book I. Of the Nature of "things. 29
ftrongeft Bridges bear the Force, fo fudden, of
the rufhing Flood ; the Stream, made mad by
hafty Rains* beats on the Dammswith Force im-
petuous, fwelis through the Breach with horrid

Noife, and rolls the marly Stones under its Waves,
and breaks what Hops its Tide. Juft fo the

Hurricanes of Wind drive on which way they

point their Blafts, like mighty Floods, force all

before them, beat with frequent Strokes ; fome-
times they fnatch with rapid Turns, and whirl

Things as they roll in Eddies through the Air.

Thefe Winds, 5
tis plain, are Bodies ftillunfeen,fince

by their furious Blafts they rival in their Force the

largeft Streams, which Bodies are we own.
Besides, we feel the various Smells of Things,

but can't difcem how they affect the Nofe ; nor
can we fee the raging Heat, nor with our Eyes
perceive the Cold, nor can we fee a Voice \ all

which by Nature are of Bodies form'd, becaufe

they make Impreflion on the Senfe, for nothing
but Body can be touch'd, or touch.

Again, a Garment hung up nigh the Shore,

That breaks the Waves, grows wet, and, to the Sun
expanded, dries ; yet no one ever faw how the

moift Vapour fix'd, or how again it fled before

the Heat y the watery Drops muft be diffolvM
into fmall Parts too fubtle to be at all difcoveiM
by the Eye.

But further, after many circling Years, a Ring
upon the Finger wears away, the Fall of dropping
Water hollows Stones, the crooked Plough- fhare,

tho' of Iron, wades in the Fields infenfibly by
Ufe ; we fee the Streets, paved with hard Stones,
worn out by frequent Tread of Paffengers j

p the

9 He means the Images of the Tutelar or Guardian Gods t

whofe Right Hand, whoever came into the City or went out
of it, was ufed to kifs, boni ominis causa, for good Luck's fake.

brazen
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�+�X�U�U�L�F�D�Q�H�V�R�I�:�L�Q�G�G�U�L�Y�H�R�Q�Z�K�L�F�K�Z�D�\ �W�K�H�\
�S�R�L�Q�W�W�K�H�L�U�%�O�D�I�W�V���O�L�N�H�P�L�J�K�W�\�)�O�R�R�G�V���I�R�U�F�H�D�O�O
�E�H�I�R�U�H�W�K�H�P���E�H�D�W�Z�L�W�K�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�6�W�U�R�N�H�V���I�R�P�H�µ
�W�L�P�H�V�W�K�H�\�I�Q�D�W�F�K�Z�L�W�K�U�D�S�L�G�7�X�U�Q�V���D�Q�G�Z�K�L�U�O
�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D�V�W�K�H�\�U�R�O�O�L�Q�(�G�G�L�H�V�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�W�K�H�$�L�U��
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�F�D�Q�Z�H �I�H�H�W�K�H�U�D�J�L�Q�J�+�H�D�W���Q�R�U�Z�L�W�K�R�X�U�(�\�H�V
�S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�W�K�H�&�R�O�G���Q�R�U�F�D�Q�Z�H�I�H�H�D �9�R�L�F�H���D�O�O
�Z�K�L�F�K�E�\�1�D�W�X�U�H�D�U�H�R�I�%�R�G�L�H�V�I�R�U�P�¶�G���E�H�F�D�X�I�H
�W�K�H�\�P�D�N�H�,�P�S�U�H�¿�L�R�Q�R�Q�W�K�H�6�H�Q�I�H���I�R�U�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J
�E�X�W�%�R�G�\�F�D�Q�E�H�W�R�X�F�K�¶�G���R�U�W�R�X�F�K�� ��
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�7�K�D�W�E�U�H�D�N�V�W�K�H�9�9�D�Y�H�V���J�U�R�Z�V�Z�H�W���D�Q�G���W�R�W�K�H�6�X�Q
�H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���G�U�L�H�V�� �\�H�W�Q�R�R�Q�H�H�Y�H�U�I�D�Z�K�R�Z�W�K�H
�P�R�L�I�W�9�D�S�R�X�U�¿�[�¶�G���R�U�K�R�Z�D�J�D�L�Q�L�W�À�H�G�E�H�I�R�U�H
�W�K�H�+�H�D�W���W�K�H�Z�D�W�H�U�\�'�U�R�S�V�P�X�I�W�E�H�G�L�¿�E�O�Y�¶�G
�L�Q�W�R�I�P�D�O�O�3�D�U�W�V���W�R�R�I�X�E�W�O�H�W�R�E�H�D�W�D�O�O�G�L�I�F�R�Y�H�I�G
�E�\�W�K�H�(�\�H��
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�W�K�R�¶�R�I�,�U�R�Q�����Z�D�I�W�H�V�L�Q�W�K�H�)�L�H�O�G�V�L�Q�I�H�Q�O�L�E�O�\�E�\
�8�I�H�� �Z�H�I�H�H�W�K�H�6�W�U�H�H�W�V���S�D�Y�H�G�Z�L�W�K�K�D�U�G�6�W�R�Q�H�V��
�Z�R�U�Q�R�X�W���E�\�I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�7�U�H�D�G���R�I�3�D�O�O�
�H�Q�J�H�U�V�� �3 �W�K�H
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go T. LuCRETli LlBil*

Signa manus dextras bftehduht attenuari

Sape falutantum taclu, prxterque meantum :

Hac igitur minui, cumftnt detrita videmus % 326
Sedqu* Corpora decedant in tempore quoque 9

Jnvida praclujit fpeciem Natura videndi.

Poftremo, quacunque Dies, Naturaque rebus

Paullatim tribuit, moderatim crefcere cogens

\

Nulla pot eft oculorum acies content a tueri ; 325
Nee porro qu<ecunquesevo, macieque fenefcunt :

Nee mare qu<e impendent vefcofale Sax a pere/d*

Quid quoque admit t ant in tempore, cernere poftis.

Corporibus c<ecis igitur Natura gerit res.

Nee tamenundique Corporeaftipata tenentur 330
Omnia natura, namque eft hi rebus Inane.

Quod tibl cognojfe in mult is erit utile rebus :

Necfinet err ant em dubitare, fcf qu<erere fempet

Be Summarerum, & nofiris diffidere diclis 5

Quapropter locus eft intaclus, I^a^v. , vacanfque,

Quodfi non ejfet, nulla ratione mover

i

^6
Res pojfent ; namque qfficium, quod Corporis extat 9

Officer e, atque obftare, id in omni tempore adejfet

Omnibus : Haud igitur quidquam procedere poffet*

Principium quoniam cedendi nulla daret res, 340
At nunc per maria, ac terras, fublimaque cceli i

Multa modis multis varia ratione moveri

Cernimus ante oculos
-,

qu<e, fmon ejfet Inane,

Non tarn follicito motu privata carerent ;

Quamgenita omnino nulla ratione fuijfent : %\$

XJndique Materies quoniam ftipata quieffet,

% Prxterea
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B o o k I. Of the Nature of Things. 3

1

brazen Statues nigh the Gates mew their Right
Hands made lefs by many a Kifs of thofe who
worfhip, or who pals along. Thefe Things we
fee fhew lefs and lefs, and wear ; but what a

Share of Matter every time is brufhed off, Nature

in Envy to us, has not indulg'd the Faculty to fee.

Lastly, what every Day and Nature do
beftow on Beings, to make them grow by juffc

Degrees, not the mod piercing Eye could ever

find, nor yet the Particles that fly and wade by
Age or by Decay ; nor can you fee by what de-

grees the Rocks are eaten through by the corrod-

ing Salt of dafhing Waves : Thus Nature works
by Bodies not difcern'd.

And yet all Beings are not form'd of clofe and^m- mufi

folid Parts ; in Things there is a Void, which m êa ^ ^'

your Searches into Nature will be of ufe to know.
This will preferve your wand'ring Mind from
Doubt, prevent your conftantToilby judging right

of Nature's Laws, and make my Words believ'd.

Wherefore there is a Place we call a * Void y

an empty Space intangible, or elfe no Bodies could
be moved, or flir ; the Quality all Bodies have to

flop and to oppofe does never fail, fo that to move
would be in vain to try, no Body firftby yielding

would give way, But now we fee before our Eyes,
that Things move various ways in Seas, in Earth,
and in the Heaven above ; but were no Void, they
would not be depriv'd of that Activity of Motion
only, but would not be at all \ for Matter wedg'd
and crouded clofe on every fide had ever been at reft.

q If there were no Void interfperfed in Things, all Things
would be crouded to fuch a degree, that not only nothing in
the whole Univerfe could be moved from its Place, but it

would be even impoffibie to give a Reafon, and explain how
any thing can be generated, becaufe a local Motion is abfo-
lutely neceffary for the Generation of all Things, and without
a Void there can be no Motion whatever.

Besides,

�%�R�R������ �,�� �2�I�W�K�H�1�D�W�X�U�H���@�¶�¿�U�L�Q�J�V��
�E�U�D�]�H�Q�6�W�D�W�X�H�V�Q�L�J�K�W�K�H�*�D�W�H�V�O�K�H�Z�W�K�H�L�U�5�L�J�K�W
�+�D�Q�G�V�P�D�G�H�O�H�I�V�E�\�P�D�Q�\�D �.�L�I�V�R�I�W�K�R�I�H�Z�K�R
�Z�R�U�I�K�L�S���R�U�Z�K�R�S�D�I�V�D�O�R�Q�J���7�K�H�I�H�7�K�L�Q�J�V�Z�H
�I�H�H�I�K�H�Z�O�H�L�V�D�Q�G�O�H�I�V���D�Q�G�Z�H�D�U���E�X�W�Z�K�D�W�D
�6�K�D�U�H�R�I�0�D�W�W�H�U�H�Y�H�U�\�W�L�P�H�L�V�E�U�X�O�K�H�G�R�I�I���1�D�W�X�U�H
�L�Q�(�Q�Y�\�W�R�X�V���K�D�V�Q�R�W�L�Q�G�X�O�J�¶�G�W�K�H�)�D�F�X�O�W�\�W�R�I�H�H��

�/�$�6�7�/�<�� �Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U�\�'�D�\ �D�Q�G�1�D�W�X�U�H�G�R
�E�H�I�W�R�Z�R�Q�%�H�L�Q�J�V���W�R�P�D�N�H�W�K�H�P�J�U�R�Z�E�\�M�X�À��
�'�H�J�U�H�H�V���Q�R�W�W�K�H�P�R�O�W�S�L�H�U�F�L�Q�J�(�\�H �F�R�X�O�G�H�Y�H�U
�¿�Q�G���Q�R�U�\�H�W�W�K�H�3�D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V�W�K�D�W�À�\�D�Q�G�Z�D�I�O�H�E�\
�$�J�H�R�U�E�\ �'�H�F�D�\�� �Q�R�U�F�D�Q�\�R�X�I�H�H�E�\ �Z�K�D�W�G�H��
�J�U�H�H�V�W�K�H�5�R�F�N�V�D�U�H�H�D�W�H�Q�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�E�\�W�K�H�F�R�U�U�R�G��
�L�Q�J�6�D�O�W�R�I�G�D�I�K�L�Q�J�:�D�Y�H�V�� �7�K�X�V�1�D�W�X�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V
�E�\�%�R�G�L�H�V�Q�R�W�G�L�I�F�H�U�Q�¶�G��

�$�Q�Q�\�H�W�D�O�O�%�H�L�Q�J�V�D�U�H�Q�R�W�I�R�U�P�¶�G�R�I�F�O�R�I�H�D�Q�G�µ�7�L�H�U���P�X�`�"
�I�R�O�L�G�3�D�U�W�V�� �L�Q�7�K�L�Q�J�V�W�K�H�U�H�L�V�D �9�R�L�G���Z�K�L�F�K�L�Q�����³�9������
�\�R�X�U�6�H�D�U�F�K�H�V�L�Q�W�R�1�D�W�X�U�H�Z�L�O�O�E�H�R�I�X�I�H�W�R�N�Q�R�Z��
�7�K�L�V�Z�L�O�O�S�U�H�I�H�U�Y�H�\�R�X�U�Z�D�Q�G�¶�U�L�Q�J�0�L�Q�G�I�U�R�P
�'�R�X�E�W���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�\�R�X�U�F�R�Q�¿�D�Q�W�7�R�L�O�E�\�M�X�G�J�L�Q�J�U�L�J�K�W
�R�I�1�D�W�X�U�H�¶�V�/�D�Z�V���D�Q�G�P�D�N�H�P�\ �:�R�U�G�V�E�H�O�L�H�Y�¶�G��

�:�����U�D�5���a���U�R�5�����W�K�H�U�H�L�V�D�3�O�D�F�H�Z�H�F�D�O�O�D�
�� �9�R�L�G��
�D�Q�H�P�S�W�\�6�S�D�F�H�L�Q�W�D�Q�J�L�E�O�H���R�U�H�O�I�H�Q�R�%�R�G�L�H�V�F�R�X�O�G
�E�H�P�R�Y�H�G���R�U�3�W�L�U���W�K�H�4�L�D�O�L�W�\�D�O�O�%�R�G�L�H�V�K�D�Y�H�W�R
�^�W�R�S�D�Q�G�W�R�R�S�S�R�I�H�G�R�H�V�Q�H�Y�H�U�I�D�L�O���I�R�W�K�D�W�W�R�P�R�Y�H
�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�L�Q�Y�D�L�Q�W�R�W�U�\���Q�R�%�R�G�\�¿�U�O�W�E�\�\�L�H�O�G�L�Q�J
�Z�R�X�O�G�J�L�Y�H�Z�D�\���%�X�W�Q�R�Z�Z�H�I�H�H�E�H�I�R�U�H�R�X�U�(�\�H�V��
�W�K�D�W�7�K�L�Q�J�V�P�R�Y�H�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�Z�D�\�V�L�Q�6�H�D�V���L�Q�(�D�U�W�K��
�D�Q�G�L�Q�W�K�H�+�H�D�Y�H�Q�D�E�R�Y�H���E�X�W�Z�H�U�H�Q�R�9�R�L�G���W�K�H�\
�Z�R�X�O�G�Q�R�W�E�H�G�H�S�U�L�Y�¶�G�R�I�W�K�D�W�$�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�R�I�0�R�W�L�R�Q
�R�Q�O�\���E�X�W�Z�R�X�O�G�Q�R�W�E�H�D�W�D�O�O���I�R�U�0�D�W�W�H�U�Z�H�G�J�¶�G
�D�Q�G�F�U�R�X�G�H�G�F�O�R�I�H�R�Q�H�Y�H�U�\�¿�G�H�K�D�G�H�Y�H�U�E�H�H�Q�D�W�U�H�I�W��

�4 �,�I�W�K�H�U�H�Z�H�U�H�Q�R�9�R�L�G�L�Q�W�H�U�I�S�H�U�I�H�G�L�Q�7�K�L�Q�J�V���D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V
�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�F�U�R�X�G�H�G�W�R�I�X�F�K�D�G�H�J�U�H�H���W�K�D�W�Q�R�W�R�Q�O�\�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�L�Q
�W�K�H�Z�K�R�O�H�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�I�H�F�R�X�O�G�E�H�P�R�Y�H�G�I�U�R�P�L�W�V�3�O�D�F�H���E�X�W�L�W
�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�H�Y�H�Q�L�P�S�R�I�¿�E�O�H�W�R�J�L�Y�H�D �5�H�D�I�R�Q���D�Q�G�H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�K�R�Z
�D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J�F�D�Q�E�H�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�H�G���E�H�F�D�X�I�H�D �O�R�F�D�O�0�R�W�L�R�Q�L�V�D�E�I����
�O�X�W�H�O�\�L�L�H�F�H�I�I�D�U�\�I�R�U�W�K�H�*�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�R�I�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W
�D�9�R�L�G�W�K�H�U�H�F�D�Q�E�H�Q�R�0�R�W�L�R�Q�Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U��
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32 T.LucHetii Lib. L
Prater ea quamvis Solid* res effe putentur,

Hinc tamen effe licet Raro cum corpore cernas
:'

In /axis, ac fpeluncis permanat Aquarum

Liquidus humor, & uberibus flent omnia gut 'tis :3$Q
Diff'upat in corpus fefe Cibus omne animantum

:

Crefcunt Arbufta, & foetus in tempore fundunt?

Quod Cibus in iotas ufque ab radicibus imis

Per tr uncos i acper ramos diffundiiur omneisi

Inter fepta meant Voces, & claufa domorum 35$
Tranfuolitant : rigidum permanat Frigus ad offa.

Quod, nifi In ani a fint, qua poffent Corpora qu<eque

Trait/ire, baud ulla fieri ratione videres.

Denique cur alias aliis praftdre videmus

Ponder e res rebus, nihilo majore figura ? 3 6ol

Nam, Ji tantundem 'ft in Ian* glomere, quantum

Corporis in Plumbo 'ft, tantundem pendere par eft *

Corporis officium eft quoniampremere omnia deorfum
:'

Contra autem natura manet fine ponder e Inanis.

Ergo quod Magnum 'ft <eque, Leviufque videtur,

Nimirum plus effe fibi declarat Inanis: 3 66

At contra Gravius plus in fe Corporis effe

Dedicat, & mult aVaqvi minus ihtus habere.

Eft igitur nimirum id, quod ratione fagaci

Quzerimus, admiftum rebus quod Inane vocamus.

Iludt-

�7���/�X�F�D�V���P�/�L�D���/
�3�U�L�H�W�H�U�H�D�T�X�D�P�R�L�V�6�R�O�L�G�D�H�U�H�V�H�M�H�S�X�W�H�Q�W�X�U��

�+�L�Q�W�W�D�P�H�Q�H�À�H�O�L�F�H�W�5�D�U�R�W�X�P�H�R�U�S�R�U�H�F�H�U�Q�D�V���

�,�Q�M�D�[�L�V���D�W�À�P�O�X�Q�H�L�V�S�H�U�P�D�Q�D�W�À�T�X�D�U�X�P
�/�L�T�X�L�G�X�V�K�X�P�R�U���������¶�X�O�H�U�L�R�X�V�À�H�Q�W�R�P�Q�L�D�J�X�W�W�L�V���� �����

�'�L�À�X�S�D�W�L�Q�F�R�U�S�X�V���H�¿�H�&�L�R�X�V�R�P�Q�H�D�Q�L�P�D�Q�W�X�P�¶��
�&�U�H�I�F�X�Q�W�D�Q���X���(�V�¶�I�R�H�W�X�V�L�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�H�I�X�Q�G�X�Q�W��
�4�X�R�G�&�L�O�X�V�L�Q�W�R�W�D�V�X�I�T�X�H�D�O�U�D�G�L�H�L�R�X�V�L�P�L�V
�3�H�U�W�U�X�Q�F�R�V���D�W�S�H�U�U�D�P�R�V�G�L�I�X�Q�G�L�I�X�U�R�P�Q�H�L�V���

�,�Q�W�H�U�M�H�S�W�D�P�H�D�Q�W�9�R�W�H�V���(���´ �F�O�D�X�I�D�G�R�P�R�U�X�P������
�7�U�D�Q�I�Y�R�O�L�W�D�Q�W���U�]�J�L�G�X�P�S�H�U�P�D�Q�D�W�)�U�L�J�X�V�D�G�R�À�D��
�p�]�X�R�G���Q�]�¿�,�Q�D�Q�P�¿�Q�W���T�X�D�S�R�À�H�Q�W�&�R�U�S�R�U�D�4�W�������¼�4�=�I���L��
�7�U�D�W�P�U�H���E�D�X�G�X�O�O�D�¿�H�U�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�H�R�L�G�H�U�H�V��

�'�H�Q�L�T�X�H�R�X�U�D�O�L�D�V�D�O�L�L�V�S�U�D���W�D�U�H�Y�L�G�H�P�X�V
�3�R�Q�G�H�U�H�U�H�V�U�H�¿�X�V���Q�L���R�L�O�R�P�D�M�R�U�H�¿�J�X�U�D���� �������"
�1�D�P���¿�W�D�Q�W�X�Q�G�H�P�¶�M�O�L�Q�/�D�Q�D�J�O�R�Q�]�H�U�H���T�X�D�Q�W�X�P
�&�R�U�S�R�U�L�V�L�Q�3�O�X�P�E�R�¶�L���L���W�D�Q�W�X�Q�G�H�P�S�H�Q�G�H�U�H�S�D�U�H���=������
�&�R�U�S�R�U�L�V�R�¿�H�L�X�P�H���L�T�X�R�Q�L�D�P�S�U�H�P�H�U�H�R�P�Q�L�D�G�H�R�U�I�X�P���

�&�R�Q�W�U�D�D�X�W�H�P�Q�D�W�X�U�D�P�D�Q�H�W�¿�Q�H�S�R�Q�G�H�U�H�,�1�$�1�,�6��
�(�U�J�R�T�X�R�G�0�D�J�Q�X�P �D�H�T�X�H���/�H�W���L�X�M�T�X�H�Y�L�G�H�W�X�U��
�1�L�P�L�U�X�U�Q�S�O�X�V�H�À�H�¿�O�L�G�H�R�O�D�U�D�W�,�1�$�1�,�6�� �
 ������
�����L�W�F�R�Q�W�U�D�*�U�D�Q�L�X�V�S�O�X�V�L�Q�B���=���&�R�Q�U�R�Q�,�6 �H�À�H
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B o k L Of the Nature of Things. 3 3
Besides r though Things appear of folid

Parts compofed, yet you will find them, in fome
meafure, form'd of Bodies that are rare ; the li-

quid Moifture of the Water fweats through Rocks
and Stones, and all Things weep with Drops a-

bundant ; the Food that every Creature eats, dif*

perfes through the Body ; the Trees increafe and
grow, and in due Seafon mew their Fruit \ be*

caufe the Juice is from the lower Roots fpread

through the Trunk, and over all the Boughs.
Sounds pafs through flrong Partitions, and fly

quick through Walls of Houfes, and the piercing

Cold ftrikes through the very Bones ; but were
no Void? no empty Space, that Bodies e'er mould
pafs, you'd find a Thing impolTible to prove.

Again, 8 why do we fee fome Things exceed
others in Weight, tho' of an equal Size ? For if

as much of Body went to form a Ball of Wooll,
as made a Ball of Lead, their Weight would be
the fame ; for the Quality of Body is to prefs

downward : but a perfect Void by Nature has

no Weight; fo that a Body of equal Size,

but lighter in its Weight, proves it has more of
empty Space. So again, the heavier Body has

more of folid Parts 'tis plain, and has within it

lefs of Void. And this is doubtkfs what with
Reafon's fearching Eye we look for, mixed with
Things, we call it Spate.

r Some Bodies, he obferves, pierce and diflil through Things
that feem to be moll folid, as Water through Stones, which
could never be, were there not between the Particles of theie

Things fome void Spaces, through which thefe Bodies might
pafs.

8 It is hard to conceive why two Bodies of the fame Shape
and Size ihould weigh one more than the other, except the one
had more of Body, to which Weight is natural, an.d tlje other
more of Void, which has no Weight at all.
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T. Lu cretii Lib. I.

Illud in his rebus, ne te deducere vero

Pofftt, quod quidam fingunt, pracurrere cogor %

Cedere Squamigeris latices nitentibus aiunt,

Et liquidas aperire vias ; quia poft loca Pifees

Linqudnt, quo pojfint cedentes confluere utlda\ %J§
Sic alias qiioque res inter fepojfe ?noveri,

Et mutare locum -, quamvis Jint omnia plena

:

Scilicet id falfa to turn ratione receptum 'ft.

Namquo Squamigeri poterunt procedere tandem,

Ni fpatium dederint latices? concedere porro 380
Quo poterunt und^e, cumpifees ire nequibunt ?

Aut igitur motu privandum 'ft corpora quaque %

Aut ejfe admiftum dicendum'ft rebus Inane ;

JJnde initium primum capiat res quaque movendi.

Poftremo duo de concur fu Corpora lata, $$£
Si cita dijftliant, nempe aer omne neceffe 'ft,

Inter corpora quod fuvat, pojfidat Inane .

Is pofro, quamvis circum celerantibus auris

Confluat, baud poterit tamen uno tempore totum

Complere fpatium : Namprimum quemque neceffe *Ji

Occupet ille locum, deinde omnia poffideantur. 391
Quodft forte aliquis, cum Corpora diffiluere,

tfumputat id fieri, quia fe condenfeat aer,

Err at ; namVacuum turn fit, quod nonfuit ante 5

Et repktur item, Vacuum quod confti tit ante: 395
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Book I. Of the Nature of Things. 3 5

But I am forc'd to ftep before, and anfwer

what fome pretend, left you mould be feduced

from Truth :
t They fay the Waters yield to Fifh

making their way, and ope their liquid Paths ;

for when the Fifh have Itft a Space, that inftant

thither the yielding Waters circling flow. By
the fame Rule, all Beings may be moved among
themfelves, and change their former Place, though

all Things mould be full : but this, 'tis plain, is

falfe throughout ; for how could Fifh. advance

at all, unlefs the Waters gave them way ? And
whither mould the Waves retire, if the Fifh did

not move, and leave a Space behind ? So that

all Bodies muft. be deprived of Motion, or you
muft fay a Void is mixed with every Thing from
whence each Being firft derives a Power to move.

Lastly u
, if two broad Bodies meet, and in-

ftantly are feparated again, the Air muft needs
fill up the Void that is between ; but this Air,
though it fhould hurry with its fwifteft Powers,
it cannot all at once fill up the Space, thefe Bodies
will difclofe at parting y firft the neareft Part will

be filled up, and then the more remote, until the
whole be full.

If one fhould fay, when thefe flat Bodies meet
the Air is condensed, but when they part the Air
is rarified, 'tis a Miftake*, for then there muft
be Void where there was none before, and that
Void that was before muft now be full j in fuch a

t The Water could not give way unlefs there was an empty
Place for it to retire to ; and therefore there mull be a Void
mix'd with Bodies, or there could be no Motion at all.

u If two fmooth broad Bodies meet, and are parted of a
fudden, a Void will be caufed by their Dinolution -, for all

Matter muft have been driven away by thofe two Bodies, and
therefore the Space that opens between them, as they part,
will be void of all Body.
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�P�X�O�O���I�D�\�D�9�R�L�G�L�V�P�L�[�H�G�Z�L�W�K�H�Y�H�U�\�7�K�L�Q�J�I�U�R�P
�Z�K�H�Q�F�H�H�D�F�K�%�H�L�Q�J�¿�U�I�W�G�H�U�L�Y�H�V�D�3�R�Z�H�U�W�R�P�R�Y�H��

�/�$�6�7�/�<�³�� �L�I�W�Z�R�E�U�R�D�G�%�R�G�L�H�V�P�H�H�W���D�Q�G�L�Q��
�¿�D�Q�W�O�\�D�U�H�I�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�G�D�J�D�L�Q���W�K�H�$�L�U�P�X�O�O���Q�H�H�G�V
�¿�O�O�X�S�W�K�H�9�R�L�G�W�K�D�W�L�V�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���E�X�W�T�W�K�L�V�$�L�U��
�W�K�R�X�J�K�µ�L�W�I�K�R�X�O�G�K�X�U�U�\�Z�L�W�K�L�W�V�I�Z�L�I�W�H�¿���3�R�Z�H�U�V��
�L�W�F�D�Q�Q�R�W�D�O�O�D�W�R�Q�F�H�¿�O�O�X�S�W�K�H�6�S�D�F�H���W�K�H�I�H�%�R�G�L�H�V
�Z�L�O�O�G�L�I�F�O�R�I�H�D�W�S�D�U�W�L�Q�J�� �¿�U�I�O���W�K�H�Q�H�D�U�H�I�W�3�D�U�W�Z�L�O�O
�E�H�¿�O�O�H�G�X�S���D�Q�G�W�K�H�Q�W�K�H�P�R�U�H�U�H�P�R�W�H���X�Q�W�L�O�W�K�H
�Z�K�R�O�H�E�H�I�X�O�O�� �9 �B

�,�U�R�Q�H�,�K�R�X�O�G�I�D�\���Z�K�H�Q�W�K�H�I�H�I�O�D�W�%�R�G�L�H�V�P�H�H�W
�W�K�H�$�L�U�L�V�F�R�Q�G�H�Q�V�¶�G���E�X�W�Z�K�H�Q�W�K�H�\�S�D�U�W�W�K�H�$�L�U
�L�V�U�D�W�L�I�L�H�G���¶�W�L�V�D �0�L�I�W�D�N�H���I�R�U�W�K�H�Q�W�K�H�U�H�P�X�O�O
�E�H�9�R�L�G�Z�K�H�U�H�W�K�H�U�H�Z�D�V�Q�R�Q�H�E�H�I�R�U�H���D�Q�G�W�K�D�W
�9�R�L�G�W�K�D�W�Z�D�V�E�H�I�R�U�H�U�Q�X�I�W�Q�R�Z�E�H�I�X�O�O�� �L�Q�I�X�F�K�D

�� �W�7�K�H�:�D�W�H�U�F�R�X�O�G�µ�Q�R�W�J�L�Y�H�Z�D�\�X�Q�O�H�I�V�W�K�H�U�H�Z�D�V�D�Q�H�P�S�W�\
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�³ �,�I�W�Z�R�I�P�R�R�W�K�E�U�R�D�G�%�R�G�L�H�V�P�H�H�W���D�Q�G�D�U�H�S�D�U�W�H�G�D�W�D
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�:������ �E�H�Y�R�L�G�´�R�I�D�O�O�%�R�G�\�� �L

�' �� �&�D�I�H��



$6 T. LucRETix Lib. I.

Nee tali ratione pot eft denferier aer,

Nee, ft jam p off et, fine In an i pojfet, opinor,

Se ipfe infe trahere, & parteis conducere in unum

:

Qua propter
i

quamvis caufando mult a moreris,

Effe in rebus Inane t amenfate are nee effe
9

ft, 400
Multaque prater ea iibi poffum commemorando

Argument a, Jidem diclis, conradere noftris ;

Verum animo fatis hac veftigia parva fagaci

Sunt? per qua poffis cognofcere cater a Tute :

Namque Canes ut montivaga perfepe fera'i 405
Naribus inveniunt inteclas frunde quietes^

Cumfeme I inftiterunt veftigia cert a vial

:

Sic alid ex alio per te Tute ipfe videre

Talibus in rebus poteris, cacafque latebras

Infinuare omneis, & Verum protrahere inde : 410
Quodjipigrdris, paullumve abfeefjeris ab re+

Hoc tibi de piano poffum promittere, Memmi:
TJfque adeo largos hauftus de fontibu? magnis

Uingua meo fuavis diti de peel ore fundet,

Ut verear, ne tarda prius per membra Seneffus 415
Serpat, & in Nobis Vital clauftra refolvat^

S^Uam tibi die quavis una re verfibus omnis

Argument or umJit copia miff a per aureis.

Sed nunc jam repetam cceptum pertexere diclis :

Omnis, ut eft, igitur, perfe, Natura, duabus 420
Confiftit rebus \ nam Corpora funt, £s? Inane,
Hac in quo fit a funt, &qua diver fa movent ur

;

Corpus enim per fe communis deliquat effe

Senfus ; quo niji prima fides fundai a vakbit 9

Haud erit occultis de rebus quo refer entes 42 £
Confirmare animi quicquam ratione queamus.

Tumporro hocus, ac Spatium,quodlN ane vocawus*

Si nullum foret, haud ufquamfita Corpora poffent

Effe, neque omnino quaquam diverfa meare ;

Id quod jam fupera tibi paullo oftendimus ante : 43 o

Praterea

�7�� �/�X�F�Q�H�U�U�W�/�,�%���/
�1�H�H�W�D�O�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�H�S�D�W�H���W�G�H�Q�I�H�U�L�H�U�D�p�
�U�� ��
�1�H�H���À�M�D�P�S�R�À�H�W���¿�Q�H�,�1�$�1�,�S�R�À�O�H�W���R�S�L�Q�R�U��
�6�H�L�S�I�H�L�Q�¿�U�W�U�D���R�H�U�H���¼���ƒ�S�D�U�W�H�L�V�F�R�Q�G�X�F�H�U�H�L�Q�X�Q�X�P��
�4�X�D�S�U�R�S�W�H�U���T�X�D�P�W�W�L�V�F�D�X�I�D�Q�G�R�P�X�O�W�D�P�R�U�H�U�L�U��
�(�=�=�,���L�Q�U�H�D�X�V�,�1�$�1�(�W�D�P�H�Q�I�D�W�H�D�U�H�Q�H�F�H�>���µ�H�¶���W��������

�0�X�O�W�D�T�X�H�@�������H�¼�O���¶���¶�(���=�D�W���S�R�À�X�U�Q�F�R�P�P�H�P�R�U�D�Q�G�D
�����L�
�U�J�X�W�Q�H�Q�W�D���¿�G�H�P�G�L�¿�L�V���F�R�Q�U�D�G�H�U�H�Q�R���L�U�L�V��
�9�H�U�X�P�D�Q�L�W�Q�R�I�D�W�L�V�O�Q�H�F�U�Y�F�¿�]�J�L�D�S�D�U�Y�D�I�D�J�D�F�L
�6���X�Q�W���S�H�U�T�X�D�S�F�À���F�R�J�Q�R�I�F�H�U�H�F�H�H�W�H�U�D�µ�,�X�W�H�� �T
�1�D�P�T�X�H�&�D�Q�H���X�W�P�R�Q�W�L�W�]�D�J�D�H�S�H�U�I�H�H�S�H�I�H�U�D�L�������

�1�D�U�L�O�X�U�L�Q�R�H�Q�L�X�Q�W�L�Q�W�H�¿�D�V�I�U�X�Q�G�H�T�X�L�H�W�H�U��
�&�X�P�I�H�P�H�O�L�Q���W�L�W�H�U�X�Q�W�Z�H�À�L�J�L�D�F�H�U�W�D�U�X�L�D�L��
�6�L�F�D�O�L�G�H�[�D�O�L�R�S�H�U�W�H�7�X�W�H�L�S�I�H�R�L�G�H�U�H
�7�D�O�L�R�X�V�L�Q�U�H���%�X�V�S�R�W�H�U�L�V���F�H�H�F�D�I�T�X�H�O�D�W�H�R�U�D�V
�,�Q�¿�Q�X�D�U�H�R�P�Q�H�L�V���…���¶�9�H�U�X�P�S�U�R�W�U�D�E�H�U�H�L�Q�G�H�������,�4

�4�X�R�G�¿�S�L�J�U�G�U�L�V���S�D�X�O�O�X�P�Y�H�D�D�I�F�H�À�H�U�L�V�D�Q�U�H��
�+�R�F�W�L�O�L�G�H�S�O�D�Q�R�S�R�À�X�P�S�U�R�P�L�W�W�H�U�H���0�(�0�0����
�8�I�T�X�H�D�G�H�R�O�D�U�J�R���O�R�D�X�M�W�X�U�G�H�I�R�Q�W�L�O�X�¶�P�D�J�Q�L�V�B
�/�L�Q�J�X�D�P�H�R�I�X�D�W�W�L�V�G�L�W�L�G�H�S�H�¿�R�U�H�I�X�Q�G�H�W��
�8�W�U�R�H�U�H�D�U���Q�H�W�D�U�G�D�S�U�L�X�V�S�H�U�P�H�P�R�U�D�6�H�Q�H�¿�Q�V������ ��
�6�H�U�S�D�W���(���¶ �L�Q�1�R�Q�L���9�L�W�D�L�F�O�D�X�M�O�U�D�U�H�R�O�Y�D�W��
�J�H�P�D�Q�G�H�T�X�D�U�W�L�V�X�Q�D�U�H�W�W�H�W�M�L�R�X�U�^�P�Q�L�V
�$�O�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�R�U�X�P���L�W�F�R�S�L�D�P�L�À�D�S�H�U�D�X�U�H�L�V��
�6�H�G�Q�X�Q�F�U�H�S�H�W�D�P�F�F�H�S�W�X�P�S�H�U�W�H�[�H�U�H�G�L�¿�L�V��
�& �2�I�Q���]�L�Q�L�V���=���� �G�]�µ���L�J�L�W�L�J���S�H�U�¿���@�!�O�D�W�X�U�F�¼�������F�O�T�W�D�R�X�V��������
���R�Q�L�L�W�U�H�X�V���Q�D�P �2�5�3�2�5�$ �X�Q�W�� �1�$�1�(��
�+�D�W�L�Q�T�X�R���L�W�D�I�X�Q�W���…���¶�T�X�G�G�L�Y���H�U�I�D�P�D�Y�H�Q�W�X�U����
�&�R�U�S�X�V�H�Q�L�P�S�H�U�I�H�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�G�H�O�L�T�X�D�W�H�À�H
�6�H�Q�B���µ�X�V�� �T�X�R�Q�J�¿�S�U�L�P�D�¿�G�H�V�I�X�Q�G�D�W�D�W�W�D�N�R�L�W��
�+�D�Q�G�H�U�L�W�R�F�F�X�O�W�L�U�G�H�U�H�O�X�V�T�X�R�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�W�H�U���� ��
�&�R�Q�¿�U�P�D�U�H�D�Q�L�P�L�T�X�L�F�T�X�D�P�U�D�W�L�R�Q�H�T�X�H�D�P�X�V�� �9
�6�����X�P�S�R�U�U�R�/�R�F�X�V���D�F�6�S�D�W�L�X�P���T�X�R�G�,�1�$�1�(�W�W�R�F�D�P�X�V��
�6�L�Q�Q�O�O�X�P�I�R�U�H�W���E�D�X�G�X�I�T�X�D�P�¿�W�D�&�R�U�R�U�D�R�À�H�Q�W
�(�À�H���Q�H�T�X�H�R�P�Q�L�Q�R�T�X�D�T�X�D�P�G�L�Y�H�U�I�D�P�O�O�L�D�U�H�L�I
�,�G�T�X�R�G�M�D�P�I�X�S�H�U�D�W�L�O�W�µ�S�D�X�O�O�R�R���W�H�Q�G�L�P�X�U�D�Q�W�H����������
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Book I. Of the Nature of 'Things. 37
Cafe, the Air can't be condens'd ; and if it could,

it can't without a Void contracl itfelf, and fo

reduce its Parts into a clofer Space : Wherefore,
perplex the Matter as you pleafe, you muft con-

tefs in Things there is a Void.

I could by many Arguments confirm this

Syftem of a Void, and fix your Faith to what I

fay ; but thefe fmall Tracks I have drawn, to fuch.

a fearching Mind, will be enough -, the reft you
may find out without a Guide. For as (launch

Hounds, once put upon the Foot, will by the

Nofe foon roufe the Mountain Game from their

thick Covers ; fo you, in Things like thefe, will

one Thing by another trace, will hunt for Truth
in every dark Re«efs, and draw her thence.

But if you doubt, or in the leaft object to what
I fay, I freely promife this, my Memmius, my
tuneful Tongue fhalJ, from the mighty Store that

fills my Heart, pour out fuch plenteous Draughts
from the deep Springs, that tardy Age I fear will

firft creep through my Limbs, and quite break
down the Gates of Life, before Lean explain in

Verfe the many Arguments that give a Light to

one Particular. But now I {hall go on to finifh

regularly what I begun.
All Nature therefore, in itfelf confidered, izefbereu

one of thefe, is Body or is Space; in which all nothing be-

Things are placed, and from whence the various/^ Body

Motions of all Beings fpring. That there is Bo- andJ/ ° ld -

dy common Senfe will fhew, this as a fundamen-
tal Truth muft be allowed, or there is nothing we
can fix as certain in our Perfuit of hidden Things,
by which to find the Truth, or prove it when
'tis found. Then if there were no Place or Space,
we call it Void, Bodies could have no where to

be, nor could they move at all, as we have fully-

proved to you before.

D 3 Besides,

�%�2�2�.�,���2�I�W�K�H�1�D�W�L�F�U�H�R�I�7���R�L�Q�J�U��
�&�D�I�H���W�K�H�$�L�U�F�D�Q�¶�W�E�H�F�R�Q�G�H�Q�V�¶�G�� �D�Q�G�L�I�L�W�F�R�X�O�G��
�L�W�F�D�Q�¶�W�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�D �9�R�L�G�F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�L�W�I�H�O�I���D�Q�G�O�R
�U�H�G�X�F�H�L�W�V�3�D�U�W�V�O�Q�W�R�D�F�O�R�I�H�U�6�S�D�F�H�����:�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H��
�S�H�U�S�O�H�[�W�K�H�0�D�W�W�H�U�D�V�\�R�X�S�O�H�D�I�H���\�R�X�P�X�I�W�F�R�Q�µ����
�U�H�I�V�µ�L�Q�7�K�L�Q�J�V�W�K�H�U�H�L�V�D�9�R�L�G��

�, �&�2�8�/�' �E�\ �P�D�Q�\�$�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�V�F�R�Q�¿�U�P�W�K�L�V
�6�\�I�W�H�P�R�I�D �9�R�L�G���D�Q�G�I�L�[�\�R�X�U�)�D�L�W�K�W�R�Z�K�D�W�O
�I�D�\���E�X�W�W�K�H�I�H�I�P�D�O�O�7�U�D�F�N�V�O�K�D�Y�H�G�U�D�Z�Q���W�R�I�X�F�K
�D�I�H�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J�0�L�Q�G���Z�L�O�O�E�H�H�Q�R�X�J�K���W�K�H�U�H�L�W�\�R�X
�P�D�\�¿�Q�G�R�X�W�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�D �*�X�L�G�H���)�R�U�D�V�^�O�D�X�Q�F�K
�+�R�X�Q�G�V���R�Q�F�H�S�X�W�X�S�R�Q�W�K�H�)�R�R�W���Z�L�O�O�E�\ �W�K�H
�1�R�I�H�I�R�R�Q�U�R�X�I�H�W�K�H�0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�*�D�P�H�I�U�R�P�W�K�H�L�U
�W�K�L�F�N�&�R�Y�H�U�V�� �I�R�\�R�X���L�Q�7�K�L�Q�J�V�O�L�N�H�W�K�H�I�H���Z�L�O�O
�R�Q�H�7�K�L�Q�J�E�\�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�W�U�D�F�H���Z�L�O�O�K�X�Q�W�I�R�U�7�U�X�W�K
�L�Q�H�Y�H�U�\�G�D�U�N�5�H�H�H�I�V���D�Q�G�G�U�D�Z�K�H�U�W�K�H�Q�F�H��

�µ�%�8�7�L�I�\�R�X�G�R�X�E�W���R�U�L�Q�W�K�H�O�H�D�I�O���R�E�M�H�F�W�W�R�Z�K�D�W
�, �I�D�\���,�I�U�H�H�O�\�S�U�R�P�L�I�H�W�K�L�V���P�\ �0�H�W�W���W�Q�L�
�X�V���P�\
�W�X�Q�H�I�X�O�7�R�Q�J�X�H�I�K�D�O�O���I�U�R�P�W�K�H�P�L�J�K�W�\�6�W�R�U�H�W�K�D�W
�I�L�O�O�V�P�\ �+�H�D�U�W���S�R�X�U�R�X�W�I�X�F�K�S�O�H�Q�W�H�R�X�V�'�U�D�X�J�K�W�V
�I�U�R�P�W�K�H�G�H�H�S�6�S�U�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W�W�D�U�G�\�$�J�H�,�I�H�D�U�Z�L�O�O
�¿�U�I�W�F�U�H�H�S�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�P�\ �/�L�P�E�V���D�Q�G�T�X�L�W�H�E�U�H�D�N
�G�R�Z�Q�W�K�H�*�D�W�H�V�R�I�/�L�I�H���E�H�I�R�U�H�,���F�D�Q�H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�L�Q
�9�H�U�I�H�W�K�H�P�D�Q�\�$�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�V�W�K�D�W�J�L�Y�H�D�/�L�J�K�W�W�R
�R�Q�H�3�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���%�X�W�Q�R�Z�, �I�K�D�O�O�J�R�R�Q�W�R�I�L�Q�L�O�K
�U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\�Z�K�D�W�O�E�H�J�X�Q���� �
 �� �ª��

�$�/�/ �1�D�W�X�U�H�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���L�Q�L�W�I�H�O�I�R�R�Q�¿�G�H�U�H�G���L�V�¿�Q���� �=�6
�R�Q�H�R�I�W�K�H�I�H���L�V�%�R�G�\�R�U�L�V�6�S�D�F�H���L�Q�Z�K�L�F�K�D�O�O�W�P�U�D�P���H
�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D�U�H�S�O�D�F�H�G���D�Q�G�I�U�R�P�Z�K�H�Q�F�H�W�K�H�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�¿���I�H�U�%�D�F�K
�0�R�W�L�R�Q�V�R�I�D�O�O�%�H�L�Q�J�V�I�S�U�L�Q�J���7�K�D�W�W�K�H�U�H�L�V�%�R���µ�´�¶�³�¶�9������
�G�\�F�R�P�P�R�Q�6�H�Q�I�H�Z�L�O�O�I�K�H�Z���W�K�L�V�D�V�D�I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q��
�W�D�O�7�U�X�W�K�P�X�O�W�E�H�D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���R�U�W�K�H�U�H�L�V�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�Z�H
�F�D�Q�¿�[�D�V�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�R�X�U�3�H�U�I�X�L�W�R�I�K�L�G�G�H�Q�7�K�L�Q�J�V��
�E�\�Z�K�L�F�K�W�R�¿�Q�G�W�K�H�7�U�X�W�K���R�U�S�U�R�Y�H�L�W�Z�K�H�Q
�¶�W�L�V�I�R�X�Q�G���7�K�H�Q�L�I�W�K�H�U�H�Z�H�U�H�Q�R�3�O�D�F�H�R�U�6�S�D�F�H��
�Z�H�F�D�O�O�L�W�9�R�L�G���%�R�G�L�H�V�F�R�X�O�G�K�D�Y�H�Q�R�:�K�H�U�H�W�R
�E�H���Q�R�U�F�R�X�O�G�W�K�H�\�P�R�Y�H�D�W�D�O�O���D�V�Z�H�K�D�Y�H�I�X�O�O�\
�S�U�R�Y�H�G�W�R�\�R�X�E�H�I�R�U�H��
�/ �D �' �� �%�U���]�V�U�R�H�V��
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38 T. LUCRETII LlB.I*
Vrat ere a nihil eft, quod poffis die ere ab omni

Cor pore fejunclum, fecretumque ejfe ab Inani :

Quod quafi tertia fit rerumnatura reperta.

JSlam quodcunque erit, ejfe aliquid debebit id ipfum

Augmine vel grandi, velparvo denique dumfit\\%5
Cuiji Taclus erit quamvis levis, exiguufque,

Corporum augebit numerum, fummamque fequetur ;

Sin Int affile erit, nulla de parte quod ullam

Remprohibere queat per fe tranjire meant em ;

Scilicet hoc id erit Va cuum, quod Inane vocamus. 440
Praterea per fe quodcunque erit, aut faciei quid,

Aut aliis fungi debebit agentibus ipfum ;

Aut erit utpoffmt in eo res ejfe, gerique

:

At facer e &fungi fine Cor pore nulla pot eft res

:

Neeprabere locum porro, nifi Inane y Vacanfque 445
Ergo prater In ane, & Corpora, tertia per fe

Nulla pot eft rerum in numero natura relinqui ;

Nee, qua fub fenfus cadat ullo tempore noftros,

Nee, ratione animi quam quifquampoffit apifci.

Nam quacunque cluent, aut his Conjunct a dua-

bm 450
Rebus ea invenies; authorum Event a videbis.

Corjunclum 'ft id, quod nunquamfine per niciali

Difcidio pot is eft fejungi, feque gregari

;

Pondus utifaxis, Color ignibu', Liquor aqua'i,

Taffus Corporibus cunclis, Intaclus Inani. 455
Servitium contra, Libertas, JDivitiaque,

Paupertas, Bellum, Concordia, cater a, quorum

Advent u manet incolumis natura, abituque,

Mac foliti fumusy ut par eft, Event a vocare.

Itempus

�7�� �/�8�&�5�(�7�,�, �/�� ����������
�3�Q�H�W�H�U�H�D�Q�L�E�L�O�H�M�W���T�X�D�G�S�D�¿�V�G�L�F�H�U�H�D�W�R�P�Q�L

�&�R�X�S�R�Q�V�����=�M�X�Q�W�W�X�P���I�H�F���U�H�W�X�P�T�X�H�F�À�H�Q�R�,�1�$�1�,�,��
�4�X�D�G�T�X�D�¿�W�H�U�W�L�D���L�W�U�H�U�X�P�Q�D�W�X�U�D�U�H�S�H�U�W�D��
���1�D�P�T�X�R�G�F�X�Q�T�X�H���H�U�L�W���H�À�H�D�O�L�T�X�L�G�G�H�D�H�R�L�W�L�G�L�S�I�X�P
���I�X�J�P�L�Q�H�R�H�O�J�U�D�Q�G�L���X�H�O�S�D�U���Q�R�G�H�Q�L�T�X�H�G�X�P�M�L�W��������
�&�X�L�¿�7�D�D�W�X�V�H�U�L�W�T�X�D�P�R�L�V�O�H�R�L�V���H�[�L�J�X�X���T�X�H��
�&�D�U�S�D�U�X�P�D�X�J�H�O�L�W�Q�X�P�H�U�X�P���I�X�P�P�D�P�T�X�H�I�H�T�X�H�W�X�U��
���L�Q�,�Q�W�D�W�W�L�O�H�H�U�L�W���Q�X�O�O�D�G�H�S�D�U�W�H�T�X�D�G�X�O�O�D�P
�5�H�P�S�U�R���D�L�R�H�U�H�T�X�H�D�W�S�H�U�I�H�W�U�D�L�P�L�U�H�P�H�D�Q�W�H�P��
�6�F�L�O�L�F�H�W���D�R�F�L�G�H�U�L�W�9�D�F�X�X�P���T�X�R�G�I�Q�D�Q�H�R�D�F�D�P�X�V����������

�3�U�W�F�W�H�U�H�D�S�H�U���H�T�X�R�G�F�X�Q�T�X�H�H�U�L�W���D�X�W�I�D�F�L�H�W�T�X�L�G��
�À�D�W�D�O�L�L�V�I�X�Q�J�L�G�H�D�H�R�L�W�D�J�H�Q�W�L�R�X�V�L�S�I�X�P��
�]�O�X�W�H�U�L�W�X�W�S�R�À�L�Q�W�L�Q�H�D�U�H�V�H�M�H���J�H�U�L�T�X�H��
�$�W�I�D�F�H�U�H�¿�G�I�X�Q�J�L�¿�Q�H�&�2�5�3�2�5�(�Q�X�O�O�D�S�D�W�H���O�U�H�V��
�1�H�F�S�U�D�D�H�U�H�O�R�F�X�P�S�D�U�U�D���Q�L�¿�,�Q�D�Q�H���9�D�F�D�Q�I�T�X�H������
�(�U�J�R�S�U�H�H�W�H�U�,�1�$�1�(�������ƒ �&������ �3�2�5�$���W�H�U�W�L�D�S�H�U�I�H
�1�X�O�O�D�S�D�W�H���W�U�H�U�X�P�L�Q�Q�X�P�H�U�R�Q�D�W�X�U�D�U�H�O�L�Q�T�X�L��
�1�H�H���T�X�D�I�X�R�¿�Q�I�X�V�F�D�G�D�W�X�O�O�R�W�H�P�S�R�U�H�Q�R�M�W�U�D�V��
�1�H�H���U�D�W�L�D�Q�H�D�Q�L�P�L�T�X�D�P�T�X�L�I�T�X�D�P�S�R�À�L�W�D�S�L�I�F�L��
�1�D�P�T�X�D�F�X�Q�T�X�H�D�O�X�H�Q�W���D�X�W�E�L�V�&�R�1�@�X�1�F�
�U�$�G�X�D��

�H�Z �� �����„��
�5�H�O�X�V�H�D�L�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�V���D�X�W�O�R�D�U�X�P�(�9�(�1�7�$ �Y�L�G�H�R�L�V��
�&�R�U�T�X�Q�W�W�X�P�¶�B���W�µ�L�G���T�X�D�G�Q�X�Q�T�X�D�P�À�Q�H�S�H�U�Q�L�F�L�D�O�L

�'�L�I�F�L�G�L�D�S�D�W�L�V�H���W���H�M�X�Q�J�L���¿�]�T�X�H�J�U�H�J�D�U�L��
�3�D�Q�G�D�V�X�W�L�I�D�[�L�V���&�D�O�D�U�L�J�Q�L�D�X�¶���/�L�T�X�R�U�D�T�X�D�L��
�7�D�F�L�W�X�V�&�R�U�S�D�U�L�D�X�V�F�X�Q�W�W�L�V���'�]�W�D�p�W�X�V�,�Q�D�Q�L���� �������B
�6�H�U�Y�L�W�L�X�P�F�R�Q�W�U�D���/�L�O�H�U�W�D�V���'�L�R�L�W�L�D�T�X�H���
 �7
�3�D�X�S�H�U�W�D�V���%�H�O�O�X�P���&�R�Q�F�R�U�G�L�D���F�H�H�W�H�U�D���T�X�R�U�X�P�+
�$�O�G�R�H�Q�W�X�P�D�Q�H�W�L�Q�F�D�O�X�P�L�V�Q�D�W���X�U�D���D�O�L�W�X�T�X�H���+
�I�U�O�H�H�F�I�D�O�L�W�L�I�Q�P�X�V���X�W�S�D�U�T���=���(�9�(�1�7�$�R�R�F�D�U�H��
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Book I. Of the Nature of Things. 39
Besides, there is Nothing you can ftrictly

fay, It neither Body is nor Void, which you may
call a third Degree of Things diftinct from thefe.

For every Being mud in Quantity be more or lefs

;

and if it can be touch'd, tho' ne'er fo fmail or

light, it muft be Body^ and fo efteemed ; but if

it can't be touch'd, and has not in itfelf a Power
to flop the Courfe of other Bodies as they pafs,

this is the Void we call an empty Space.

Again, x whatever Is muft either act itfelf, or
be by other Agents acted on ; or muft be fomer
what in which other Bodies muft have a Place and
move ; but Nothing without Body can acl, or be

acted on; and where can this be done, but in a

Vacuum or empty Space? Therefore, befide what
Body is or Space, no third Degree in Nature can

be found, Nothing that ever can affect our Senfe,

or by the Power of Thought can be conceiv'd.

All other Things you'll find effential Conjunffs,

or elk the Events or Accidents of thefe. I call

effential Conjunct, what's fo joined to a Thing
that it cannot, without fatal Violence, be forced

or parted from it •, fuch is Weight to Stones, to

Fire Heat, Moifture to the Sea, Touch to all

Bodies, and not to be touch'd effential is to Void-,

but, on the contrary, Bondage, Liberty, Riches,

Poverty, War, Concord, or the like, which not

affect the Nature of the Thing, but when they

come or when they go, the Thing remains en-

tire ; thefe, as 'tis fit we mould, we call Events.

x Nothing exifts but Body and Void ; for whatever is, ei-

ther has a Power of adting on another, or may fufFer from an-

other : that is, it muft be fubjett either to Action or Paflion,

and that muft be a Body ; or it muft be that in which Things
are contained, and in which they are made and moved, and
that is the Void.

P 4 y Time

�%�R�R�������,���2�I�W�K�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V��
�%�(�6�,�'�(�6�� �W�K�H�U�H�L�V�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�\�R�X�F�D�Q�^�L�U�L�F�W�O�\

�I�D�\���,�W�Q�H�L�W�K�H�U�%�R�G�\�L�V�Q�R�U�9�R�L�G���Z�K�L�F�K�\�R�X�P�D�\
�F�D�O�O�D�W�K�L�U�G�'�H�J�U�H�H�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V�G�L�O�L�L�Q�F�W�I�U�R�P�W�K�H�I�H���B
�)�R�U�H�Y�H�U�\�%�H�L�Q�J�P�X�O�W�L�Q�4�X�D�Q�W�L�W�\�E�H�P�R�U�H�R�U�O�H�I�V��
�D�Q�G�L�I�L�W�F�D�Q�E�H���W�R�X�F�K�¶�G���W�K�R�¶�Q�H�¶�H�U�I�R�I�P�D�O�O�R�U
�O�L�J�K�W���L�W�P�X�I�W�E�H�%�R�G�\���D�Q�G�I�R�H�O�W�H�H�P�H�G�� �E�X�W�L�I
�L�W�F�D�Q�¶���E�H�W�R�X�F�K�¶�G���D�Q�G�K�D�V�Q�R�W�L�Q�L�W�I�H�O�I�D �3�R�Z�H�U
�W�R�3�U�R�S�W�K�H�&�R�X�U�I�H�R�I�R�W�K�H�U�%�R�G�L�H�V�D�V �W�K�H�\�S�D�I�V��
�W�K�L�V�L�V�W�K�H�9�R�L�G�Z�H�F�D�O�O�D�Q�H�P�S�W�\�6�S�D�F�H�� �µ

�$�*�$�,�1���³�Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U�,�V�P�X�O�W�H�L�W�K�H�U�D�F�O���L�W�I�H�O�I���R�U
�E�H�E�\�R�W�K�H�U�$�J�H�Q�W�V�D�F�W�H�G�R�Q���R�U�P�X�O�O�F�E�H�I�R�P�H������
�Z�K�D�W�L�Q�Z�K�L�F�K�R�W�K�H�U�%�R�G�L�H�V�P�X�I�O���K�D�Y�H�D�3�O�D�F�H�D�Q�G
�P�R�Y�H�� �E�X�W�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�%�R�G�\�F�D�Q�D�F�W���R�U�E�H
�D�F�W�H�G�R�Q���D�Q�G�Z�K�H�U�H�F�D�Q�W�K�L�V�E�H�G�R�Q�H���E�X�W�L�Q�D
�9�D�F�X�X�P�R�U�H�P�S�W�\�6�S�D�F�H�"�7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���E�H�O�L�G�H�Z�K�D�W
�%�R�G�\�L�V�R�U�6�S�D�F�H���Q�R�W�K�L�U�G�µ�'�H�J�U�H�H�L�Q�1�D�W�X�U�H�F�D�Q
�E�H�I�R�X�Q�G���1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�W�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U�F�D�Q�D�I�I�H�F�W�R�X�U�6�H�Q�I�H��
�R�U�E�\�W�K�H�3�R�Z�H�U�R�I�7�K�R�X�J�K�W�F�D�Q�E�H�F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�¶�G��
�$�O�O�R�W�K�H�U�7�K�L�Q�J�V�\�R�X�¶�O�O�¿�Q�G�H�L�I�H�Q�W�L�D�O�&�R�Q�M�X�Q�F�L�V��
�R�U�H�O�I�H�W�K�H�(�Y�H�Q�W�V�R�U�$�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V�R�I�W�K�H�I�H���, �F�D�O�O
�H�O�I�H�Q�W�L�D�O�&�R�Q�M�X�Q�F�W���Z�K�D�W�¶�V�I�R�M�R�L�Q�H�G�W�R�D���7�K�L�Q�J
�W�K�D�W�L�W�F�D�Q�Q�R�W���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�I�D�W�D�O�9�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���E�H�I�R�U�F�H�G
�R�U�S�D�U�W�H�G�I�U�R�P�L�W���I�X�F�K�L�V�:�H�L�J�K�W�W�R�6�W�R�Q�H�V���W�R
�)�L�U�H�+�H�D�W���0�R�L�I�W�X�U�H�W�R�W�K�H�6�H�D���7�R�X�F�K�W�R�D�O�O
�%�R�G�L�H�V���D�Q�G�Q�R�W�W�R�E�H�W�R�X�F�K�¶�G�H�L�I�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�V�W�R�9�R�L�G��
�E�X�W���R�Q�W�K�H�F�R�Q�W�U�D�U�\���%�R�Q�G�D�J�H���/�L�E�H�U�W�\���5�L�F�K�H�V��
�3�R�Y�H�U�W�\���:�D�U���&�R�Q�F�R�U�G���R�U�W�K�H�O�L�N�H���Z�K�L�F�K�Q�R�W
�D�I�I�H�F�W�W�K�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I�W�K�H�7�K�L�Q�J���E�X�W�Z�K�H�Q�W�K�H�\
�F�R�P�H�R�U�Z�K�H�Q�W�K�H�\�J�R���W�K�H�7�K�L�Q�J�U�H�P�D�L�Q�V�H�Q��
�W�L�U�H���W�K�H�I�H���D�V�¶�W�L�V�I�L�W�Z�H�I�K�R�X�O�G���Z�H�F�D�O�O�(�Y�H�Q�W�V��

�� �1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�H�[�L�I�W�V�E�X�W�%�R�G�\�D�Q�G�9�R�L�G�� �I�R�U�Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U�L�V���H�L��
�W�K�H�U�K�D�V�D�3�R�Z�H�U�R�I�D�F�W�L�Q�J�R�Q�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���R�U�P�D�\�I�X�I�I�H�U�I�U�R�P�D�Q��
�R�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�W�L�V���L�W�P�X�O�O�E�H�I�O�W�E�M�H�F�W�H�L�W�K�H�U�W�R�$�F�W�L�R�Q�R�U�3�D�I�O�L�R�Q��
�D�Q�G�W�K�D�W�P�X�O�W�E�H�D�%�R�G�\�� �R�U�L�W�P�X�O�O�E�H�W�K�D�W�L�Q�Z�K�L�F�K�7�K�L�Q�J�V
�D�U�H�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D�Q�G�L�Q�Z�K�L�F�K�W�K�H�\�D�U�H�P�D�G�H�D�Q�G�P�R�Y�H�G���D�Q�G
�W�K�D�W�L�V�W�K�H�9�R�L�G��
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40 T. Lucretii Lib. I.

*fempus item per fe non eft, fed Rebus ah ipfis 460
Confequiiur fenftu, tranfaSium quid fit in avo,

Turn qua Res inftet ; quidporro deinde fequatur

;

Nee per fe quemquam Tempus f entire fatendu 9

ft

Semotum ab rerum motu, placidaque quiete.

Denique tfyndaridem rap tarn, belloque fub atlas 4 65
Trojugenas genteis cum dicunt effe, videndu ft,

Ne forte hac per fe, cogant nos, effe fateri:

§)uando ea facia hominum^ quorum hac event a fuere

Irrevocabilis abftulerit jam prater it a at as.

Namque aliud Rebus, aliud regionibus ipfis 470
Eventum did poterit, quodcunque erit aclum.

Denique Materiesfi rerum nulla fuiffet,

Nee Locus, ac Spatium, res in quo quaque geruntur^

Nunquam Tyndaridis forma conftatus amore

Ignis Alexandri Phrygio fub peel ore glifcens 475
Clara

,
accendijfet favi certamina belli :

Nee clam durateus ^rojanis Pergarnapartu

Inflammaffet equus noffiurno Grajugenarum \

Perfpicere ut poffts Res Geft as funditus omneis,

Non it a, uti Corpus, per fe conft are nee effe: 480

Nee r&iione cluere eadem, qua conftat In a ni;

Sed
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���p�J�X�L�M�]�O�U���(�P�I�P���W�P�Q�I�D�¿�X�P�T�R�L�G�¿�U�L�Q�…�
�8����
�X�P�J�]�]�R�R�5�H�V�L�L�"���L�H�W���T�X�L�G�S�R�U�U�R�R�L�R�L�Q�G�H�¿�J�X�R�]�]�O�U��
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Book I. Of the Nature of Things. 41
^TiME likewife of itfeif is Nothing; ou*

Senfe collects from Things themfelves what
has been done long fince, the Thing that prefent

is, and what's to come. For no one, we mult
own, e'er thought of Time diftinct from Things
in Motion or at Reft.

Tor when the Poets fing of z Helen's Rape,
or of the "Trojan State fubdued by War, we mult
not fey that thefe Things do exift now in them-
felves, fince Time, irrevocably pail, has long-
fince fwept away that Race of Men that were
the Caufe of thofe Events \ for every Act is either

properly the Event pf Things, or of the Places
where thofe Things are done.

Further, if Things were not of Matter
form'd, were there no Place or Space where
Things might act, the Fire that burrrd in Paris 9

Heart, blown up by Love of Helen's Beauty, had
never rais'd the famous Contefts of a cruel War^
nor had the Wooden Horfe fet Troy on fire, dis-

charging from his Belly in the Night the armed
Greeks : from whence you plainly fee that Actions
do not of themfelves fubfifl, as Bodies do, not
are in Nature fuch as is a Void, but rather are

* Pythagoras, Her adit us and others believed, that Time
was a Body; but Lucretius calls it an Event, attributed to

Things by the Mind or Thought only, according as they are
conceived to perfevere in tiie State in which they are, or to

ceafe from it, and to preferve a longer or fhorter Exiftence,

and to have it, or to have had it. or to be to have it. Epicu-
rus, becaufe he faw that Time is nothing befides Body and
Void, afferted, that it does not exift of itfeif, nor as a Con-
junct or Event, but as the chief Event of Events -

3 he taught,
that it exifts not in Reality, but only in the Mind, and there-

fore may properly be called a Being of the Underftanding.
z The Rape of He/en, and the Deftruttioii of Troy, are not

at this time, nor do exift in themfelves as Body and Void d,>„

but are, as it were, the Events of Things, of Perfons, or of
Places, for the Time pall has carried off thofe Men of whom
thofe Actions are Events.
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42 T. Lucretii Lib. L
Sed magis ui meritb pqftis Event a vocare

Corporis , atque loci, res in quo quaque gerantur.

Corpora funt porro partim Primordia rerum,

Parlim Concilio qua conftant principiorum. 48 5
Sed qua funt rerum Primordia, nulla pot eft vis

Stringer

e

; nam Solido vincunt ea corpora demum :

Etfi difficile ejfe videtur credere quicquam

In rebus Solido teperiri corpore pojfe •,

^ran/it enim Fulmen cceli per fepta domorum, 490
Clamor ut, ac Voces: Ferrum candefcit in igne

:

Diffiliuntque fero ferventia Saxa vapor e :

Conlabefaclatus rigor Auri folvitur aftu

:

Tumglacies JEris flamma devicla liquefcit :

Permanat calor Argent urn, penetrakque frigus 495
Quando utrumque, manu retinentes pocula rite,

Senfimus infufo lympharum rore fuperne

:

ZJfque adeo in rebus Solidi nihil effe videtur.

Sed quia vera tamen ratio , naturaque rerum

Qogit, adeSy paucis dum verfibus expediamus, 500

Mffe ea, qua Solido atque aterno corpore conftent y

Semina qua rerum, Primordiaque ejfe docemus

:

Unde omnis Rerum nunc conftet Summacreata.

Principio quoniam duplex natura duarum

Diffimilis rerum longe conftare reperta 'ft 505
Corporis atque Loci, res in quo quaque geruntur ;

Ejfe utramquejibi per fe, puramque necejje 'ft

:

Namqudcunque vacat Spatium, quod Inane vocamus 5

Corpus ed non eft : qua porro cunque tenet fe

Corpus, ed vacuum nequaquam conftat Inane. 510

Sunt igitur Solida, acjine Inani Corpora prima.

Praterea

�7���/�8�F�5�(�
�U���L �/�,�%���,��
�6�H�D�¶�P�D�J�L���D�W�P�H�U�L�U�R�S�R�À�L�U�(�9�(�1�7�$�Y�R�F�D�U�H
�&�R�U�S�R�U�L�V���D�O�J�D�H�/�R�F�L���U�H�V�L�Q�J�L�U�R�T�D�D�H�T�D�H�J�H�U�D�Q�W�X�U��

�&�R�U�S�R�U�D�I�D�D�W�S�R�U�U�R�S�D�U�W�L�P�3�U�L�P�R�U�G�L�D�U�H�U�X�P��
�3�D�U�L�L�P�&�R�D�F�L�O�L�R�J�D�W�H���������"���
�O�]�=�L�=�O�B�S���¶�]�
�����/�µ�=���3�O�������=�O���¶�,�=������ ��
�6�H�D�O�T�]�D�H�I�X�P�µ�U�H�U�X�P�3�U�L�P�R�U�D�O�L�D���D�D�O�O�D�S�R�W�H�M�L�:�L�V
�6�W�U�L�L�J�H�U�H���U�H�D�P�6�R�O�L�F�O�R�Y�L�D�F�D�D�W�F�D�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�R�O�H�P�D�P��
�(�U���L�F�O�L�À�L�F�L�O�H�H�À�H�W�]�L�F�O�H�W�D�U�F�U�H�G�H�U�H�J�D�L�F�J�D�D�U���
��
�,�Q�U�H�O�D�[�6�R�O�L�F�O�R�U�H�S�H�U�L�U�L�F�R�U�S�R�U�H�S�R�À�H�� ��
�7�U�D�D�¿�]�I�H�Q�L�U�D�)�X�O�P�H�D�F�F�H�O�L�S�H�U�I�H�S�O�D�G�R�P�R�U�D�P��������
�&�O�D�P�R�U�D�W���D�F�9�R�F�H�V���)�H�U�U�D�P�F�D�D�F�O�F�¿�L�W�L�Q�L�J�]�]�H����
�'�]�¿�O�L�D�D�W�T�D�H�I�H�U�R�I�H�U���Y�H�P�µ�L�D�6�D�[�D� �Y�D�S�R�U�H��
�&�R�L�]�O�D�O�H�I�D�¿�D�W�X�V�U�L�J�R�U�$�D�U�L�I�R�O�Y�L�F�X�U�W�H�¿�X��
�7�X�P�J�O�D�F�L�H�U�B���(�U�L�V�À�D�P�P�D�F�O�H�
�Y�L�F�
�=�D�O�L�J�X�H�I�F�L�L�µ��
�3�H�U�P�D�D�D�W�F�D�O�R�U�$�U�J�H�D�W�D�P���S�H�Q�H�W�U�D�O�H�T�X�H�I�U�L�J�D�V������
�4�D�D�Q�G�R�X�L�U�D�P�J�]�F�H���P�D�Q�L�F�U�H�I�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�V�S�R�F�D�O�D�U�L�W�H��
�6�H�D�¿�P�D�V�L�Q�I�D�I�R�O�\�P�S�E�D�U�D�P�U�R�U�H�I�X�S�H�U�Q�H��
�8���4�X�H�D�F�O�H�R�L�Q�U�H�O�L�H�V�6�R�O�L�G�L�D�L�E�L�O�H�>�@�H�Y�L�G�H�W�X�U��
�6�H�D�¶�T�X�L�D�
�Y�H�U�D�W�D�P�H�Q�U�D�W�L�R���Q�D�W�X�U�D�J�X�H�U�H�U�X�P �B
�&�R�J�L�W���D�F�O�H�V���S�D�X�F�L�V�G�D�P�W�Y�H�U���L�R�X�V�H�[�S�H�F�O�L�D�P�D�V��������
�(�¿�H�D���J�D�W�H�6�R�O�L�F�O�R�D�O�J�D�H�F�¼�O�¼���
�À���F�R�U�S�R�U�H�F�R�D�I�L�H�D�W��
�6�H�P�L�D�D�4�O�O�D�"�U�H�U�X�P���3�U�L�P�R�U�F�O�L�D�J�X�H�H�À�H�G�R�F�H�P�D�U��
�8�Q�F�O�H�R�P�D�L�V�5�H�U�D�P�Q�X�Q�F�F�R�Q���=�H�D�µ�6�D�P�P�D�F�U�H�D�P��

�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�L�R�T�D�R�D�L�D�U�Q�G�X�S�O�H�[�D�D�W�D�U�D�F�O�D�D�U�X�P
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Bo o k I. Of the Nature of Things. 4 3
more juftly called the Events of Body, and of
Space, where Things are carried on.

Lastly, Bodies are either the firft Seeds of
Things, or formed by the uniting of thofe Seeds.
a The fimple Seeds of Things no Force can

ftrain, their folid Parts will never be fubdued.

Tho' it is difficult, I own, to think that any
Thing in Nature can be found perfectly folid ; for

Heaven's Thunder parTes through the Walls of
Houfes, juft as Sound or Words ; Iron in the Fire

grows hot, and burning Stones fly into pieces by
the raging Heat ; the StifFnefs of the Gold is

Joofed by Fire, and made to run ; the hard
and folid Brafs, fubdued by Flames, diflblves ;

the Heat and piercing Cold panes through Sil-

ver , both of thefe we find, as in our Fland we
hold a Cup, and at the Top pour Water hot or

cold : fo nothing wholly folid feems to be found
in Nature. But becaufe Reafon and the fixed

State of Things oblige me, hear, I beg, while in

few Verfes we evince, that there are Beings that

confift of folid and everlafting Matter which we
call the Seeds, and the firft Principles of Things,
from whence the whole of Things begin to be.

And, firft, becaufe we find two Sorts of The Seeds

Things unlike in Nature, in themfelves diftinct, *re Solid*

Body and Space, 'tis neceffary each mould be en-

tire, and feparate in hfetfy for where there is a
Space which we call Void> there Nothing is of
Body, fo where Body is, there Nothing is of
empty Space : and therefore fuch Things there

are as Solids and firft Seeds, which Nothing in

them can admit of Void.
a He comes now to difpute more at large concerning Bodies^

which he divides into Simple and Compound, and aflerts, that
Simple Bodies, or the Principles of the Compounds, are moll
folid, perfectly full, and contain no Void -, tW he allow* this

js very hard to conceive.

1 Besides,

�%�R�R�W���,�� �2�I�W�K�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V��
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�6�S�D�F�H���Z�K�H�U�H�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D�U�H�F�D�U�U�L�H�G�R�Q��

�/�$�6�7�/�<���%�R�G�L�H�V�D�U�H�H�L�W�K�H�U�W�K�H�¿�U�L�W�6�H�H�G�V�R�I
�7�K�L�Q�J�V���R�U�I�R�U�P�H�G�E�\�W�K�H�X�Q�L�W�L�Q�J�R�I�W�K�R�I�H�6�H�H�G�V��
�³�7�K�H�,�L�P�S�O�H�6�H�H�G�V�R�I �7�K�L�Q�J�V�Q�R �)�R�U�F�H�F�D�Q
�I�O�U�D�L�Q���W�K�H�L�U�I�R�O�L�G�3�D�U�W�V�Z�L�O�O�Q�H�Y�H�U�E�H�I�X�E�G�X�H�G��
�7�K�R�¶�L�W�L�V�G�L�¿�L�F�X�O�W���, �R�Z�Q���W�R�W�K�L�Q�N�W�K�D�W�D�Q�\
�7�K�L�Q�J�L�Q�1�D�W�X�U�H�F�D�Q�E�H�I�R�X�Q�G�S�H�U�I�H�F�W�O�\�I�R�O�L�F�O�� �I�R�U
�+�H�D�Y�H�Q�¶�V�7�K�X�Q�G�H�U�S�D�I�O�H�V�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�W�K�H�:�D�O�O�V�R�I
�+�R�X�I�H�V���M�R�O�W�D�V�6�R�X�Q�G�R�U�:�R�U�G�V���,�U�R�Q�L�Q�W�K�H�)�L�U�H
�J�U�R�Z�V�K�R�W���D�Q�G�E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�6�W�R�Q�H�V�À�\�L�Q�W�R�S�L�H�F�H�V�E�\
�W�K�H�U�D�J�L�Q�J�+�H�D�W���W�K�H�6�W�L�¿���K�H�I�V�R�I�W�K�H�*�R�O�G�L�V
�O�R�R�I�H�G�E�\ �)�L�U�H���D�Q�G�P�D�G�H�W�R�U�X�Q���W�K�H�K�D�U�G
�D�Q�G�I�R�O�L�G�%�U�D�I�V���I�X�E�G�X�H�G�E�\ �)�O�D�P�H�V���G�L�I�I�R�O�Y�H�V����
�W�K�H�+�H�D�W�D�Q�G�S�L�H�U�F�L�Q�J�&�R�O�G�S�D�À�H�V�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�6�L�O�a��
�Y�H�U���E�R�W�K�R�I�W�K�H�I�H�Z�H�¿�Q�G���D�V�L�Q�R�X�U�+�D�Q�G�Z�H
�K�R�O�G�D�
�&�X�S���D�Q�G�µ�D�W�W�K�H�7�R�S�S�R�X�U�:�D�W�H�U�K�R�W�R�U
�F�R�O�G�� �I�R�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�Z�K�R�O�O�\�I�R�O�L�G�I�H�H�P�V�W�R�E�H�I�R�X�Q�G
�L�Q�1�D�W�X�U�H���%�X�W�E�H�F�D�X�I�H�5�H�D�I�R�Q�D�Q�G�W�K�H�I�L�[�H�G
�6�W�D�W�H�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V�R�E�O�L�J�H�P�H���K�H�D�U���,�E�H�J���Z�K�L�O�H�L�Q
�I�H�Z�9�H�U�I�H�V�:�H �H�Y�L�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W�W�K�H�U�H�D�U�H�%�H�L�Q�J�V�W�K�D�W
�&�R�Q�O�L�L�W�R�I�I�R�O�L�G�D�Q�G�H�Y�H�U�O�D�L�W�L�Q�J�0�D�W�W�H�U�Z�K�L�F�K�Z�H
�F�D�O�O�W�K�H�6�H�H�G�V���D�Q�G�W�K�H�¿�U�L�W�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V��
�I�U�R�P�Z�K�H�Q�F�H�W�K�H�Z�K�R�O�H�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V�E�H�J�L�Q�W�R�E�H��
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�W�L�U�H���´�D�Q�G�I�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�L�Q�L�W�I�H�O�I���I�R�U�:�K�H�U�H�W�K�H�U�H�L�V�D�B�B�B
�6�S�D�F�H�Z�K�L�F�K�Z�H�F�D�O�O�9�R�L�G���W�K�H�U�H�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�L�V�R�I
�%�R�G�\���I�R�Z�K�H�U�H�%�R�G�\�L�V���W�K�H�U�H�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�L�V�R�I
�H�P�S�W�\�6�S�D�F�H���D�Q�G�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�I�X�F�K�7�K�L�Q�J�V�W�K�H�U�H
�D�U�H�D�V�6�R�O�L�G�V�D�Q�G�¿�U�I�W�6�H�H�G�V���Z�K�L�F�K�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�L�Q
�W�K�H�P�F�D�Q�D�G�P�L�W�R�I�9�R�L�G��
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�^�R�O�L�G���S�H�U�I�H�F�W�O�\�I�X�O�O���D�Q�G�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�Q�R�9�R�L�G�� �W�K�R�¶�K�H���D�O�O�R�Z�V�W�K�L�V
�L�V�Y�H�U�\�K�D�U�G�W�R�F�R�Q�F�H�L�Y�H��
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44- T. Lucretm Lib. I.

Prater ea quoniam genitis in rebus Inane
'ft,

Materiem circum Solidam conjlare necejfe 'ft ;

Nee res ullapoteft vera rati one probari

Corpore Inane Juo celare atque intus habere ; 515
Si non, quod I cohibet, Solidum conftare relinquas.

Idporro nihil ejje pot eft, nifi Materia'!

Concilium, quod Inane queat rerum cohibere.

Materies igitur Solido qua corpore sonftat,

EJfe aterna pot eft, cum catera dijfolvantur. zzq

'Turn porroji nil effete quod Inane vacaret,

Omneforet Solidum ; nifi contra corpora caca

EJfent, qua loca complerent, quacunque tenerent

:

Omne, quod eft, Spatium vacuum conftaret Inane.

Alternis igitur nimirum Corpus Inani 525
Diftinclu 'ft, quoniam nee Plenum naviter extat j

Nee porro Vacuum : funt ergo corpora caca,

§ua Spatium Plenopoffmt diftinguere Inane.

Hac neque diffbhi plagis extrinjecus icla

Pojfunt : nee porro penitus penetrata ret exit 530
Nee ratione queunt alia tent at a lab are

:

Id quod jam [up era tibipaullo oftendimus ante.

Namneque conlidijine Inani pojfe videtur

§uicquam, necfrangi
i

nee findi in binafecando

:

Nee capere humor em, neque item manabile frigus 9

Nee penetralem ignem, qui bus omnia conficiuntur.

Et quam quaque magis cohibet res intus Inane, 53?
Tarn magis his rebus penitus tent at a labajcit.

Ergo, Ji Solida, acfine Inani Corpora prima

Sunt, ita uti docui, Jint hac JEterna necejfe 'ft. 540
Prater ea, nifi Materies jEternafuiJfet,

Antehac
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�+�D�H�F�Q�H�J�X�H�G�]�¿�O�Y�L�S�O�D�J�L�V�H�[�O�U�L�Q�I�H�F�L�F�V�L�F�L�D
�3�R�B�À�X�Q�L�����Q�H�F�S�R�U�U�R�S�H�Q�L�L�L�F�V�S�H�Q�H�L�U�D�O�D�U�H�O�H�Q�L��������
���1�H�F�U�D�F�L�R�Q�H�J�X�H�X�Q�W�D�O�L�D�F�H�Q�W�D�O�D�O�D�R�D�U�H��
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�1�D�Q�L�Q�H�R�X�H�F�R�Q�O�L�G�L�¿�Q�H�,�Q�D�Q�L�S�R�À�H�Q�L�G�H�W�X�U
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Bo o k I. Of the Nature of Things. 4 5
Besides ; becaufe in all created Things there

is a Void, 'tis neceffary fome folid Matter fhould

ftill include this Void-, nor can you prove, by any
Rule of Reafon, that any Thing contains within

it felf an empty Space, unlefs you will allow what
holds it in is perfect folid ; and this is Nothing
e\k but the clofe Union of firft Seeds, which bind
and do confine within themfelves this Void. Mat-
ter therefore compofed of folid Parts eternal is,

when all Things elfe mud die.

Further, if there was no fuch Thing as we
call Void, every Thing would be folid ; then

again, unlefs there were fome Things folid to fill

up the Space they hold, all would be empty
Space. Body from Space therefore is in itfelf di-

ftincl ; for all is neither full, nor is all Void ; and
therefore there are folid Seeds which make a Dif-
ference between Full and Space.

These folid Seeds by no Force from without
can be difTolved, nor can they be deftroyed by be-
ing pierced within, nor made to yield by any other

Means, as proved before. For Nothing can bebrui-

fedwithouta%z'i, or broken or by Force be cleft in

two, or receive Moiflure, or the piercing Cold,
or fearching Fire which all Things tlft deftroys.

And the more of Void the folid Seeds confine, the The Seeds

fooner when they are flruck will they diffolve, are£ur ~

and fall to pieces b
; therefore, if thefe firft Seeds

na '

are folid, free from Void, they, as I faid, muft
be eternal, and from Death fecure.

Again, if Matter had not been eternal, c long
before

b Having aflerted the Solidity of his Atoms, he proves they
are eternal ; for Solids are perfectly full, contain no Void, and
therefore are not fubjecl; to Diffolution, or to a Separation and
Dmfibility of Parts.

c If the firft Seeds of Things were difTolved, they would
fall into Nothing j for there are no Principles, prior to the firft,

into

�%�R�R�W���,�� �4�����µ���L�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V��
�%�V�V�U�R�H�V�� �E�H�F�D�X�I�H�L�Q�D�O�O�F�U�H�D�W�H�G�7�K�L�Q�J�V�W�K�H�U�H

�L�V�D�9�R�L�G���¶�W�L�V�Q�H�F�H�O�O�D�U�\�I�R�P�H�I�R�O�L�G�0�D�W�W�H�U�I�K�R�X�O�G
�^�W�L�O�O�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�W�K�L�V�9�R�L�G�� �Q�R�U�F�D�Q�\�R�X�S�U�R�Y�H���E�\�D�Q�\
�5�X�O�H�R�I�5�H�D�I�R�Q���W�K�D�W�D�Q�\�7�K�L�Q�J�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V�Z�L�W�K�L�Q
�L�W�I�H�O�I�D�Q�H�P�S�W�\�6�S�D�F�H���X�Q�O�H�I�V�\�R�X�Z�L�O�O�D�O�O�R�Z�Z�K�D�W
�K�R�O�G�V�L�W�L�Q�L�V�S�H�U�I�H�F�W�I�R�O�L�G���D�Q�G�W�K�L�V�L�V�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J
�H�O�I�H�E�X�W�W�K�H�F�O�R�I�H�8�Q�L�R�Q�R�I�¿�U�O�O�W�6�H�H�G�V���Z�K�L�F�K�E�L�Q�G
�D�Q�G�G�R�F�R�Q�¿�Q�H�Z�L�W�K�L�Q�W�K�H�P�I�H�O�Y�H�V�W�K�L�V�9�R�L�G���0�D�W��
�W�H�U�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�F�R�U�Q�S�R�I�H�G�R�I�I�R�O�L�G�3�D�U�W�V�H�W�H�U�Q�D�O�L�V��
�Z�K�H�Q�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V�H�O�I�H�P�X�L�W�G�L�H��

�)�8�5�7�+�(�5���L�I�W�K�H�U�H�Z�D�V�Q�R�I�X�F�K�7�K�L�Q�J�D�V�:�H
�F�D�O�O�9�R�L�G���H�Y�H�U�\�7�K�L�Q�J�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�I�R�O�L�G�� �W�K�H�Q
�D�J�D�L�Q���X�Q�O�H�I�V�W�K�H�U�H�Z�H�U�H�I�R�P�H�7�K�L�Q�J�V�I�R�O�L�G�W�R�¿�O�O
�X�S�W�K�H�6�S�D�F�H�W�K�H�\�K�R�O�G���D�O�O�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�H�P�S�W�\
�6�S�D�F�H���%�R�G�\�I�U�R�P�6�S�D�F�H�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�L�V�L�Q�L�W�I�H�O�I�G�L��
�L�W�L�Q�F�W���I�R�U�D�O�O�L�V�Q�H�L�W�K�H�U�I�X�O�O���Q�R�U�L�V�D�O�O�9�R�L�G�� �D�Q�G
�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�W�K�H�U�H�D�U�H�I�R�O�L�G�6�H�H�G�V�Z�K�L�F�K�P�D�N�H�D�'�L�I��
�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�)�X�O�O�D�Q�G�6�S�D�F�H�� ��

�7�Q�H�V�Q�I�R�O�L�G�6�H�H�G�V�E�\�Q�R�)�R�U�F�H�I�U�R�P�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W
�F�D�Q�E�H�G�L�I�I�R�O�Y�H�G���Q�R�U�F�D�Q�W�K�H�\�E�H�G�H�I�W�U�R�\�H�G�E�\�E�H��
�L�Q�J�S�L�H�U�F�H�G�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���Q�R�U�P�D�G�H�W�R�\�L�H�O�G�E�\�D�Q�\�R�W�K�H�U
�0�H�D�Q�V���D�V�S�U�R�Y�H�G�E�H�I�R�U�H���)�R�U�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�F�D�Q�E�H�E�U�X�L��
�I�H�G�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�D�9�R�L�G���R�U�E�U�R�N�H�Q�R�U�E�\�)�R�U�F�H�E�H�F�O�H�I�W�L�Q
�W�Z�R���R�U�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�0�R�L�L�O�X�U�H���R�U�W�K�H�S�L�H�U�F�L�Q�J�&�R�O�G��
�R�U�I�H�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J�)�L�U�H�Z�K�L�F�K�U�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V�H�O�I�H�G�H�¿�U�R�\�V��
�$�Q�G�W�K�H�P�R�U�H�R�I�9�R�L�G�W�K�H�I�R�O�L�G�6�H�H�G�V�F�R�Q�¿�Q�H���W�K�H

�D�Q�G�I�D�O�O�W�R�S�L�H�F�H�V�´���W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���L�I�W�K�H�I�H�¿�U�O�O���6�H�H�G�V
�D�U�H�I�R�O�L�G���I�U�H�H�I�U�R�P�9�R�L�G���W�K�H�\���D�V�, �I�D�L�G���P�L�O�O�µ��
�E�H�H�W�H�U�Q�D�O���D�Q�G�I�U�R�P�'�H�D�W�K�I�H�F�X�U�H��

�$�R�D�P���L�I�0�D�W�W�H�U�K�D�G�Q�R�W�E�H�H�Q�H�W�H�U�Q�D�O���µ�O�R�Q�J
�
 �E�H�I�R�U�H

�O�¶�+�D�Y�L�Q�J�D�L�I�H�U�W�H�G�W�K�H�6�R�O�L�G�L�W�\�R�I�K�L�V�$�W�R�P�V���K�H�S�U�R�Y�H�V�W�K�H�\
�D�U�H�H�W�H�U�Q�D�O�� �I�R�U�6�R�O�L�G�V�D�U�H�S�H�U�I�H�F�W�O�\�I�X�O�O���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�Q�R�9�R�L�G���D�Q�G
�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�D�U�H�Q�R�W�I�X�E�M�H�I�W�W�R�'�L�À�E�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�U�W�R�D�6�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�Q�G
�'�L�Y�L�¿�E�L�O�L�W�\�R�I�3�D�U�W�V��

�& �,�I�W�K�H�¿�U�O�W�6�H�H�G�V�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V�Z�H�U�H�G�L�O�I�R�O�Y�H�G���W�K�H�\�Z�R�X�O�G
�I�D�O�O�L�Q�W�R�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J���I�R�U�W�K�H�U�H�D�U�H�Q�R�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���S�U�L�R�U�W�R�W�K�H�¿�U�L�W��

�L�Q�W�R

��

�7�K�H�6�H�H�G��

�I�R�R�Q�H�U�Z�K�H�Q�W�K�H�\�D�U�H�^�W�U�X�F�N�Z�L�O�O�W�K�H�\�G�L�I�I�R�O�Y�H���³�´�`�(�
�´
�Q�L�O��



46 T. LuCRETir Lib. I.

Antehac ad Nihilumpenitus res qua que redijjent 5

De Nihiloque renata forent quacunque videmus.

At quoniam fupera docui Nil pofife creari

De Nihiloy nequequodgenitu 'ft ad Nil revocari : 545
Effe immoriali Primordia corpore debent,

Dijfolvi quo qtioeque fupremo tempore pofifint 5

Materies ut fuppeditet rebus reparandis.

Sunt igitur Solida Primordia Jimplicitate?

Nee ratione queunt alia fervata per ovum $$®
Ex infinitojam tempore res reparare.

'Denique^Ji nullum finem Naturapardffet

Frangendis rebus^ jam Corpora material

Ufque r edafl a forent 9 <evo frangente prior e+

Ut nihil ex illis a>certo tempore poffet $5$
Concept urn, fummumaetatis pervadere fiorem:

Namquidvis citius diffohi poffe videmus^

Quamrurfus refici. Quapropter longa diei

Infinite <etas anteafti temporis omnis

Quod fregiffet adhuc^ difturbans, dijfolvenfque, 560
Id nunquam reliquo reparari tempore poffet

:

At nunc nimirum frangendi redditafinis

Cert a manet : quoniam refici rem quamquevidemus^

Et finitajimul generation tempora rebus

$tare> qui bus poffint <zvi contingere for em. 565
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Book I. Of the Nature of Things. 47
before now all Beings had return 'd to Nothing, and
each Being we behola again had been reftored from
Nothing ; but, as before I proved, Nothing from
Nothing can be made, and what was once in

Being can ne'er to Nothing be reduced ; it fol-

lows, thofe firft Seeds mint be compofcd of Prin-

ciples immortal, into which at lad each Being
muft difTolve, and thence fupply an everlafting

Stock of Matter to repair the Things decay'd.

Thefe firft Seeds therefore are folid and fimple,

eKc they could not Jaft entire through Ages part

and infinite, to repair Beings perifhed anddifTolv'd.

But ftill,
d if Nature had prefix'd no Bounds

in breaking Things to pieces, the Parts of Matter,
broken by every pairing Age, had been reduced
fb fmall, that Nothing could of them be form'd
that would in any time become mature ; for

Things we fee much fooner are difiblv'd than are

again reftored ; and therefore what an infinite

Tract of Ages paft has broken, and feparated

and difiblv'd, in future Time can never be re-

paired ; fo that certain Bounds of breaking and
dividing muft be Cct, becaufe we fee each Being is

repaired, and ftated Times are fixed to every
Thing in which it feels the Flower of its Age.

into which they can be refolved ; and thus the Things that are

daily born would arife from Nothing ; it mull therefore be al-

lowed either that the Seeds are eternal, or that Things pro-

ceed from Nothing, which the Philofophers held as the grea-

teft Abfurdity.
d The Seeds of Things are of a fixed Magnitude, and in-

difToluble ; for had they been broken and wafted for fo vaft a
Trad of Time as is already paft, they would have been redu-

ced into Parts fo extremely fmall, that they could never in any
Length of Years, and therefore not in a few, be re-united and
made up again into one Mafs

;

And

�%�2�2�.�,���2�I�W�K�H�1�D�W�X�U�H���I�7�K�L�Q�J�V��
�E�H�I�R�U�H�Q�R�Z�D�O�O�%�H�L�Q�J�V�K�D�G�
�U�H�W�X�U�Q�¶�G�W�R�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G
�H�D�F�K�%�H�L�Q�J�Z�H�E�H�K�R�O�G�D�J�D�L�Q�K�D�G�E�H�H�Q�U�H�I�W�R�U�H�G�I�U�R�P
�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J���E�X�W���D�V�E�H�I�R�U�H�O�S�U�R�Y�H�G���1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�I�U�R�P
�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�F�D�Q�E�H�P�D�G�H���D�Q�G�Z�K�D�W�Z�D�V�R�Q�F�H�L�Q
�%�H�L�Q�J�F�D�Q�Q�H�¶���H�U�W�R�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�E�H�U�H�G�X�F�H�G���L�W�I�R�O��
�O�R�Z�V���W�K�R�I�H�¿�U�¿�6�H�H�G�V�P�X�¿���E�H�F�R�P�S�R�I�H�G�R�I�3�U�L�Q��
�F�L�S�O�H�V�L�P�P�R�U�W�D�O���L�Q�W�R�Z�K�L�F�K�D�W�O�D�I�W�H�D�F�K�%�H�L�Q�J
�P�X�O�O�G�L�À�E�O�Y�H���D�Q�G�W�K�H�Q�F�H�7�X�S�S�O�\�D�Q�H�Y�H�U�O�D�I�W�L�Q�J
�6�W�R�F�N�R�I�0�D�W�W�H�U�W�R�U�H�S�D�L�U�W�K�H�7�K�L�Q�J�V�G�H�F�D�\�¶�G��
�7�K�H�I�H�I�L�U�À���6�H�H�G�V�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�D�U�H�I�R�O�L�G�D�Q�G�¿�P�S�O�H��
�H�O�I�H�W�K�H�\�F�R�X�O�G�Q�R�W�O�D�À���H�Q�W�L�U�H�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�$�J�H�V�S�D�L�W
�D�Q�G�L�Q�¿�Q�L�W�H���W�R�U�H�S�D�L�U�%�H�L�Q�J�V�S�H�U�L�I�K�H�G�D�Q�G�G�L�À�
�R�O�Y�¶�G��
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�D�J�D�L�Q�U�H�L�W�R�U�H�G�� �D�Q�G�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�:�K�D�W�D�Q�L�Q�¿�Q�L�W�H
�7�U�D�F�W�R�I�$�J�H�V�S�D�L�O���K�D�V�E�U�R�N�H�Q���D�Q�G�I�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�G
�D�Q�G�G�L�¿�
�R�O�Y�¶�G���L�Q�I�X�W�X�U�H�7�L�P�H�F�D�Q�Q�H�Y�H�U�E�H�U�H��
�S�D�L�U�H�G�� �I�R�W�K�D�W�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�%�R�X�Q�G�V�R�I�E�U�H�D�N�L�Q�J�D�Q�G
�G�L�Y�L�G�L�Q�J�P�X�O�O�E�H�I�H�W���E�H�F�D�X�I�H�Z�H�I�H�H�H�D�F�K�%�H�L�Q�J�L�V
�U�H�S�D�L�U�H�G���D�Q�G�,�O�D�W�H�G�7�L�P�H�V�D�U�H�¿�[�H�G�W�R�H�Y�H�U�\
�7�K�L�Q�J�L�Q�Z�K�L�F�K�L�W�I�H�H�O�V�W�K�H�)�O�R�Z�H�U�R�I�L�W�V�$�J�H��

�L�Q�W�R�Z�K�L�F�K�W�K�H�\�F�D�Q�E�H�U�H�I�R�O�Y�H�G���D�Q�G�W�K�X�V�W�K�H�7�K�L�Q�J�V�W�K�D�W�D�U�H
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48 T. Lucretii Lib. L
Hue accedit) uti Solidiffima material

Corpora cum conftant^ pojjint tamen omnia reddi

Mollia^ quafianti A'er^ Aqua^ ^erra^ Vapor "es>

Quo patio fiant, & qua vt cunque genantur^

Admiftum quoniamjimul eft in rebus Inane. 576
At contra y ft Mollia fint Primordia rerum,

Unde que ant validi filiceS, ferrumque crearij

Nonpoterit ratio reddi. Namfundi tus omnis

Principio fundamenti Natura carebit.

Sunt igitur Solida pollentia fimplicitate^ $J$
Quorum condenfo magis omnia conciliatu

Arffaripoffuniy validafque qftendere vireis.

Deniquejam quoniam generatim reddita finis

Crefcendi rebus conftat y vitamque tuendi,

Et quid quteque queant per feeder a Natural 580
Quidporro nequeant fancitum quandoquidem exftat

;

Nee commutatur quicquam, quin omnia conftant>

Ufque adeo, varise volucres ut in or dine cunclte

Oftendant maculas generaleis corpori ineffe :

Imynutabile materia quoque corpus habere 585
Debeyit nimirum. Namji Primordia rerum

Commutari aliqua poffent ratione revicla,

Incertum quoque jam conftet^ quid poffit oriri y

Quid nequeat \ finita poteftas denique quoique

Quanamfit ratione> atque alti terminus hsereat -, 590

Ntc
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B o o k I. Of the Nature of Tfoings. 4 g
And yet, e though the firft Seeds of Things Whence

are folid, all Beings that are compounded, fuch a.sP rocee ^s

Air and Water, Earth and Fire, may be foft,
Softne ^

(however made* or by what Power form'd) and
from them be produced, becaufe there is a Void
ftill mixM with Things -, and, on the contrary *

if thefe firft Seeds were foft, what Reafon can

there be afTign'd whence hardned Flints and Iron

could be formed, for Nature would want the

proper Principles to work upon • and therefore

thefe firft Seeds muft fimple Solids be, by whofe
Union clofe and compact all Things are bound
up firm, and fo difplay their Strength and hardy

Force.

Again, f becaufe each Being in its Kind has
certain Bounds prefixed to its Increafe, and to the

Prefervation of its Life, and fince by Nature's

Laws it is ordained to each how far their Powers
to act or not extend ; fince Nothing changes, and
every Thing goes on as it began, each Kind of
Birds, moft fteady in their Courfe, mew the

fame Colours painted on their Wings, the Prin-

ciples of Matter whence theyfpring muft be fix'd

and unchangeable ; if the Seeds of Things could
change by any Means, 'twould be unknown:
what could be form'd, what not ; by what
Means every Being is limited, and flops fhort

within the Bounds it cannot break % nor could

e Soft Bodies may be compounded of folid Seeds by the In-

termixture of Void ; but if the Seeds were foft, how hard
Bodies mould be made from them is impofTible to conceive.

f Howcould Animals carry always upon them the diftin-

guifliing Marks of their feveral Kinds, if they were not formed
of Principles net liable to Change or Diffolution? If the Seeds

could be changed or dilTqlved, neither Men nor any other
Animals would retain their ufual Shapes ; fome would er-joy a
prodigious Strength and Length of Days, while others of the

fame Kind would be puny and fhort- lived. We mould fee

frequently white Crows,- and fometimes black Swans.
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50 T. Luc RET I I Lifivl.

Nee to ties poffent generatim facia referre

Naturam, motus, vitJum, morefque parentum.

'Tumporro, quoniam extremum cujufque c acumen ;

Corporis eft aliquod, noftri quod cernere fenfus

Jam neque unt, id nimirum fine partibus exftat, 595
Et Minima conftat natura \ necfuit unquam

Perfefecretum, neque pofthac ejfe valebit %

Alterius quoniam eft ipfum pairs, primaque, &ima:
Inde alia, atque aliajimiles ex or dine partes

Agmine condenfo naturam Corporis explent. 600

Qua quoniam per fe nequeunt conftare necejfe 'ft

Harere, ut nequeant ulla ratione revelli.

Sunt igitur Solida Primordia /implicit ate 5

Qua minimis ftipata coherent partibus arclt,

Non exMlorum convent u conciliata* 605
Sed magis sterna pollentia Simplicitate

:

Unde neque avelli quicquam, neque diminui jam
Coneedit Natura refervans femina rebus.

Praterea, nifl erit Minimum, Parviffima quaque

Corpora conftabunt ex partibus Infinitis ; 61

£>uippe ubi dimidia partis pars femper habebit

Dimidiam partem, nee res perfiniet ulla :

Ergo rerum inter fummamy minimamque qui efcit f

Non
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Book I. Of the Nature of Things

i

^r

the Courfe of Time in every Age, the Nature,

Motion, Diet, and the Manners of the old Sire

imprefs upon the Young.
Besides, g becaufe the utmoft Point or the

Extreme of every Body fomething is the Eye
cannot difeern^ it is not made of Parts, but is in

Nature what we call the Leaft ; which ne'er ex-
ifts of itfelf, divided from Body, nor ever can,

becaufe it is the very Firft and Laft of fomething
dk. For 'tis by neaping up fuch Parts as thefe,

one by another, that complete the Being of every

Body. Since then they can't fubfift apart, and
feparate, they muft needs Hick clofe, nor be di-

vided by the utmoft Force. Thefe Seeds there-

fore are in their Nature folid, and fimple, form'd
of fmalleft Parts bound clofe ; not tied together

by united Seeds of various Kinds, but in them-
felves entire, eternally unmix'd and pure, from
which Nature will fuffer Nothing to be forced or

kffened, referving them as firft Seeds, 1 to form*

and to repair thole Things that die.

Again, h fuppofe there was no Leaft, xhzjtomsl
fmalleft Bodies muft be compofed of Parts bound

-

lefs and infinite ; the Half of every Being muft
then contain another Half, fo there would be no
End of ftill dividing ; and where would be the
Difference between the fmalleft and the largeft Bo-

8 Every Seed is of neceflity fimple and indiffoluble, becaufe
it confifts of Parts even the leaft that can be conceived, and
which no Art or Strength can disjoin, becaufe no Art or
Strength can reduce into Nothing ; for Nothing goes into
Nothing.

h The firft Seeds are eternal and not to be diifolved, not be-
caufe they are deftitute of Parts, but becaufe they are folid,'

and therefore cannot be broken in pieces, nor divided by the
greateft F orce. Thefe Parts have no Parts, and are purely
Mathema tical ; for unlefs fuch Leafts are allowed, there would
be no- Inequality between the greateft and the fmalleft Things,
becaufe either of them would contain infinite Parts alike; and
thus both of them would be infinite, which is abfurd.

E 2 dies ?
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52 T. Lucretu Lib. I.

Non erit ut diftent: nam quamvis fundi tus omnis

Summafit Infinity tamenParviffima qua funt, 615

Ex Infinitis conftabunt partibus aque,

Quoi quoniam ratio reclamat vera, negatque

Credere poffe ariimum, viclus fat ear e neceffe 'ft,

Ejfe ea qua nullis jam pradita partibus exftent,

Et Minima conftent natura. Qua quoniam funt, 620

Ilia quoque ejfe tibi Solida, at que JEterna fatendum.

Denique ni Minimas in parteis cunffia refolvi

Cogere confueffet rerum Natura creatrix,

Jam nihil ex illis eadem reparare valeret

:

Propter ea quia, qua mult i s funt partibus aufla,6i$

Non poffunt ea, qua debet Genitalis habere

Matertes, varios Connexus, Pondera, Plagas,

Concur fas, Motus, per qua res quaque geruntur.

Porro, ft nulla 'ft frangendis reddita finis

Corporibus, tamen ex aterno tempore quadam 630
Nunc eiiam fup er are neceffe 'ft Corpora rebus,

§ua nondum clueant ullo tentata periclo :

At quoniam fragili natura pradita conftant,

Difcrepat aiernum tempus potuiffe manere

Innumerabilibus plagis vex at a per avum. 63$
Shiapropter, qui Materiem rerum ejfe put drunt

Ignem, at que ex igni Summamconfiftere folo

Magnopere
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dies? None in the lead -, for though the whole be

intirely infinite, yet Bodies that are (mailed would
contain infinite Parts alike, which, fince true

Reafon exclaims againd, nor will allow the Mind
to give afTent, you mud, convinced, profefs that

there are Bodies which are void of Parts, and are

by Nature Leaft ; fince fuch there are, you mud
admit them Solid and Eternal.

Lastly, * if Nature, Parent of Things, had
not compelled all Things that perim then to be

refolv'd into Leaft Parts, me could from them
repair Nothing that dies ; for Bodies that are

form'd of various Parts can never be endued with

Properties, which the fird Seeds of Things ought
to polfefs, as Union, Weight, and Force, A-
greement, Motion, by which all Things a6t.

And yet, k fuppofe that Nature had allowed

no End to Bodies being divided, yet fome Bo-
dies from Eternity mud have been, which by no
Force could ever be fubdued. But Bodies that

are form'd of brittle Seeds, and to be broken,

could not have remained for Ages infinite, vexed
as they have been with endlefs Blows, but mud
have been diffolv'd.

Where fore, thofe Sages who have thought
that Fire is the fird Principle of Things, and
from that alone the whole is form'd, do greatly

J If Nature did not leffen even to the minuteft Mites, the

Matter of which Things are formed would be unfit to undergo
thofe Changes, and receive thofe Figures, to which it rnuft ue

expofed ; for if thofe minute Bodies were formed of feveral

Parts, and contained within them any Void, they would not

be endued with an eoual Weight, or uniform Motion ; and
tnerefore could never be united together.

* If there were no Solids which could not be difiblv-

ed, where can we find thofe Bodies' that from Eternity hive re-

mained unbroken ? for frail Atoms, that for fo long a Tract of
Time have been expofed to infinite Strokes and Blows, mult of
nectflity have been diUblytd.
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54 T. Lucretii Lib. I.

Magnopere a vera lapfi ratione videntur.

Heraciitus init quorum dux pr alia primus,

Clarus ob obfcuram linguam magis inter inaneis, 640
Qiiamde gravels inter Gratis, qui vera requirunt.

Omnia enim Stolidi magis admirantur, amantque

Inverfis qua fub verbis latitqntia cernunt :

Veraque conftituunt, qua belle t anger e poffunt

Aureis, & lepido qua funt fucata fonore. 645
Namcur tarn varia respoffent ejfe, requiro,

Ex verojifunt Igni, pur que create ?

Nil prodejfet enim calidum denferier Ignem,

Nee rarefieri, fi partes Ignis eandem

Naturam, quam totus habet fuper Ignis, haberent.

Acrior Ardor enim conduclis parti bus ejfet : 651

Languidior porro disjeclis, difque fupatis.

Amplius hoc fieri nihil eft, quod pojfe rear is

J'alibus in caufis, nedum varlantia rerum

^Tanta queat den/is rarifque ex Ignibus ejfe. 655
At que Hi fi faciant, admiftum rebus Inane -

9

Denferi poterunt Ignes, rarique relinqui

;

Sed, quia mult a fib i cernunt contraria, mujfant,

Et fugitant in rebus Inane relinquere purum? £s?
?

Ardua dum metuunt, amittunt vera via'i: 66q
Nee rurfum cernunt exempto rebus Inani,

Omnia denferi, fierique ex omnibus unum

Corpus,
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Book I. Of the Nature of Things. 5 5
err from the true Rule of Reafon. The Cham- Againfl

pion of thefe, * Heraclitus, enters firft the Lifts, Heracii-

more famed for dark Exprefllon among empty
Greeks, than with the Wife, who fearch for

Truth 5 for none but Fools admire, and love

what they fee couch'd in Words abftrufe •, and
that they take for Truth which quaintly moves
the Ear, and painted o'er affects by witty Jing-

ling of the Sound.
For howfuch various Beings could arife, I afk,

if form'd from pure and real Fire ? To fay, mthat

the hot Fire is now condensed, and fometimes rari-

fied, would nought avail -, the feveral Parts mudHill

retain the Nature of Fire, the fame which the Fire

had when whole -

7 the Heat would be more fierce,

the Parts condensed, more languid when divided

and made rare. There's nothing more than this

you can derive from Caufes fuch as thefe, much
lefs fo great Variety of Things can be produced
from Fire or Flame, condenfed or made rare.

Indeed, would they admit in Things a Void,

Fire then might be condens'd orrarified ; but This,

becaufe it contradicts their Schemes, they murmur at,

and will allow in Things no empty Space: So, while

they fear to grant this difficult Truth, they lofe

the Way that's right, nor do they fee, by not al-

lowing there is in Things a Void, all Bodies
would be denfe, and out of all one only would be

- ? He taught, that all Things are made of Fire, and re-

folv'd again into Fire ; and tho' the Poet Tingles out this Phi-

lofopher, he takes it for granted, that his Arguments conclude
as ftrongly againfl others ; fince whatever oppofes this Doc-
trine of Fire,' will equally hold good againit the Air, or any
Other of the Elements.

m Heraclitus afierted, that Fire, by being condenfed, grows
moift, and To becomes Air ; and the Air, by Compreffion, be-:

comes Water; which Water, by Condenfation, is turned into

Earth : But this is not proved ; for the metre the Fire is condenfed,
the more it is Fire, and the Rarifa&ion is nothing to the pui-

ppfe j for rarity Fire as much as you will, it will ilill be Fire.
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�W�K�H�K�R�W�)�L�U�H�L�V�Q�R�Z�F�R�Q�G�H�Q�V�¶�G���D�Q�G�I�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V�U�D�U�L��
�¿�H�G���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�R�X�J�K�W�D�Y�D�L�O���W�K�H�I�H�Y�H�U�D�O�3�D�U�W�V�P�X�I�O�W�L�W�L�O�O
�U�H�W�D�L�Q�W�K�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I�)�L�U�H���W�K�H�I�D�P�H�Z�K�L�F�K�W�K�H�)�L�U�H
�K�D�G�Z�K�H�Q�Z�K�R�O�H���W�K�H�+�H�D�W�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�P�R�U�H�¿�H�U�F�H��
�W�K�H�3�D�U�W�V�F�R�Q�G�H�Q�V�¶�G���P�R�U�H�O�D�Q�J�X�L�G�Z�K�H�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�H�G
�D�Q�G�P�D�G�H�U�D�U�H���7�K�H�U�H�¶�V�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�P�R�U�H�W�K�D�Q�W�K�L�V
�\�R�X�F�D�Q�G�H�U�L�Y�H�I�U�R�P�&�D�X�I�H�V�I�X�F�K�D�V�W�K�H�I�H���P�X�F�K
�O�H�I�V�I�R�J�U�H�D�W�9�D�U�L�H�W�\�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V�F�D�Q�E�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G
�I�U�R�P�)�L�U�H�R�U�)�O�D�P�H���F�R�Q�G�H�Q�I�H�G�R�U�P�D�G�H�U�D�U�H��
�$ �,�1�'�(�(�'�� �Z�R�X�O�G�W�K�H�\�D�G�P�L�W�L�Q�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D �9�R�L�G��
�)�L�U�H�W�K�H�Q�P�L�J�K�W�E�H�F�R�Q�G�H�Q�V�¶�G�R�U�U�D�U�L�¿�H�G���E�X�W�7�K�L�V��
�E�H�F�D�X�I�H�L�W�F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�p�W�V�W�K�H�L�U�6�F�K�H�P�H�V���W�K�H�\�P�X�U�P�X�U�D�W��
�D�Q�G�B�Z�L�O�O�D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�7�K�L�Q�J�V�Q�R�H�P�S�W�\�6�S�D�U�H���6�R���Z�K�L�O�H
�W�K�H�\�I�H�D�U�W�R�J�U�D�Q�W�W�K�L�V�G�L�¿�L�F�X�O�W�7�U�X�W�K���W�K�H�\�O�R�I�H
�W�K�H�:�D�\ �W�K�D�W�¶�V�U�L�J�K�W���Q�R�U�G�R�W�K�H�\�I�H�H���E�\�Q�R�W�D�O��
�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�W�K�H�U�H�µ�L�V �L�Q�7�K�L�Q�J�V���a�D�9�R�L�G���D�O�O�%�R�G�L�H�V
�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�G�H�Q�I�H���� �D�Q�G�R�X�W�R�I�D�O�O�R�Q�H�R�Q�O�\�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H
�� �� �+�H�W�D�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D�U�H�P�D�G�H�R�I�)�L�U�H���D�Q�G�U�H��
�I�R���Y�¶�G�D�J�D�L�Q�L�Q�W�R�)�L�U�H���D�Q�G�W�K�R�µ�W�K�H�3�R�H�W�¿�Q�J�O�H�V�R�X�W�W�K�L�V�3�K�L��
�O�R�I�R�S�K�H�U���K�H�W�D�N�H�V�L�W�I�R�U�J�U�D�Q�W�H�G���W�K�D�W�K�L�V�$�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�V�F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H
�D�V�,�L�U�R�Q�J�O�\�D�J�D�L�Q�L�W�R�W�K�H�U�V�� �¿�Q�F�H�Z�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U�R�S�S�R�I�H�V�W�K�L�V�'�R�F��
�W�U�L�Q�H�R�I�)�L�U�H���
�Z�L�O�O�H�T�X�D�O�O�\�K�R�O�G�J�R�R�G�D�J�D�L�Q�I�W�W�K�H�$�L�U���R�U�D�Q�\
�2�W�K�H�U�R�I�W�K�H�(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���
 �
 �L

�����µ�+�H�U�D�F�O�L�W�D���D�¿�H�U�W�H�F�O���W�K�D�W�)�L�U�H���E�\�E�H�L�Q�J�F�R�Q�G�H�Q�I�H�G���J�U�R�Z�V
�P�R�L�¿���D�Q�G�^�
���E�H�F�R�P�H�V�$�L�U�� �D�Q�G�W�K�H�$�L�U���E�\�&�R�P�S�U�H�O�K�R�Q���E�H�ª��
�F�R�P�H�V�:�D�W�H�U���Z�K�L�F�K�9�L���D�W�H�U���E�\�4�R�Q�G�H�Q�I�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V�W�X�U�Q�H�G�L�Q�W�R
�(�D�U�W�K�� �%�X�W�W�K�L�V�L�V�Q�R�W�S�U�R�Y�H�G�� �I�R�U�W�K�H�P�R�U�H�W�K�H�)�L�U�H�L�V�F�R�Q�G�H�X�I�H�G��
�B���O���B�H�B�P�R�U�H�B�L�W�L�V�)�L�U�H���D�Q�G�W�K�H�5�D�U�L�I�D�p�W�L�R�Q�L�V�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�W�R�W�K�H�S�X�U��
�I�S�O�H���I�R�U�J�D�U�L�I�\�)�L�U�H�D�V�P�X�F�K�D�V�\�R�X�Z�L�O�O���L�W�Z�L�O�O�O�L�L�O�O�E�H�)�L�U�H��
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56 T. Lugretii Lib. L
Corpus ', nil ab fe quod poffit mitt ere raptim,

JEftifer Ignis uti lumen jacit, atque vapor em :

Ut vide as non e ftipatis partibus ejfe. 665
QuodJi forte ulla credunt ratione poteffe

Igneis in ccetuftingui, mutar eque corpus ;

Scilicet ex ulla facer e id Ji parte reparcent,

Occidet ad Nihilum nimirum funditus Ardor

Qmnis, £s? ex Nihilofient quacunque creantur, 6jQ
Namqiiodcunque fids mutatum finibus exit,

Coniinuo hoc mors eft illius, quod fuit ante ;

Proinde aliquid fuperare neceffe 'ft incolume olli,

Ne tibi res redeant ad Nilum funditus omnes,

De Nibiloque fenata virefcat copia rerum. 675
Nunc igitur, quoniam certiffima corpora quadam

Sunt, qua confervant naturam femper eandem,

Quorum abitu, aut aditu, mutatoque or dine, mutant

Naturam res, £2? convertunt corpora fefe\

Scire licet non ejfe hac Ignea corpora rerum. 680
Nil referret enim qua dam decedere, abire,

Atque alia aitribui, mutarique or dine qua dam,

Si tamen Ardoris naturam cuncla tenerent.

Ignis enim foret omnimodis, quodcunque crearent.

Verum, ut opinor, ita 'ft : Sunt quadam Corpora,

quorum 685

Concurfm 9

�7���/�8���*�5�(�7�,�/ �/�L�D���,��
�&�R�U�S�X�V���X�L�O�I�D�E�¿�]�T�X�D�G�S�F�À�L�W�X�D�L�W�W�F�U�F�U�D�S�W�L�P��
���(�B���L�]�I�F�U�,�J�X�L�V�L�X�W�L�=�X�P�F�X�M�D�F�L�W���D�U�J�X�H�Y�D�S�R�U�H�P��
�8���Y�L�G�H�D�V�X�R�X�p���L�]�S�D�F�L�V�S�D�U�W�L�R�X�V�H�M�L�]�� �� ����

�4�X�R�F�O�¿�I�R�U�W�p�X�O�O�D�F�U�F�G�X�P�µ�U�D�W�L�R�X�F�S�R�W�F�À�p
�,�J�X�H�L�V�L�X�F�D�F�X�¿�L�X�J�]�F�L���X�L�X�W�D�U�F�R�X�H�F�R�U�S�X�V��

�6�F�L�O�L�F�F�]�H�[�X�O�O�D�I�D�F�H�U�H�L�D�¶���=�S�D�U�W�F�U�H�S�D�U�F�F�X�W��
�2�F�F�L�G�F�U�D�G�1�L�O�R�L�O�X�P�X�L�P�L�U�X�P�I�X�X�G�L�W�X�V�G�U�F�O�R�U
�2�P�X�L�V���4���¶ �R�[�1�L�E�L�O�R�¿�F�P�µ�T�X�D�F�X�X�T�X�F�F�U�H�D�X�O�X�U��������
�1�D�P�D�X�R�F�O�F�X�X�T�X�F���=�]�L�V�P�X�W�D�W�X�P�¿�X�L�R�X�V�H�[�L�W��
�&�R�X�W�L�X�X�R�������F�X�L�R�U�V�F�¿�L�O�O�L�X�V���T�X�D�G�I�X�L�]�µ�D�X�W�R��
�3�U�R�L�X�G�F�D�O�L�T�X�L�F�L�I�X�S�H�U�D�U�F�X�H�F�H�À���¶���L�L�X�F�R�O�X�L�X�H�R�O�O�L��
�1�H�U�L�E�L�U�F�V�U�F�D�O�H�D�P�µ�D�G�1�L�O�X�P�I�X�X�F�O�L�W�X�V�R�L�X�X�F�V��
�'�F �1�L�E�L�O�R�J�X�F�U�H�X�D�W�D�W�X�L�U�F�I�F�D�]�F�R�S�L�D�U�H�U�X�P��������

�1�X�X�F�L�J�L�W�X�U�I���T�X�R�X�L�D�X�L�F�F�U�W�]�À�P�D�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�T�X�D�G�D�P
�6�X�P�µ���T�X�D�¶�F�R�X�M�p�U�Y�D�X�L�X�D�W�X�U�D�P�¿�P�S�F�U�F�D�X�F�L�F�P��
�4�X�R�U�X�P�D�R�L�]�X���D�X�W�D�F�O�L�W�X���P�X�W�D�W�R�J�X�F�R�U�G�L�X�F���P�X�W�D�Q�W
�1�D�W�X�U�D�P�U�H�V���…���¶�F�R�X�Y�H�U�O�X�X�W�F�R�U�S�R�U�D���N�I�F��
�6�F�L�U�H�O�L�F�F�W�U�]�R�X�H�À�F�E�F�U�F�,�J�X�F�D�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�U�H�U�X�P��������
�1�L�O�U�H�I�H�U�U�H�U�µ�F�X�L�L�X�T�X�D�F�L�D�P�G�F�F�F�G�F�U�F���D�R�L�U�H��
�À�W�T�X�F�D�O�L�D�D�W�W�U�L�D�X�L���P�X�W�D�U�L�J�X�F�R�U�G�L�U�]�H�T�X�D�G�D�P���¶
�6�L�W�D�P�F�X�À�U�G�R�U�L�V�X�D�W�X�U�D�P���F�X�Q�¿�D�W�H�X�F�U�F�X�W���L
�,�J�X�L�V�F�X�L�P�I�R�U�F�W���R�L�L�P�L�P�R�G�L�V���J�X�R�F�L�F�X�X�J�X�F�F�U�H�D�U�F�X�W��
�)�R�U�X�P���X�O�R�S�L�X�R�U���L�W�D �6�X�P�µ�T�]�X�R�G�D�P�&�R�U�S�R�U�D��
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Book I. Of the Nature of "Things. 57
made, which could by force emit Nothing without

it felf, as the hot Fire emits both Light and Heat,

which fhews it is not compofed of crouded Parts,

without a Void.

But if they think, that n Fire in all its Parts

may be extinguifh'd, and fo its Body change •, if

they infill: that This may once be done, then the

whole Fire muft be refolv'd to Nothing, and
Things new-form from Nothing muft arife ;

for whatfoever is chang'd, and breaks the Bounds
of its firft Nature, dies, and is no more what firft

it was : fome Seeds of Beings therefore muft ftill

remain whole and unhurt, left Things to No-
thing fhould perfectly return ; and then revive,

and mould again from Nothing be reftored.

But now, fince there remain fome certain

Seeds that keep their Nature ftill the fame,

whofe Abfence or their Prefence, and their

Change of Order change the Nature of compound
Bodies, you muft not think that thefe ° firft Seeds

are fiery ; if they were, what would it fignify

what Seeds are abfent, or what retire, what o-

thers take their place, how others may their

Rank and Order change, fince Ail would ftill be
in their Nature Fire, and Beings form'd from
Them muft wholly be of Fire ? But, as I think,

the Cafe is thus : Some certain Seeds there are by

n If Fire be a fimple and uncompounded Thing, of which
all Things are made, it cannot change without totally perifh-

ing; a compound Body may change, and ailume another
State, bat a Body uncompounded, if it lofes its firft Nature,
entirely dies.

The firft Seeds are not fiery in their own Nature ; if they
were, neither adding, detracting, nor tranfpofing them, would
fignify nothing to produce any Effect : for if tiie Nature of
Fire ftill continued fafe, nothing but Fire can be made of it.

He fays further, that certain Corpulcles, whofe Form cannot
be perceived by Senfe, are the firit Principles of Things, from
whofe meeting and uniting in various Manners, Fire and all

Things elfe are produced.

3 whofe

�%�������� �,�� �2�I�W�E�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V��
�P�D�G�H���Z�K�L�F�K�F�R�X�O�G�E�\�I�R�U�F�H�H�P�L�W�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W
�L�W�I�H�O�I���D�V�W�K�H�K�R�W�)�L�U�H�H�P�L�W�V�E�R�W�K�/�L�J�K�W�D�Q�G�+�H�D�W��
�Z�K�L�F�K�^�K�H�Z�V�L�W�L�V�Q�R�W�F�R�P�S�R�I�H�G�R�I�F�U�R�X�G�H�G�3�D�U�W�V��
�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D�9�D�L�G��

�%�8�7�L�I�W�K�H�\�W�K�L�Q�N���W�K�D�W�³�)�L�U�H�L�Q�D�O�O�L�W�V�3�D�U�W�V
�P�D�\�E�H�H�[�W�L�Q�J�X�L�I�K�¶�G���D�Q�G�I�R�L�W�V�%�R�G�\�F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �L�I
�W�K�H�\�L�Q�¿�L�W�W�K�D�W�7�K�L�V�P�D�\�R�Q�F�H�E�H�G�R�Q�H���W�K�H�Q�W�K�H
�Z�K�R�O�H�)�L�U�H�P�X�L�W�E�H�U�H�I�R�O�Y�¶�G�W�R�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G
�7�K�L�Q�J�V�Q�H�Z���I�R�U�Q�L�I�U�R�I�Q�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�P�X�L�W�D�U�L�I�H��
�I�R�U�Z�K�D�W�I�R�H�Y�H�U�L�V�F�K�D�Q�J�¶���W�O���D�Q�G�E�U�H�D�N�V�W�K�H�%�R�X�Q�G�V
�R�I�L�W�V�¿�U�I�W�1�D�W�X�U�H���G�L�H�V���D�Q�G�L�V�Q�R�P�R�U�H�Z�K�D�W�¿�U�À��
�L�W�:�D�V���I�R�P�H�6�H�H�G�V�R�I�%�H�L�Q�J�V�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�P�X�¿���^�W�L�O�O
�U�H�P�D�L�Q�Z�K�R�O�H�D�Q�G�X�Q�K�X�U�W���O�H�I�W�7�K�L�Q�J�V�W�R�1����
�W�K�L�Q�J�I�K�R�X�O�G�S�H�U�I�H�F�W�O�\�U�H�W�X�U�Q���D�Q�G���� �W�K�H�Q�U�H�Y�L�Y�H��
�D�Q�G�L�K�R�X�O�G�D�J�D�L�Q�I�U�R�P�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�E�H�U�H�I�W�R�U�H�G��

�%�8�7�Q�R�Z���L�L�Q�F�H�W�K�H�U�H�U�H�P�D�L�Q�I�R�P�H�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q
�6�H�H�G�V�W�K�D�W�N�H�H�S�W�K�H�L�U�1�D�W�X�U�H�^�W�L�O�O�W�K�H�³�I�D�P�H��
�Z�K�R�I�H�$�E�I�H�Q�F�H�R�U�W�K�H�L�U�3�U�H�I�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G�W�K�H�L�U
�&�K�D�Q�J�H�R�I�2�U�G�H�U�F�K�D�Q�J�H�W�K�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I�F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G
�%�R�G�L�H�V���\�R�X�P�X�O�O���Q�R�W�W�K�L�Q�N�W�K�D�W�W�K�H�I�H�ƒ�¿�U�I�W�6�H�H�G�V
�D�U�H�¿�H�U�\���L�I�W�K�H�\�Z�H�U�H���Z�K�D�W�Z�R�X�O�G�L�W�¿�J�Q�L�I�\�W
�Z�K�D�W�6�H�H�G�V�D�U�H�D�E�I�H�Q�W���R�U�Z�K�D�W�U�H�W�L�U�H���Z�K�D�W�H��
�W�K�H�U�V�W�D�N�H�W�K�H�L�U�S�O�D�F�H���K�R�Z�R�W�K�H�U�V�P�D�\ �W�K�H�L�U
�5�D�Q�N�D�Q�G�2�U�G�H�U�F�K�D�Q�J�H���¿�Q�F�H�$�O�O�Z�R�X�O�G�3�W�L�O�O�E�H
�L�Q�W�K�H�L�U�1�D�W�X�U�H�)�L�U�H���D�Q�G�%�H�L�Q�J�V�I�R�U�P�¶�G�I�U�R�P
�7�K�H�P�P�X�À���Z�K�R�O�O�\�E�H�R�I�)�L�U�H�" �%�X�W���D�V�,�W�K�L�Q�N��
�W�K�H�&�D�I�H�L�V�W�K�X�V���6�R�P�H�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�6�H�H�G�V�W�K�H�U�H�D�U�H�E�\

�³ �,�I�)�L�U�H�E�H�D�L�L�P�S�O�H�D�Q�G�L�P�F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G�H�G�7�K�L�Q�J���R�I�Z�K�L�F�K
�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D�U�H�P�D�G�H���L�W�F�D�Q�Q�R�W�F�K�D�Q�J�H�Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�W�R�W�D�O�O�\�S�H�U�L�L�K��
�L�Q�J���D �F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G�%�R�G�\�P�D�\ �F�K�D�Q�J�H���D�Q�G�D�¿�L�L�P�H�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U
�6�W�D�W�H���E�X�W�D�%�R�G�\�X�Q�F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G�H�G���L�I�L�W�O�R�I�H�V�L�W�V�¿�U�L�W�1�D�W�X�U�W�J��
�H�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\�G�L�H�V��
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58 T. Lucretii Lie. L
Concurfus, Motus, Ordo, Pojitura, Figure,

Efficiunt Ignes, mutatoque or dine mutant

Naturam ; nequefunt Igni fimulata^ neque ulla

Praterea reii y qua corpora mittere pojfit

Senfibus, 6? noftros adjeclu tangere taclus. 690
Die ere porro Ignem res omneis ejfe y neque ullam

Remveram in numero rerum conftare % nifi Ignem*

Quodfacit Hie Idem, perdelirum ejfe videtur.

Namcontra Senfus ab Senftbus ipfe repugnat

:

Et labefaEiat eos y unde omnia credit a pendent: 695
Unde hie cognitus eft ipft y quern nominat Ignem.

Credit enim Senfus Ignem cognofcere vere y

Catera non credit \ nihilo qua clara minus funt

:

Quod mihi cum vanum y turn delirum ejfe videtur.

Quo refer emus enim ? Quid nobis certius ipfis 700

Senftbus ejfe pot eft , quo vera ae falfa notemus ?

Prater ea y quare quifquam magis Omnia tollat,

Et velit Ardor is naturam linquere folam,

Quamneget ejfe Ignis y Summamtamen ejfe reliq*

quat?

JEqua videtur enim dementia die ere utrumque. 705
Quapropter qui Materiem rerum ejfe putdrunt

Ignem y Mque ex Igni Summamcmjiftere pojfe

:

Et qui principium gignundis Aera rebus

Conftituere : aut Humorem quincunque putdrunt

finger e res ipfum per fe ; Terramve creare fio

Omnia
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g o o k I. Of the Nature tf Things. 5 9
whofe Concuflion, Motion, Order, Site, and Fi-

gure, Fire is form'd •, and when their Order is

chang'd, they change the Nature of this Fire

;

but thefe firft Seeds have nothing fiery in them-

felves, nor of fuch a Nature are they, as to fend

forth Bodies to be perceiv'd by Senfe, or be the

Object of our Touch.
p And now to fay that every Thing is Fire,

that no true Thing in Nature does exift but Fire,

as this Man does, is Madnefs all', he contradicts

his Senfes by his Senfe, and overthrows thofe

Tefts of Truth by which all Things are known

:

For 'tis by Themwe know that Thing which he
calls Fire, and this Senfe concludes, it truly

knows the Nature of this Fire ; but then all other

Things it will deny, which equally are true.

This is to mea vain and foolifh. Way to judge ;

for to what fhall we apply ? And what can be
more fure than are our Senfes to us, by which we
fully know Fallrfood and Truth?

Besides, why any one fhould all Things elfe

difclaim, and only Fire allow, or fay there's no
fuch Thing as Fire, and all Things eJfe allow,

either of thefe is vain, and equal Madnefs to be-

lieve.

Wherefore, q thofe Sages who contend that

Fire is the firft Principle, and that of Fire all

Things confift, and thofe who make the Air the

firft Seeds of Bodies, and fuch who fay the Wa-
ter is the fole Caufe of Beings, or that the Earth

P Heraclitus confefles, he knows Fire by the Help of his
Senfes ; Lucretius urges, that by his Senfes he difcovers other
Things befides Fire. The Phiiofopher never denied, but that
other Things befides Fire appeared, but he would not allow
them to be ; the Poet infills, that other Things befides Fire
truly are, and that the Senfes evidently difcover them to be.

* Heraclitus held, that Fire, Anaximenes Milejius, that
Air, Thales Milejius, that Water, and Pherecydes, that Earth
was the firft Principle of all Things.

all

�%�������� �,���2�I�L�O�L�H�1�D�W�X�U�H���I�
�I�7���L�U���B�J�V��
�Z�K�R�O�H�&�R�Q�F�X�¿�L�R�Q���0�R�W�L�R�Q���2�U�G�H�U���6�L�W�H���D�Q�G�)�L��
�J�X�U�H���)�L�U�H�L�V�I�R�U�P�¶�G�� �D�Q�G�Z�K�H�Q�W�K�H�L�U�4�U�G�H�U���6
�†�K�D�Q�J�¶�G���W�K�H�\�F�K�D�Q�J�H�W�K�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I�W�K�L�V�)�L�U�H��
�E�X�W�W�K�H�I�H�¿�U�I�W�6�H�H�G�V�K�D�Y�H�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�¿�H�U�\�L�Q�W�K�H�P��
�I�H�O�Y�H�V���Q�R�U�R�I�I�X�F�K�D �1�D�W�X�U�H�D�U�H�W�K�H�\���D�V�W�R�I�H�Q�G
�I�R�U�W�K�%�R�G�L�H�V�W�R�E�H�S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�¶�G�E�\ �6�H�Q�I�H���R�U�E�H�W�K�H
�2�E�M�H�F�W�R�I�R�X�U�7�R�X�F�K��
�µ �3 �$�1�' �Q�R�Z�W�R�I�D�\�W�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U�\�7�K�L�Q�J�L�V�)�L�U�H��
�W�K�D�W�Q�R�W�U�X�H�7�K�L�Q�J�L�Q�1�D�W�X�U�H�G�R�H�V�H�[�L�L�W�E�X�W�)�L�U�H��
�D�V�W�K�L�V�0�D�Q�G�R�H�V���L�V���O�?���O�D�G�Q�H�I�V�D�O�O���K�H�F�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�V
�K�L�V�6�H�Q�I�H�V�E�\ �K�L�V�6�H�Q�I�H���D�Q�G�R�Y�H�U�W�K�U�R�Z�V�W�K�R�I�H
�7�H�L�W�V���R�I�B�7�U�X�W�K�E�\�Z�K�L�F�K�D�O�O�µ�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D�U�H�N�Q�R�Z�Q��
�)�R�U�B���B�¶�W�L�V�E�\�7�K�H�P�Z�H�N�Q�R�Z�W�K�D�W�7�K�L�Q�J�Z�K�L�F�K�K�H
�F�D�O�O�V�)�L�U�H���D�Q�G�W�K�L�V�6�H�Q�I�H�F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���L�W�W�U�X�O�\
�N�Q�R�Z�V�W�K�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I�W�K�L�V�)�L�U�H�� �E�X�W�W�K�H�Q�D�O�O�R�W�K�H�U
�7�K�L�Q�J�V�L�W�Z�L�O�O�G�H�Q�\���Z�K�L�F�K�H�T�X�D�O�O�\�D�U�H�W�U�X�H��
�7�K�L�V�L�V�W�R�P�H�D�Y�D�L�Q�D�Q�G�I�R�R�O�L�O�K�:�D�\ �W�R�M�X�G�J�H��
�I�R�U�W�R�Z�K�D�W�^�K�D�O�O�Z�H�D�S�S�O�\�"�$�Q�G�Z�K�D�W�F�D�Q�E�H
�P�R�U�H�I�X�U�H�W�K�D�Q�D�U�H�R�X�U�6�H�Q�I�H�V�W�R�X�V���E�\�Z�K�L�F�K�Z�H
�I�X�O�O�\�N�Q�R�Z�)�D�O�L�O�I�R�R�G�D�Q�G�7�U�X�W�K�"

�%�(�6�,�'�(�6���Z�K�\�D�Q�\�R�Q�H�I�K�R�X�O�G�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V�H�O�I�H
�G�L�I�F�O�D�L�P���D�Q�G�R�Q�O�\�)�L�U�H�D�O�O�R�Z���R�U�I�D�\�W�K�H�U�H�¶�V�Q�R
�I�X�F�K�7�K�L�Q�J�D�V�)�L�U�H���D�Q�G�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V�H�O�I�H�D�O�O�R�Z��
�H�L�W�K�H�U�R�I�W�K�H�I�H�L�V�Y�D�L�Q���D�Q�G�H�T�X�D�O�0�D�G�Q�H�I�V�W�R�E�H��
�O�L�H�Y�H��

�:�+�(�5�( �)�2�5 �(�� �4 �W�K�R�I�H�6�D�J�H�V�Z�K�R�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�G�W�K�D�W
�)�L�U�H�L�V�W�K�H�¿�U�L�O���3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H���D�Q�G�W�K�D�W�R�I�)�L�U�H�D�O�O
�7�K�L�Q�J�V�F�R�Q�L�L�L�W���D�Q�G�W�K�R�I�H�Z�K�R�P�D�N�H�W�K�H�$�L�U�W�K�H
�B�¿�U�I�¶�W�6�H�H�G�V�R�I�%�R�G�L�H�V���D�Q�G�I�X�F�K�Z�K�R�I�D�\�W�K�H�:�D��
�W�H�U�L�V�W�K�H�I�R�O�H�&�D�X�I�H�R�I�%�H�L�Q�J�V���R�U�W�K�D�W�W�K�H�(�D�U�W�K

�3 �+�H�U�D�F�O�L�W�X�U�F���Q�I�
�H�^�O�
�H�V���K�H�N�Q�R�Z�V�)�L�U�H�E�\ �W�K�H�+�H�O�S�R�I�K�L�V
�6�H�Q�I�H�V�� �/�X�]�µ �
 �a �
 �
�+ �B �� �B �U�H�W�P���X�U�J�H�V���W�K�D�W�E�\ �K�L�V�6�H�Q�I�H�V�K�H�G�L�I�F�R�Y�H�U�V�R�W�K�H�U
�7�K�L�Q�J�V�E�H�¿�G�H�V�)�L�U�H���7�K�H�3�K�L�O�R�I�R�S�K�H�U�Q�H�Y�
�H�U�G�H�Q�L�H�G���E�X�W�W�K�D�W
�R�W�K�H�U�7�K�L�Q�J�V�R�H�L�L�G�H�V�)�L�U�H�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���E�X�W�K�H�Z�R�X�O�G�Q�R�W�D�O�O�R�Z
�W�K�H�P�W�R�R�H���W�K�H�3�R�H�W�L�Q�¿�L�W�V���W�K�D�W�R�W�K�H�U�7�K�L�Q�J�V�E�H�¿�G�H�V�)�L�U�H
�W�U�X�O�\�D�U�H���D�Q�G�W�K�D�W�W�K�H�6�H�L�L�I�H�V�H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W�O�\�G�L�L�F�R�Y�H�U�W�K�H�P�W�R���E�H��

�4 �+�H�U���Q�U�O�]�W�X�L�K�H�O�G���W�K�D�W�)�L�U�H���À���]�D�����
�L�����������������@�O���
�]�
���U�I���L�]�]�U�W���W�K�D�W
�B �Y�L�� �� �a��

�$������ �������������¶�� �L�L���
�������H�¿�]�]�U���W�K�D�W�:�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G�,�¶���¼�F�U�H�^���
�D�¶�V�����,�O�O���O�"���L�(�����
�L�L�O��
�Z�D�V�W�K�H�¿�U�L�O�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�R�I�D�O�O�7�O�L�L�Q�J�V��

�� �D�O�O



60 T. Lucretii Lib. I.

Omnia, 6f in rerum naturas vertier omneis

:

Magnopere a vero longeque errdjfe videntur.

Adde etiam qui conduplicant primordia rerum,

Air a jungentes Igni, Terramque Liquor i

:

Et qui Quatuor ex rebus pojfe omnia rentur, 715
Ex Igni, 'Terra, atque Anima procrefcere, G3 Im-

bri :

Quorum Acragantinus cumprimis Empedocles
eft:

Infula quern Triquetris t err arum geftit in oris:

Quamfluitans circum magnis amfraclibus aquor

Ionium glaucis a/per git virus ab undis : 720
Anguftoque fretu rapidum mare dividit undis

Italia terra'i or as a finibus ejus :

Hie eft vafta Charybdis, &? hie Attn<ea minantur

Murmur a flammarum rurfumfe conligere iras,

Faucibus erupt os iterum ut vis evomat igneis ; 725
Ad ccelumque ferat flammaifulgura rurfum :

§>u<s cum magna modis multis miranda videtur

Gentibus humanis regio, vifendaque fertur,

Rebus opima bonis, multa munita virum vi

:

Nil tamen hoc habuijje Viropraclarius infe, 730
Nee fanclum magis, £5? minim, carumque videtur

\

Carmina quin etiam divini pectoris ejus

Vociferantur, & exponunt praclara reperta \

Ut vix humana videatur ftirpe creatus.

Hie tamen, &fupera, quos diximus, infer i ores

Par tibus egregie multis, mult oque miner es, y^6
Suanquam multa bene, ac divinities invenientes

Ex
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Bo o k I. Of the Nature of Things. 6

I

all Things creates, and can infufe itfeJf into the

Nature of all Things, do ftrangely err, and wan-
der wide from Truth.

And fo do thofe who double the firfl Elements Things are

of Things, and to produce all Beings, join the not ™ade

Air to Fire, the Earth to Water, or believe that^f^
from all Four all Beings are produced, and fpring

from Air, and Water, Earth and Fire.

The Chief of thefe we rank r Empedocles of Empedo-
Agrigentum 9 born in Sicily 9 the Ifland famed for des-

ks three Promontories, whofe Sides the Ionian

Sea flows all around, with mighty Windings,
from whofe Coafts the Sea, by a narrow Frith,

divides the Bounds of Italy. Here is the fierce

CharybdiS) here Mtna roars, and threatens loud
to fuck in Flames of Vengeance, with greater

Force to belch them out again, burft from his

Jaws, and throw the flaming Fire high as the

Sky. This Ifland, tho' renown'd by Men for

many Things, and worth their Sight, rich in the

bed Advantages of Life, by mighty Men defen-
ded, yet produced Nothing more glorious than
this One great Man, Nothing more venerable,

admired, and dear. Befides his Verfe, that from his

Soul Divine flows fweetly,fo clearly proves, and fo

explains the noble Secrets he has found, he feems
fcarce born of Human Race, but from the Gods.

Yet He, with others of inferior Note we
named before, remarkably, by great Degrees, and
much below him, tho' thefe have fucceeded well
in their Search, and many Things have found as if

r The Son of Meton, born at Jgrigentum in Sicily, who
taught that all Things were formed of the four Elements, Fire,

Water, Air, and Earth. Whatever Lucretius objedls againft

his Do&rine, will conclude likewife againft thofe who hold,
that Things are produced from two or three Elements only

;

for if four cannot be thought fufficient, much lefs will a fewer
Number fumce.

infpired,
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62 T. LucREtif Lib. 1.

Ex adyto tanquam cordis refponfa dedere

Sanclius, & multo cert a rati one magis, quant

Pythia, qua tripode ex Phcebi, lauroque profatur ;

Principiis tamen in rerum fee ere ruinas, 741

Et graviter Magni magno tedder e ibi cafu ;

Primum, quod motus, exempto rebus Inani,

Conftituunt, &? res molleis, rarafque relinquunt,

Aera^ Solent, Ignem, Terras , Animalia^ Fruges: 745*

Nee tamen admifcent in eorum corpus Inane.

Deinde quod omnino finem non effe fecandis

Corporibus faciunt^ neque paufam ft are fragori ;

Neeprorfum in rebus Minimum confiftere quicquam

:

Cumvideamus id extremum cujufque cacumen 750

EJfe quod ad fenfusnoftros Minimum ejfe videtur:

Gonjieere
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Book I, Of the Nature of Things. 63
infpired, and have pronounced their Oracles

(from the moft clofe ReceiTes of their Souls) much
more Divine, and founded more on Reafon than

Pythia, facred Prophetefs, from Tripod? or from
Apollo's Laurel ever fpoke. Yet they have made
fad Havock, when they fearch into the Principles

of Things, and fell with this Great Man's Mis-
takes together with Him.

And firft, * becaufe, denying there is Void in

Bodies* they admit of Motion, and allow that

Things are foft or rare ; as the Air, the Sun, the

Fire, the Earth, the Creatures, Fruits, and yet

will mix no empty Space in the Contexture of

Bodies that are formed.

And then they fet no Bounds to Bodies being

divided, nor will admit an End to Blows that

break their Frame ; nor will they grant that fuch

a Thing as Leaft is found in Bodies, when we
plainly fee that every Being has a Part, a Point

that utmoft lies, and obvious to our Senfe, which
is the Leaft of all ; and thence conclude, that ut-

s He obje&s againft the Philofophers, firft, that they admit
of Motion, of Rarenefs and Softnefs, and yet deny a Void.

Secondly, that they affert all Bodies to be infinitely divifible,

which he oppofes. Thirdly, that their firft Seeds are foft, and
confequently fubjeft to change ; and if they could change,

they rauft be annihilated : but he has proved before, that No-
thing proceeds or returns to Nothing. Fourthly, that the E-
lements they fet up are contrary to one another, and therefore

will mutually deflroy one another, at leaft they can never unite

in the Compofition of Bodies. He obferves, fifthly, that if

they fay the Elements lofe their Nature, when they are changed
into Things, and that Things are again changed into them, in

this Cafe he fays, the Elements are not more properly the

Principles of Things, than Things are the Principles of the E-
lements. If they fay the Elements ftill retain their Nature,

he iniifts, that Nothing of one Species, and of one Name,
could then be produced, but only a certain rude and undigeited

tyfafs of Fire, Air, Earth, and Water ; as of the Things of
Gold, Silver, Tin, and Brafs, Nothing can ever be made but

a Heap of Gold, Silver, Tin, and Bral's,

moil
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64 T. Lucretii Lib. L
Conjicere ut pojfis ex hoc, quod center e non quis,

Extremum quod habent, Minimum conjijlere rebus.

Hue ace edit item, quod jam primordia rerum

MoIlia conftituunt, qu<e nos nativa uidemus 755
Ejfe, £s? mor tali cum corpore funditus , atqui

Debeat ad Nihilumjam rerum Summareverti 9

De Nihiloque renata virefcere copia rerum :

Quorum utrumque quid a verojam diftet^ habebas.

Deinde inimica modis multis funt, at que venena

Ipfajibi inter fe : Quart aut congrejfa peribunt^ 761
Aut ita diffugient, ut tempejlate coorta,

Fulmina diffugere, atque Imbreis Ventofque videmus.

Denique Quatuor ex rebus fi cuntla creantur,

Atque in eas rurfum res o?nnia diffolvuntur, 765
Qui magis ilia queunt rerum Primordia dici 9

Quamcontra res illorum, retro que putari ?

Alternis gignuntur enim, mutantque colorem,

Et tot am inter fe naturam tempore ab omni

:

Sin ita forte put as, Ignis, cferr<eque coir

e

770
Corpus, £5? Air i as auras, Roremque liquor um9

Nil in concilio naturam ut mutet eorum

:

Nulla tibi ex illis poterit res ejfe creata,

Non Animans, non Exanimo quid corpore, utArbos:

Quippe fuam quidque in costu variant is acervi 775
Naturam oftendet, mifiufque videbitur Air

CumTerra Jimul, atque Ardor cum Rore manere:

At Primordia gignundis in rebus oportet

Naturam Clandeftinam, ccecamque adhibere,

Emineat nequid, quod contra pugnet & obfiet, 780
Quo minus effe queat proprie, quodxunque creatur.
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Bo o k I. Of the Nature of Things. 6 5
moil Point is that fame Leaft in Things too fmall

to be difcover'd by the Sight.

Besides, thefe Men make their Principles of
Things confift of foft Seeds, which we fee are

born, and altogether mortal in their Frame ; if

fo, the whole of Things mull have return'd to

Nothing, and be again from thence reftored

;

how diftant both from Truth you have heard be-

fore.

And then fuch Seeds are many times at war
among themfelves, and Poifon to each other,

and fo will perifri in the Attack, or fly fcatter'd,

as in a Tempeft we obferve the Thunder, and
the Showers and Wind difperfe.

Lastly, if all Things from four Elements
are form'd, and into them are finally diffolv'd,

why fhould they rather the firft Principles of
Things be called, than Things the Principles of
them? For they are produced alternately, are

ever changing their Form and their whole Na-
ture mutually into each other ^ but if by chance
you think the Body of the Fire and Earth is join-

ed, that Air is joined to Water, and thus uni-

ted, each Element preferves its Nature ftiil en-

tire \ Nothing from Seeds like thefe could have
been form'd, not Men, nor Things inanimate,

as Trees : For every Element in this various Heap
of Matter, ever changing, would difplay its pro-
per Nature Hill ; you'd fee the Air mix'd with
the Earth, and Fire with W7 ater joined. But
the firft Principles whence Things are form'd
mould be in Nature clofe and nndifcern'd, that

Nothing might appear, which mould oppofe or
jar, and thus prevent the compound Body from
being uniform, and make it confift of Parts difli-

milar, confufed and void.

Vol. I. F Besides,
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�W�K�H�P�"�)�R�U�W�K�H�\�µ�D�U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�H�O�\���D�U�H
�H�Y�H�U�F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J�W�K�H�L�U�)�R�U�P�D�Q�G�W�K�H�L�U�Z�K�R�O�H�1�D��
�W�X�U�H�P�X�W�X�D�O�O�\�L�Q�W�R�H�D�F�K�R�W�K�H�U�� �E�X�W�L�I�E�\ �F�K�D�Q�F�H
�\�R�X�ª�W�K�L�Q�O���µ�W�K�H�%�R�G�\�R�I�W�K�H�)�L�U�H�D�Q�G�(�D�U�W�K�L�V�M�R�L�Q��
�H�G���W�K�D�W�$�L�U�L�V�M�R�L�Q�H�G�W�R�:�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�X�V�X�Q�L��
�W�H�G���H�D�F�K�(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�S�U�H�I�H�U�Y�H�V�L�W�V�1�D�W�X�U�H�I�W�L�O�O�H�Q��
�W�L�U�H���1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�I�U�R�P�6�H�H�G�V�O�L�N�H�W�K�H�I�H�F�R�X�O�G�K�D�Y�H
�E�H�H�Q�I�R�U�P�¶�G���Q�R�W�0�H�Q���Q�R�U�7�K�L�Q�J�V�L�Q�D�Q�L�P�D�W�H��
�D�V�7�U�H�H�V�� �)�R�U�H�Y�H�U�\�(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�W�K�L�V�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�+�H�D�S
�R�I�0�D�W�W�H�U���H�Y�H�U�F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���Z�R�X�O�G�G�L�I�S�O�D�\�L�W�V�S�U�R��
�S�H�U�1�D�W�X�U�H�3�W�L�O�O���\�R�X�¶�G�I�H�H�W�K�H�$�L�U�P�L�[�¶�G�Z�L�W�K
�W�K�H�(�D�U�W�K���D�Q�G�)�L�U�H�Z�L�W�K�?���9�D�W�H�U�M�R�L�Q�H�G���%�X�W
�W�K�H�¿�U�I�W�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�Z�K�H�Q�F�H�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D�U�H�I�R�U�P�¶�G
�L�K�R�X�O�G�E�H�L�Q�1�D�W�X�U�H�F�O�R�I�H�D�Q�G�X�Q�G�L�I�F�H�U�Q�¶�G���W�K�D�W
�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�P�L�J�K�W�D�S�S�H�D�U���Z�K�L�F�K�^�K�R�X�O�G�R�S�S�R�I�H�R�U
�M�D�U���D�Q�G�W�K�X�V�S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�W�K�H�F�R�P�S�R�X�Q�G�%�R�G�\�I�U�R�P
�E�H�L�Q�J�X�Q�L�I�R�U�P���D�Q�G�P�D�N�H�L�W�F�R�Q�O�L�I�W�R�I�3�D�U�W�V�F�K�L�O�L��
�P�L�O�D�U���F�R�Q�I�X�I�H�G�D�Q�G�Y�R�L�G��
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66 T. LucRETii Lib. I.

Quin etiam repetunt a cosh, atque ignibus ejus

Et primum faciunt Ignem fe vert ere in Auras

Aeris : hinc Imbrem gigni, Terramque creari

Ex Imbri, retroque a 'Terra cuncla reverti, 785
Humoremprimum, pqfi Aera, deinde Calorem :

Nee cejfare h<zc inter fe mutare, meare

De Ccelo ad Terr am, de Terra ad Sidera Mundi

:

Quodfacer e baud ullo debent primordia paclo.

Immutabile enim quiddam fuperare necejfe
9

ft ; 790 *

Ne res ad Nihilum rediganiur funditus omnes.

Namquodcunque fuis mutatumfinibus exit,

Continuo hoc mors eft illius, quodfuit ante,

Quapropter, quoniam qu# paullo diximus ante,

In commutatum veniunt, conftare necejfe
9

ft 795
Ex aliis ea, qu<e nequeant convertier unquam :

Ne tibi res redeant ad Nihilum funditus omnes,

Quin potius tali natura pradita qutedam

Corpora conftituas, Ignemji forte credrint,

Pofje eadem demptis paucis,paucifque tributis, 800
Ordine mutato, £f? motu, facer e Aeris auras :

Sic alias aliis rebus mutarier omneis.

At manifefta palam res indicat, inquis, in auras

Aeris e Terra res omnes crefcere, alique ;

Et

�7�� �/�8�&�5�(�7�,�, �/���Q���,��
�4�X�L�Q�H�U�L�D�P�U�H�S�H�U�X�D�U�H�F�U�H�O�D���D�U�J�X�H�L�J�Q�L�D�X�V�H�M�X�V

�(�U�S�U�]�X�X�X�X�I�D�U�L�X�X�U�,�J�U�]�H�P�I�H�W�]�H�U�U�H�U�H�L�Q�À�X�U�D��
�$�P�L���E�L�Q�V�,�X�D�D�U�H�P�J�L�J�X�L���7�H�U�U�D�P�J�X�H�H�U�H�D�U�L
�(�[ �,�P�D�U�L���U�H�U�U�D�J�X�H�H�7�H�U�U�D�H�X�D�¿�D�U�H�Y�H�U�U�L��������
�+�X�P�D�U�H�P�S�U�L�X�]�X�X�]���S�D�M�L�D�U�P���G�H�L�D�G�H�&�D�O�D�U�H�D�L��
�1�H�H�D�U�À�D�U�H�����U�¼���
�L�Q�W�H�U�¿�H�P�X�U�D�U�H���P�H�D�U�H
�'�H �&�D�����D�D�G�7�H�U�U�D�P���G�H�7�H�U�U�D�D�G�6�L�G�H�U�D�B���:�X�D�G�L��
�4���D�G�I�D�H�H�U�H���D�D�X�G�X�O�O�D�G�H�D�H�D�U�S�U�L�P�D�U�G�L�D�S�D�¿�D��
�,�P�P�X�U�D�D�L�O�H�H�D�L�U�D�J�X�L�G�G�D�P�I�X�S�H�U�D�U�H�X�H�H�H�M�I�H�¶���=�µ�� ������ �µ
�1�H�U�H�V�D�G�1�L���D�L�O�X�P�U�H�G�L�J�D�X�U�X�U�I�X�D�G�L�U�X�V�D�U�P�H�V��
�1�D�U�U�]�J�X�D�G�D�X�Q�J�X�H�I�X�L�V�P�X�U�D�U�X�P�¿�D�L�D�X�V�H�[�L�W��
�&�D�X�U�L�Q�X�D�O�D�D�F�P�D�U�V�H�M�U�L�O�O�L�X�V���J�X�D�G�I�X�L�U�D�D�U�H��
�4�X�D�S�U�D�S�U�H�U���J�X�D�Q�L�D�P�J�X�H�H�S�D�X�O�O�D�G�L�[�L�P�X�V�D�Q�W�H��
�,�D�H�D�P�P�X�U�D�U�X�P�R�H�D�L�X�D�U���H�D�Q�M�U�D�U�H�Q�H�D�H�À�H�¶���= ���� ��
�(�[ �D�O�L�L�V�H�D���J�X�H�H�Q�H�J�X�H�D�U�]�U�F�D�Q���Y�H�U�W�L�H�U�X�D�J�X�D�P��
�1�H�D�U�H�U�H�V�U�H�G�H�D�Q�U�D�G�1�]�
�O�D�]�
�=�X�X�]�I�X�D�G�L�U�X�U�D�X�P�H�V���

�4�X�D�S�D�U�L�X�V�U�D�O�L�X�D�U�X�U�D�S�U�D�H�G�L�U�D�J�X�D�G�D�P ��
�&�D�U�S�D�U�D�F�D�U�H���L�L�U�X�D�V���,�J�Q�H�P�¿�I�D�U�U�H�D�U�H�G�U�L�Q�U��
�3�D�À�H�H�D�G�H�P�G�H�P�S�U�L�V�S�D�X�H�L�Q�S�D�X�H�L�I�J�X�H�U�U�L�D�X�U�L�V��������
�2�U�G�L�D�H�P�X�U�D�U�D���I�D�¶�P�D�U�X���I�D�H�H�U�H�D�U�P�D�X�U�D�V�� �B
�6�L�U�D�O�L�D�V�D�O�L�L�V�U�H�D�X�V�P�X�U�D�U�L�H�U�D�P�D�H�L�V��

�������µ�P�D�P�I�H�¿�D�S�D�O�D�P�U�H�V�L�U�]�G�L�D�D�U���L�D�J�X�L�V���L�Q�D�X�U�D��
�$�D�D�p�7�H�U�U�D�U�H�V�D�P�Q�H�V�D�U�H���=�H�U�H���D�O�L�J�X�H��
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,B o o k I. Of the Nature of Things. 6 7
Besides *, Philofophers like Thefe derive their

Tranfmutation from Celeflial Fire •, and firfl,

they make this Fire to change to Air, from Air
is Water form'd, the Earth from Water , and
then again, from Earth thefe Elements return*

firfl Water, then the Air, and laft the Fire 4

Nor do thefe conftant Changes ever ceafe among
themfelves, but ftill proceed from Heaven to

Earth, from Earth to Stars, that light the

World. But the firfl Seeds of Things mull by
no means be thus difpofed ; fomething immu-
table mufl needs remain, left Things mould ut-

terly to Nothing be reduced : For whatfoever
fuffers a Change, by palling o'er the Bounds of
its firfl Nature, dies, and is no more what it firfl

was. Thofe Elements therefore, which, as we
faid above, admit of Change, mufl needs confift

of other Seeds which never can change at all, left

Things mould utterly to Nothing be reduced :

Then rather fay, there are fome certain Principles

in Nature which are the Seeds of Fire, fuppofe,

and fome of thefe being taken away, or elfe by
adding more, by changing of their Order or their

Motion, they compofe the Air, and fo all other Br-
ings may be produced by Changes fuch as Thefe.

u But you fay, that commonFact does clear-

ly (hew, that ail Things grow, and rife into the

Air,

* Empedochs and his Followers taught, that the Elements
are continually preying upon and robbing one another ; but the

Poet urges, that if the Principles change, they will ft.ll into

Nothing ; and therefore, fmce they allow the Elements are
chang'd, they cannot be the firit Principles of Things : For
Nothing comes from Nothing, and therefore, there mull be
an immutable Matter, which being varioufly moved, produ-
ced now Fire, now Air, now Earth, now Water.

u He raifes an Objection, that Plants and ail Animals grow,
and are nouriihed by the four Elements ; and therefore are laid

to be the Principles of all Things : but he replies, that they

F 2 v are

���%�R�2�. �,�� �2�I�U�=�!�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�D�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V
�%�(�6�,�'�(�6�W���3�K�L�O�R�I�R�S�K�H�U�V�O�L�N�H�7�K�H�I�H�G�H�U�L�Y�H�W�K�H�L�U

�7�U�D�Q�I�P�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q�I�U�R�P�&�H�O�H�I�W�L�D�O�)�L�U�H�� �D�Q�G�I�L�U�O�W��
�W�K�H�\�P�D�N�H�W�K�L�V�)�L�U�H�W�R�F�K�D�Q�J�H�W�R�$�L�U���I�U�R�P�$�L�U
�L�V�:�D�W�H�U�I�R�U�P�¶�G���W�K�H�(�D�U�W�K�I�U�R�P�:�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G
�W�K�H�Q�D�J�D�L�Q���I�U�R�P�(�D�U�W�K�W�K�H�I�H�(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�U�H�W�X�U�Q��
�¿�U�I�F�:�D�W�H�U���W�K�H�Q�W�K�H�$�L�U���D�Q�G�O�D�O�O���W�K�H�)�L�U�H��
�1�R�U�G�R�W�K�H�I�H�F�R�Q�I�W�D�Q�W�&�K�D�Q�J�H�V�H�Y�H�U�F�H�D�I�H�D�P�R�Q�J
�W�K�H�P�I�H�O�Y�H�V���E�X�W�^�W�L�O�O�S�U�R�F�H�H�G�I�U�R�P�+�H�D�Y�H�Q�W�R
�(�D�U�W�K���I�U�R�P�(�D�U�W�K�W�R�6�W�D�U�V���W�K�D�W�O�L�J�K�W�W�K�H
�:�R�U�O�G���%�X�W�W�K�H�¿�U�I�O���6�H�H�G�V�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V�P�X�I�W�E�\
�Q�R�P�H�D�Q�V�E�H�W�K�X�V�G�L�I�S�R�I�H�G�� �I�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J�L�P�P�X��
�W�D�E�O�H�P�X�I�W�Q�H�H�G�V�U�H�P�D�L�Q���O�H�¿���7�K�L�Q�J�V�I�K�R�X�O�G�X�W��
�W�H�U�O�\�W�R�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�E�H�U�H�G�X�F�H�G���
�)�R�U�Z�K�D�W�I�R�H�Y�H�U
�I�X�I�I�H�U�V�D�&�K�D�Q�J�H���E�\ �S�D�À�L�Q�J�R�¶�H�U�W�K�H�%�R�X�Q�G�V�R�I
�L�W�V�¿�U�O�O���1�D�W�X�U�H���G�L�H�V���D�Q�G�L�V�Q�R�P�R�U�H�Z�K�D�W�L�W�I�L�U�I�W
�Z�D�V���7�K�R�I�H�(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���Z�K�L�F�K���D�V�Z�H
�I�D�L�G�D�E�R�Y�H���D�G�P�L�W�R�I�&�K�D�Q�J�H���P�X�W�W�Q�H�H�G�V�F�R�Q�O�L�O�W
�R�I�R�W�K�H�U�6�H�H�G�V�Z�K�L�F�K�Q�H�Y�H�U�F�D�Q�F�K�D�Q�J�H�D�W�D�O�O���O�H�L�µ��
�7�K�L�Q�J�V�L�K�R�X�O�G�X�W�W�H�U�O�\�W�R�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�E�H�U�H�G�X�F�H�G��
�7�K�H�Q�U�D�W�K�H�U�I�D�\���W�K�H�U�H�D�U�H�I�R�P�H�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V
�L�Q�1�D�W�X�U�H�Z�K�L�F�K�D�U�H�W�K�H�6�H�H�G�V�R�I�)�L�U�H���I�X�S�S�R�I�H��
�D�Q�G�I�R�P�H�R�I�W�K�H�I�H�E�H�L�Q�J�W�D�N�H�Q�D�Z�D�\���R�U�H�O�I�H�E�\
�D�G�G�L�Q�J�P�R�U�H���E�\�F�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J�R�I�W�K�H�L�U�2�U�G�H�U�R�U�W�K�H�L�U
�0�R�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�\�F�R�P�S�R�I�H�W�K�H�$�L�U���D�Q�G�I�R�D�O�O���W�K�H�U�%�H��
�L�Q�J�V�P�D�\�E�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G�E�\ �&�K�D�Q�J�H�V�I�X�F�K�D�V�7�K�H�I�H��

�³ �%�8�7�\�R�W�I�I�D�\���W�K�D�W�F�R�P�P�R�Q�) �D�F�W�G�R�H�V�F�O�H�D�U��
�O�\�I�K�H�Z���W�K�D�W�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V�J�U�R�Z���µ�D�Q�G�U�L�I�H�L�Q�W�R�W�K�H

���
 �� �$�L�U��

�W�(�P�S�H�G�D�F�O�H���D�Q�G�K�L�V�)�R�O�O�R�Z�H�U�V�W�D�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W�W�K�H�(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V
�D�U�H�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�D�O�O�\�S�U�H�\�L�Q�J�X�S�R�Q�D�Q�G�U�R�E�E�L�Q�J�R�Q�H�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �E�X�W�W�K�H
�3�R�H�W�X�U�J�H�V���W�K�D�W�L�I�W�K�H�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�F�K�D�Q�J�H���W�K�H�\�Z�L�O�O�¿�O�O�L�Q�W�R
�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���¿�Q�F�H�W�K�H�\�D�O�O�R�Z�W�K�H�(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�D�U�H
�F�K�D�Q�J�¶�G���W�K�H�\�F�D�Q�Q�R�W�E�H�W�K�H�¿�U�L�W�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V���)�R�U
�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�F�R�P�H�V�I�U�R�P�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H�U�H�P�X�W�W�E�H
�D�Q�L�P�P�X�W�D�E�O�H�0�D�W�W�H�U���Z�K�L�F�K�E�H�L�Q�J�Y�D�U�L�R�X�¿�\�P�R�Y�H�G���S�U�R�G�X��
�F�H�G�Q�R�Z�)�L�U�H���Q�R�Z�$�L�U���Q�R�Z�(�D�U�W�K���Q�R�Z�:�D�W�H�U��

�³ �+�H�U�D�L�I�H�V�D�Q�2�E�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W�3�O�D�Q�W�V�D�Q�G�D�O�O�$�Q�L�P�D�O�V�J�U�R�Z��
�D�Q�G�D�U�H�Q�R�X�U�L�L�K�H�G�E�\�W�K�H�I�R�X�U�(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�D�U�H�I�D�L�G
�W�R�E�H�W�K�H�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�R�I�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V���E�X�W�K�H�U�H�S�O�L�H�V���W�K�D�W�W�K�H�\
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68 T. Lucretii Lib. I.

Et niji tempeftas indulget tempore faufto? 805

Imbribus? & tabe nimborum arbufta vacillant.

Solque fua pro parte fovet? tribuitque color em

:

Crefcere nonpojfunt Fruges? Arbufta? Animantes.

Scilicet : £s? nifi nos Cibus aridus? & tener Humor
Adjuvet? amijfo jam corpore? vita quoque omnis 810
Omnibus e nervis atque ojjibus exfolvatur

:

Adjutamur enim ditbio procul? atque alimur nos

Certis ab rebus? certis alia atque alia res,

Nimirum quia multa modis communia multis

Multarum rerum in rebus Primordia mifta 8
1

5

Sunt y ideo variis varia res rebus aluntur.

Atque eadem magni refert Primordia ftepe

Cumquibus, & quali pojitura contineantur :

Et quos inter fe dent motus
y

accipiantque

,

Namque eadem Ctflum? Mare? Terras, Flumina?

Solem 820

Conftituunt ; eadem Fruges? Arbufta? Animanteis

:

Verum aliis? alioque modo commifta moventur,

Quin etiam pojjim noftris in Verfibus ipfis

Multa Elementa vides multis communia verbis

:

Cumtamen inter fe Verfus? ac verba neceffe 'ft 825

Confiteare &? re? & fonitu diftare fonanti

:

Tantum Elementa queunt permutato or dine folo

:

At rerum qua funt Primordia? plura adhibere

Pojfunty unde queant varia res quaque creari.

Nunc
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Book I. Of the Nature of Things. 69
Air, and are fupported by the Earth ; and unlefs

the Seafon, in happy Time, indulges Rain, and
fhakes the Trees with driving Showers, unlefs the

Sun, on his Part, cherifhes and gives his Heat,
nor Fruits, nor Trees, nor Creatures could in-

creafe. 'Tis true, but thefe are not firft Seeds

;

and we likewife, unlefs dry Food and kindly Juice
preferve our Bodies, they muft perifh, and every

Spark of Life, out of our Nerves and Bones,
muft be extinct. Weare upheld, no doubt, and
nourifhed by certain Means ; and other Things
are ftaid by certain others ; for many common
Principles of many Things are mix'd in each.

And therefore, the various kind of Things we
find fupported in a different manner ; but yet it

much concerns with what, and in what Order,
thefe firft Seeds unite, and v/hat Motion they
give and take among themfelves \ for the fame
Seeds compofe Heaven, Earth, the Sea, the Ri-
vers, and the Sun, the fame compofe the Crea-
tures, Fruits, and Trees, they differ only as they

are moved by others, and as their Mixture dif-

fers in themfelves.

S o, in thefe Lines of mine, the many Letters

you fee are common to the Make and Form of
many Words •, and yet, you muft confefs, the
Verfes and the Words are much unlike in Senfe
and Sound : Such is the Force of Letters, by
Change of Order only. But the firft Seeds of
Things being more, muft needs admit of Changes
more different *, from whence proceeds that great
Variety of Things we fee produced.

are no more the Principles than Wine, Wheat, and other Things,
by which we fupport Life ; for Things that nouriih are not
therefore Principles, but Thofe from which they receive a
Contexture, which makes them fit Nourifhment for Things.

F 3 Now,
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7° T. Lucretii Lib. I.

Nunc £s? Anaxagor^e fcrutemur Homceome-

riam, 8 30*

QuamGraci memorant, nee noftra dicere lingua

Coneedit nobis patrii fermonis egeftas:

Sed tamen ipfam rem facile 'Jl exponere verbis ,

Principium return quam dicit Homceomeriam

:

OJfa videlicet e pauxillis at que minutis %i>5

Offibu' : fie £f? de pauxillis atque minutis

Vifceribus Vifcus gigni : Sanguenque creari,

Sanguinis inter fe multis coeuntibu 9
guttis

:

Ex Aurique put at micis confiftere pojfe

Aurum : £5? de Terr is Terr am concrefcere parvis :,

Ignibus ex Ignem: Humoremex Humoribus ejfe: 84

1

Cetera confimili fingit ratione, put at que.

Nee tamen ejfe ulla parte Ijdem in rebus Inane

Coneedit, neque corporibus finem ejfefecandis :

Square in utraque mihi par iter rat tone videtur, §45
Err are, atque Illi, [up era quos diximus ante.

Adde quod imbe cilia nimis Primordia fingit^

Si Primordia furft, fimili qu<epradita confiant

Natura^ atque ipfe res funt ; aqueque labor ant,

Et pereunt, neque ab exitiores ulla refr<enat : 850
Namquid in opprejfk valido durabit eorum^

Ut
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Boo k I. Of the Nature of Things. 7

1

Now, let us inquire into the x Homcsomery oi^gainfik-

v Anaxagoras, the Greeks fo call it, but the Po-

verty of the Latin Tongue will not allow us to

exprefs it ; but yet, by a fhort Periphrafis, we
can explain that Thing which he calls Homvome-
ry, and makes the Principle of Bodies. For in-

ftance, Bones proceed from fmall and little

Bones, and Flefh is made of fmall and little Bits

ofFlefh ; and Blood is form'd of many Drops of

Blood flowing together ; and Gold, he thinks,

confifts of little Grains of Gold ; and Earth

grows firm by Particles of Earth ; Fire is made
of Fire ; Water from Water fp rings ; and all

Things elfe, he thinks, from Caufes fuch as

Thefe arife.

And yet this Man in no Cafe will allow in

Things a Void., nor that there is an End to Bo-
dies being divided : He equally miftakes in both j

and fo do thofe Sages fpoken of before.

Besides ?
, the Seeds he chofe are much too

weak, if of the fame frail Nature they confifl, as

do the Things themfelves, they equally fall to

decay, and perifh, nothing hinders them from
Death : For which of thefe can long hold out a-

gainft the fierce Jaws of Death, and fo efcape

x Homceomery fignifies a Likenefs of Parts ; we call E.omczo~

meries thofe Things whofe minuteit. Parts have the Name of
the Whole, as Stones, Gold, Blood, &c.

1 This Phi lofopher held the Matter of which all Things are

produced to be infinite, and made it cpnfift of very minute Par-

ticles, exactly like one another, confufed at firit, but reduced

afterwards into Order by the Divine Mind. Things he af-

ferted were formed of hmilar Parts, as Bones of little Bones,

Blood of Drops of Blood, &c.
* If like Things confiit of like, and the Principles are ex-

actly of the fame Nature with the Compounds, it follows that

they are both equally liable to perifh ; for certainly no Keafon
can be given, why a fmall Part of Flefh ihould not be equally

obnoxious to Corruption as a greater,

F 4 Deftruction,
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72 T. Luc ret ii Lib. I.

Ut mortem effugiat lethi fub dentibus ipfis ?

Ignis? an Humor? an Aura? quidhorum? San-

guen ? an OJfa ?

Nil, ut opinor, ubi ex <zquo res funditus omnis

Tarn mor talis erit^ quam qiise manifefia videmus 85$
Ex cutis nofiris aliqua vi vicla per ire.

At neque redder e ad Nihilum res poffe, neque autem

Crefcere de Nihilo, t eft or res ante prohatas.

Prater ea quoniam Cibus auget corpus alitque :

Scire licet, nobis Venas, & Sanguen, & Offa, 860

Et Nervos alienigenis ex partibus ejje :

Sive Cibos omneis commifto corpore dicent

Effe, & habere in fe Nervorum corpora parva,

Ofjaque, &? omnino Venas, parteifque Cruoris ;

piet, uti Cibus omnis & aridus, & Liquor ipfe, $65
Ex alienigenis rebus conftare putetur y

Offibus, & Nervis, Venifque, & Sanguine mifto.

Praterea quacunque e 'Terra corpora crefcunt ;

Sifunt in Terr is, Terras conftare necejfe
9

ft

Ex alienigenis, qu# Terris exoriuntur. 8 70
Transfer item, totide??i verbis utare licebit

:

In Lignis ft flamma latet, fumufque, cinifque

:

Ex alienigenis confiftant Ligna neceffe 'ft.

Linquitur hie tenuis latitandi copia qutedam :

Id quod Anax a go r Asjibifumit, ut omnibus omneis.

Res put et immiftas rebus latitare : fedillud 876
Apparere unum, cujusfint pluria mifta^

Et

�7�� �/�8�
�&�5�(�7�,�, �/�,�%���,��
�8�]�µ�Q�L�R�U�]�I�H�U�Q�H�À�X�J�L�D�L�µ�=�H�W�O�D�L�I�X�D�G�H�Q�W�L�D�X�V�L�S�¿�V��
�,�J�Q�L�V���" �D�Q�+�X�P�R�U�"�D�Q�À�X�U�D���" �T�X�L�G�E�R�U�X�L�Q���� �6�D�Q��

�J�X�H�Q���" �D�Q�2�À�D���"
�1�L�O���X�L�D�S�L�Q�R�U���X�Q�L�H�[�H�H�T�X�D�U�H���I�X�Q�G�L�L�X�V�R�Q�L�Q�L��
�7�D�P�L�Q�D�U�O�D�O�L�V�H�U�L�W���T�X�G�Q�L�T�X�H�H�Q�L�D�Q�L�I�H���L�D�Y�L�G�H�P�X�V�� �� ��
�(�[ �D�H�X�L�L�V�Q�T���L�U�L�V�D�O�L�T�X�D�R�L�X�L�¿�D�S�H�U�L�U�H��
�$���
�����µ�Q�H�T�X�H�U�H�H�L�G�H�U�H�D�G�1�L���D�L�O�X�L�Q�U�H�V�S�D�À�H���Q�H�T�X�H�D�X�]�H�]�Q��
�&�U�H�I�H�H�U�H�G�H�1�L���D�L�L�R���L�H�¿�R�U�U�H�V�D�Q�W�H�S�U�R�D�D�L�D�[���
 �L

�3�U�D�L�H�U�H�D�T�X�D�Q�L�D�L�Q�&�L�D�X�V�D�X�J�H�L�µ�F�R�U�S�X�V�D�O�L�L�T�X�H��
�6�H�L�U�H�=�L�H�H�L�µ���Q�R�D�L�V�9�H�Q�D�V���L�Q�³�6�D�Q�J�X�H�Q���2�À�D�� �����R
�(�O�1�H�U�Y�R�V�D�L�L�H�Q�L�J�H�Q�L�V�H�[�S�D�U�L�L�D�X�V�H�À�H��
�6�L�Q�H�&�L�L�]�R�V�R�Q�L�Q�H�L�V�H�R�L�Q�L�Q�L���L�R�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�G�L�H�H�Q�L�µ
�(�À�H���…���¶���R�D�D�H�U�H�L�Q�¿�H�1�H�U�Y�R�U�X�P�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�S�D�U�Y�D��
�2�À�D�T�X�H�������ƒ �D�Q�L�Q�L�Q�D�9�H�Q�D�V���S�D�U�L�H�L���T�X�H�&�U�X�R�U�L�V����
���B���)�L�H�L���X�L�L�&�L�D�X�V�R�Q�L�Q�L�V�…���¶�D�U�L�G�X�V���…���¶�/�L�T�X�R�U�L�S�¿������ ��
�(�[ �D�O�L�H�Q�L�J�H�Q�L�V�U�H�D�X�V�H�D�Q�À�D�U�H�S�X�W�H�W�X�U�� �B �L
�2�À�L�D�X�V���…�����1�H�U�Q�L�V���9�H�Q�L���T�X�H���L�L�"�6�D�Q�J�X�L�Q�H�Q�L�À�R��

�3�P�L�H�U�H�D�T�X�H�H�H�X�Q�T�X�H�p�L�I�H�U�U�D�R�D�U�S�D�U�D�H�U�H�I�H�X�Q�L�µ��
���L�I�X�Q���L�Q�7�H�U�U�L�H���7�H�U�U�D���F�D�Q���I�D�U�H�Q�H�F�H�À�H�¶���=
�(�[ �D�L�L�H�Q�]�J�H�Q�L�V���T�X�H�H�7�H�U�U�L���H�[�D�U�L�X�Q�L�X�U���B �� ���R
�µ�7�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�L�L�H�Q�]���W�R�W�L�G�H�U�Q�R�H�U�D�L�V�X�L�D�U�H�O�L�H�H�D�L�L�µ���� �
��
�,�Q�/�L�J�Q�L�V�¿�À�D�L�Q�Q�L�D�=�D�L�H�L���I�X�Q�L�X�I�T�X�H���F�L�Q�]�I�T�X�H�� �L �9
�(�[ �D�O�L�H�Q�L�J�H�Q�L���H�D�Q�¿�M�L�D�Q�L�/�L�J�Q�D�Q�H�F�H�À�H�¶���=��

�/�L�Q�T�X�L�L�X�U���D�L�H�L�H�Q�X�L�V�=�D�L�L�L�D�Q�G�L�H�D�S�L�D�T�X�H�H�G�D�L�Q��
�,�G�T�X�D�G�$�1�$�[�$�R�R�5�$�V�¿�D�L�I�X�L�Q�L�L�µ���X�]�µ�R�Q�L�Q�L�D�X�V���O���„�@�„�¼�]�
����
�5�H�V�S�X�W�H�L�µ�=�������L�L���-���B�!�L���,�`���O�6�U�H�D�X�V�=�D�L�L�L�D�U�H�� �I�H�G�L�O�O�L�L�G�� ����
�������]�O�R�S�D�U�H�U�H�X�Q�X�Q�]���F�X�B�M�X�V�B���L�Q�I�S�O�X�U�L�D�Q�L�L���O�D�� �O

�L�L�L



Book I. Of the Nature of Things. y?
Deft ruction, crufhed between his very Teeth ?

Can Fire ? Can Air? Can Water? Which of thefe?

Can Blood? Can Bones? In myOpinion none. All
Things in Nature then would equally be liable to

Death, as are fuch Things we fee before our
Eyes by any Force deftroy'd. But this, I think,

is fully proved before, that Nothing can fall to

Nothing, or from Nothing rife.

Besides, a fince Food increafes and fupports

the Body, then we know the Veins, the Blood,
the Bones, confiffc of heterogeneous and Parts

difiimilar, as does our Food. But if they fay all

Food confifls of Parts various and mixed, and in

itfelf contains the little Strings of Nerves and
Bones, and all the Veins and Parts of Blood,
then all dry Meat and Drink muft needs con-
fift of Parts difiimilar, of Bones, of Nerves, of
Veins, and mingled Blood.

Further, if all Things which grow from
the Earth are in the Earth contain'd, the Earth
muft then confift of Parts difiimilar, as do thofe

Things which from the Earth arife. Nowchange
the Theme, but keep the Terms the fame ; in

Woodif Flame and Smoke, and Allies lay con-
ceal'd, then Woodmull needs confift of Parts of
different Frame.

But here a thin Evafion feems to make this

Argument a little ; and Anaxagoras himfelf makes
ufe of it : he thinks all Things are mixed with
all Things and lie hid, but that one Thing only

a The Body is fupported by feveral Sorts of Food, which
plainly confifls of diffimilar Parts ; and therefore the Parts of
our Body confift of diffimilar likewife : for the feveral Parts of
it, the Bones, the Veins, the Nerves, are nourifhed with dif-

ferent and diffimilar Aliments. If it be pretended, that thofe

Aliments contain fome Particles of Bones, Nerves, &c. it

follows that there is not in thofe Bodies that Homosornery ima-
gined by Anaxagoras.

I appears,
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�L�W�I�H�O�I�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V�W�K�H�O�L�W�W�O�H�6�W�U�L�Q�J�V�R�I�1�H�U�Y�H�V�D�Q�G
�%�R�Q�H�V���D�Q�G�D�O�O�W�K�H�9�H�L�Q�V�D�Q�G�3�D�U�W�V�R�I�%�O�R�R�G��
�W�K�H�Q�D�O�O�G�U�\�0�H�D�W�D�Q�G�'�U�L�Q�N�P�X�O�O���Q�H�H�G�V�F�R�Q��
�¿�O�W�R�I�3�D�U�W�V�G�L�¿�L�P�L�O�D�U���R�I�%�R�Q�H�V���R�I�1�H�U�Y�H�V���R�I
�9�H�L�Q�V���D�Q�G�P�L�Q�J�O�H�G�%�O�R�R�G��

�)�8�5�7�+�(�5���L�I�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V�Z�K�L�F�K�J�U�R�Z�I�U�R�P
�W�K�H�(�D�U�W�K�D�U�H�L�Q�W�K�H�(�D�U�W�K�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�¶�G���W�K�H�(�D�U�W�K
�P�X�I�W�W�K�H�Q�F�R�Q�O�L�O�W�R�I�3�D�U�W�V�G�L�¿�L�P�L�O�D�U���D�V�G�R���W�K�R�I�H
�7�K�L�Q�J�V�Z�K�L�F�K�I�U�R�P�W�K�H�(�D�U�W�K�D�U�L�I�H���1�R�Z�F�K�D�Q�J�H
�W�K�H�7�K�H�P�H���E�X�W�N�H�H�S�W�K�H�7�H�U�P�V�W�K�H�I�D�P�H���L�Q
�:�R�R�G�L�I�)�O�D�P�H�D�Q�G�6�P�R�N�H���D�Q�G�$�I�K�H�V�O�D�\�F�R�Q��
�F�H�D�O�¶�G���W�K�H�Q�:�R�R�G�P�X�O�O���Q�H�H�G�V�F�R�Q�¿�L�W�R�I�3�D�U�W�V�R�I
�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�)�U�D�P�H�� �


�%�8�7�K�H�U�H�D �W�K�L�Q�(�Y�D�O�L�R�Q�I�H�H�P�V�W�R�I�K�D�N�H�W�K�L�V
�$�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�D�O�L�W�W�O�H���L�D�Q�G�L�I���L�Q�D�[�D�J�R�U�D�V�K�L�P�I�H�O�I�P�D�N�H�V
�X�I�H�R�I�L�W���K�H�W�K�L�Q�N�V�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D�U�H�P�L�[�H�G�Z�L�W�K
�D�O�O�7�K�L�Q�J�V�D�Q�G�O�L�H�K�L�G���E�X�W�W�K�D�W�R�Q�H�7�K�L�Q�J�R�Q�O�\

�� �7�K�H�%�R�G�\�L�V�I�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G�E�\�I�H�Y�H�U�D�O�6�R�U�W�V�R�I�)�R�R�G���Z�K�L�F�K
�S�O�D�L�Q�O�\�F�R�Q�¿�I�O�V�R�I�G�L�À�L�P�L�O�D�U�3�D�U�W�V�� �D�Q�G�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�W�K�H�3�D�U�W�V�R�I
�R�X�U�%�R�G�\�F�R�Q�¿�I�W�R�I�G�L�À�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�L�N�H�Z�L�I�H���I�R�U�W�K�H�I�H�Y�H�U�D�O�3�D�U�W�V�R�I
�L�W���W�K�H�%�R�Q�H�V���W�K�H�9�H�L�Q�V���W�K�H�1�H�U�Y�H�V���D�U�H�Q�R�X�U�L�O�K�H�F�O�Z�L�W�K�G�L�I��
�I�H�U�H�Q�W�D�Q�G�G�L�I�O�L�P�L�O�D�U�$�O�L�P�H�Q�W�V���,�I�L�W�E�H�S�U�H�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�D�W�W�K�R�I�H
�$�O�L�P�H�Q�W�V�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�I�R�P�H�3�D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V�R�I�%�R�Q�H�V���1�H�U�Y�H�V���¼���¶�F�� �L�W
�I�R�O�O�R�Z�V�W�K�D�W�W�K�H�U�H�L�V�Q�R�W�L�Q�W�K�R�I�H�%�R�G�L�H�V�W�K�D�W�+�D�Q�]�D�
�D�]���P�\�L�P�D��
�J�L�Q�H�G�E�\�¿�Q�D�[�D�J�R�U�D�V���a
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74 T. Lucretii Lib. I.

Et magis in promptu, primaque in front e locata:

Quod tamen a vera longe rat tone repulfum 'ft.

Convenient enim Fruges quoque fiepe minutas, 880

Robore cum faxi franguntur, mitt ere fignum

Sanguinis, aut alium noftro qua corpore aluntur

:

Cumlapidi lapidem terimus
%

manare cruorem,

Conjimili ratione Her has quo que f ape decebat,

Et laticis dulceisguttas, fmilique fapore S 8 5

Mitt ere, lanigera qwali funt ubera laclis

:

Scilicet & Glebis terrarum fapefriatis

Herbarum genera, &fruges, frondeifque videri,

Difpertita, atque in Ferris latitare minute

:

Pofiremo, in Lignis cinerem fumumque videri, 890

Cumprafracla forent, igneifque latere minutos.

Quorum nil fieri quoniam manifefta docet

1

Scire licet non effe in rebus res iia mifias

:

Verum femina multimodis immifta latere

Mult arum rerum in rebus communia debent. 895

At fiepe in magnisfit montibus, inquis, ut altis

Arboribus vicina cacumina fumma terantur

Inter fie, validis facer e id cogentibus Auftris y

Donee fulferunt flamma fulgore coorPo

:

Scilicet : & non eft lignis tamen in/it us Ignis y 900
Verum Semina funt Ardoris multa, terendo

Qua cum confluxere, creant incendiafylvis.

Quodft tantaforet fylvis abficonditaflamma 9

Nonpoffent ullum tempus celarier Ignes

:

Conficerent volgo fiylvas^ Arbufta cremarent* 9.05

Jamn

�7���/�8�&�5�(�7�,�, �/�U�%���,
�(�O�L�Q�D�J�L�V�L�Q�S�U�R�Q�L�S�L�X���S�U�L�U�Q�D�T�X�H�L�Q�I�U�D�Q�L�H�O�D�H�D�W�D��
�4�X�D�G�W�D�Q�L�H�Q�D�X�H�U�D�=�D�Q�J�H�U�D�L�L�R�Q�H�U�H�S�X�O�I�X�U�Q�¶���=��
�&�D�Q�X�H�Q�L�H�E�D�L�H�Q�L�U�Q�)�U�X�J�H�V�T�X�D�T�X�H�I�D�S�H�Q�L�L�Q�X�L�D�V��������
�5�R�D�R�U�H�H�X�]�Q�I�D�[�L�I�U�D�Q�J�X�Q�L�X�U���P�L�L�L�H�U�H�¿�J�Q�X�P
�6�D�Q�J�X�L�Q�L�V���D�X�W�D�O�L�L�L�Q�L�Q�R���=�U�R�T�X�D�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�D�O�X�Q�L�X�U��
�&�X�U�Q�O�D�S�L�G�L�O�D�S�L�G�H�U�Q�L�H�U�L�P�X�V���L�Q�D�Q�D�U�H�H�U�X�R�U�H�U�Q��
�&�R�Q�¿�L�Q�L�O�L�U�D�L�L�D�Q�H�+�H�U�R�Q�V�T�X�D�T�X�H�I�D�S�H�G�H�H�H���U�D�W���O
�(�O�O�D�L�L�H�L�V�G�X�L�H�H�L�V�J�X�L�W�D�V���¿�L�Q�L�O�L�T�X�H�I�D�S�D�U�H �� �� ��
�-�O�O�L�L�L�H�U�H���O�D�Q�L�J�H�U�D�T�X�D�O�L�I�X�Q�L�µ�X�D�H�U�D�O�D�¿�L�V��
�6�H�L�O�L�H�H�L�µ�����ƒ �*�O�H�D�L�V�L�H�U�U�D�U�X�L�Q�I�D�S�H�I�U�L�D�W�L�V
�+�H�U�D�D�U�X�U�Q�J�H�Q�H�U�D���L�G�I�U�X�J�H�V���I�U�D�Q�G�H�L���T�X�H�X�L�G�H�U�L��
�'�L�I�S�H�U�L�L�L�D���O�D�W�T�X�H�L�Q�7�H�U�U�L�V�=�D�L�L�L�D�U�H�P�L�Q�X�W�H��
�3�D���=�U�H�U�Q�R���L�Q�/�L�J�Q�L�V�F�L�Q�H�U�H�U�Q�I�X�P�X�L�Q�T�X�H�R�L�G�H�U�L���� ����

�S�U�D�I�U�D�¿�D�I�R�U�H�Q�L���L�J�Q�H�L�M�T�X�H�O�D�L�H�U�H�Q�L�L�Q�X�L�D�V��
�(�O�X�D�U�X�U�L�Q�L�O�¿�H�U�L�T�X�R�Q�L�D�Q�L�Q�L�D�Q�L�I�H�\�L�D�G�D�H�H�L�µ�U�H�V��
�6�H�L�U�H�=�L�H�H�L�µ�Q�D�Q�H�À�H�L�Q�U�H�D�X�V�U�H�V�L�L�D�L�Q�L���L�D�V��
�9�H�U�X�L�Q�I�H�Q�L�L�Q�D�U�Q�X�O�L�L�Q�L�R�G�L�V�L�U�Q�Q�L�L���L�D�=�D�L�H�U�H
���"�O���,�X�O�L�D�U�X�L�Q�U�H�U�X�P�L�Q�U�H�D�X�V�H�R�Q�L�Q�L�X�Q�L�D�G�H�R�H�Q�L�µ���� �� ��

�����L�L�I�D�S�H�L�Q�L�Q�D�J�Q�L�V�¿�W�L�Q�R�Q�W�L�D�X�V���L�Q�T�X�L�V���X�L�D�O�W�L�V
���L�U�D�D�U�L�D�X�V�X�L�F�L�Q�D�H�D�H�X�L�Q�L�Q�D�I�X�Q�L�L�Q�D�W�H�U�D�Q�L�X�U
�,�Q�W�H�U�B�����¶���µ�=�����O�@�L���L�L�6�I�D�H�H�U�H�L�G�H�D�J�H�Q�O�L�D�X�V���L�Q���L�U�L�V��
�'�R�Q�H�F�I�X�O�¿�L�U�X�Q�W�À�D�L�Q�Q�L�D�I�X�L�J�D�U�H�F�D�L�L�U�L�D��
�6�H�L�O�L�H�H�L�µ�� �…���¶�Q�R�Q�L�I�����"�=�L�J�Q�L�V�L�D�L�Q�H�Q�L�U�\�L�L�X�V�,�J�Q�L�V��������
�,���H�U�X�Q�L�6�H�U�D�L�Q�D�I�X�Q���À�U�G�D�U�L�V�Q�L�X�O�L�D���W�H�U�H�Q�G�R
�4�X�D�F�X�P�H�R�Q�À�X�[�H�U�H���H�U�H�D�Q�L�L�Q�F�H�Q�G�L�D�À�L�W�]�L�V��
�4�X�D�G�¿�]�I�D�Q�W�D�I�D�U�H�L�µ�À�L�Y�L�V�D�D�I�H�R�Q�G�L�W�D�À�D�Q�L�Q�L�D��
�1�D�Q�S�D�À�H�Q�]�µ�X�L�O�X�Q�L�L�H�Q�L�S�X�V�H�H�O�D�U�L�H�U�,�J�Q�H�V��
�&�D�Q�¿�F�H�U�H�Q�W�W���D�J�R�À�O�X�D�V�������L�U�D�X�M�L�D�&�����¼���,���=�������¶�����B�O�µ����������
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Book I. Of the Nature of Things. 75
appears, of which it mod abounds, and on the

Surface lies ; but this Reply is vain, and wide
from Truth ; for then the little Grains of Corn,

when ground, would fhew fome Signs of Blood,

or of fome other Parts which form our Bodies

;

and when we wear the Stones, the Blood would
fxow. By the like Reafon Herbs would fweat

fweet Drops of Liquor, fo delightful to the Tafte,

as flow from Dugs of woolly Sheep, and Clods
of crumbled Earth would fhew the various Kinds
of Fruits and Kerbs, and Leaves difiincTt and hid

in fmalleft Particles within the Earth ; And then,

in Wooddivided, might be feen conceal*d Ames
and Smoke, and fmalleft Parts of Fire. But fince

Experience fhews Nothing of this appears, we
muft conclude there' sno fuch Mixture as This in

Things -, but fay, that common Seeds of many
Things in various Order join'd, are mix'd in eve-

ry Thing, and lie concealed.

But oft, b you fay, upon the Mountain Tops,
the Heads of lofty Trees that grow together are

by the violent Blafls of forcing Winds, fo rubb'd
by clofe Collifion, that they foon are all on fire,

and Flames mine out. *Tis true, and yet there's

no aclual Fire within the Wood, but many Seeds
of Fire, which by hard Rubbing unite, and fo

the Wood is all in flames. For if fo much of
Fire had lain concealed within the Wood, this

Fire would have appeared immediately, and fo

confumed the Wood intirely, and burnt its Root
Branches to the ground,

b He fays, there is not any Fire in the Tree itferf, but that
the Seeds of Fire, Or the Molecular of the Atoms, being dii-

pofed in a certain and new Order, and darning with Violence
againil one another, exhibit and produce the Species of Fire.
If there were actually Fire in Woods and Forefls of Trees, it

would certainly fhew its Strength, and make a wide De-
tection

,

You

�%�������� �,���2�I�W���D�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I�7�E�L�Q�J�V��
�D�S�S�H�D�U�V���R�I�Z�K�L�F�K�L�W�P�R�O�W�D�E�R�X�Q�G�V���D�Q�G�R�Q�W�K�H
�6�X�U�I�D�F�H�O�L�H�V���E�X�W�W�K�L�V�5�H�S�O�\�L�V�Y�D�L�Q���D�Q�G�Z�L�G�H
�I�U�R�P�7�U�X�W�K�� �µ�I�R�U�W�K�H�Q�W�K�H�O�L�W�W�O�H�*�U�D�L�Q�V�R�I�&�R�U�Q��
�Z�K�H�Q�J�U�R�X�Q�G���Z�R�X�O�G�I�K�H�Z�I�R�P�H�6�L�J�Q�V�R�I�%�O�R�R�G��
�R�U�R�I�I�R�P�H�R�W�K�H�U�3�D�U�W�V�Z�K�L�F�K�I�R�U�P�R�X�U�%�R�G�L�H�V��
�D�Q�G�Z�K�H�Q�Z�H�Z�H�D�U�W�K�H�6�W�R�Q�H�V���W�K�H�%�O�R�R�G�Z�R�X�O�G
�À�R�Z���%�\�W�K�H�O�L�N�H�5�H�D�I�R�Q�+�H�U�E�V�:�R�X�O�G�I�Z�H�D�W
�I�Z�H�H�W�'�U�R�S�V�R�I�/�L�T�X�R�U���I�R�G�H�O�L�J�K�W�I�X�O�W�R�W�K�H�7�D�I�W�H��
�D�V�À�R�Z�I�U�R�P�'�X�J�V�R�I�Z�R�R�O�O�\�6�K�H�H�S���D�Q�G�&�O�R�G�V
�R�I�F�U�X�P�E�O�H�G�(�D�U�W�K�Z�R�X�O�G�O�K�H�Z�W�K�H�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�.�L�Q�G�V
�R�I�)�U�X�L�W�V�D�Q�G�+�H�U�E�V���D�Q�G�/�H�D�Y�H�V�G�L�I�W�L�Q�F�W�D�Q�G�K�L�G
�L�Q�I�P�D�O�O�H�À���3�D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V�µ�Z�L�W�K�L�Q�W�K�H�(�D�U�W�K���$�Q�G�W�K�H�Q��
�L�Q�:�R�R�G�G�L�Y�L�G�H�G���P�L�J�K�W�E�H�I�H�H�Q�F�R�Q�F�H�D�O�¶�G�$�O�K�H�V
�D�Q�G�6�P�R�N�H���D�Q�G�I�P�D�O�O�H�O�W�3�D�U�W�V�R�I�)�L�U�H���%�X�W�¿�Q�F�H
�(�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�L�K�H�Z�V�1�R�W�K�L�Q�J�R�I�W�K�L�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�V���Z�H
�P�X�O�O���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H�W�K�H�U�H�¶�V�Q�R�I�X�F�K�0�L�[�W�X�U�H�D�V�7�K�L�V�L�Q
�7�K�L�Q�J�V���E�X�W�I�D�\���W�K�D�W�F�R�P�P�R�Q�6�H�H�G�V�R�I�P�D�Q�\
�7�K�L�Q�J�V�L�Q�Y�D�U�L�R�X�V�2�U�G�H�U�M�R�L�Q�¶�G���D�U�H�P�L�[�¶�G�L�Q�H�Y�H��
�U�\�7�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G�O�L�H�F�R�Q�F�H�D�O�¶�G��

�%�R�D���R�I�W���O�¶�\�R�X�I�D�\���X�S�R�Q�W�K�H�0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�7�R�S�V��
�W�K�H�+�H�D�G�V�R�I�O�R�I�W�\�7�U�H�H�V�W�K�D�W�J�U�R�Z�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�D�U�H
�E�\�W�K�H�Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W�%�O�D�I�W�V�R�I�I�R�U�F�L�Q�J�:�L�Q�G�V���I�R�U�X�E�E�¶�G
�E�\�F�O�R�I�H�&�R�O�O�L�¿�R�Q���W�K�D�W�W�K�H�\�L�I�R�R�Q�D�U�H�D�O�O�R�Q�¿�U�H��
�D�Q�G�)�O�D�P�H�V�^�K�L�Q�H�R�X�W���¶�7�L�V�W�U�X�H���D�Q�G�\�H�W�W�K�H�U�H�¶�V
�Q�R�D�H�W�X�D�O�)�L�U�H�Z�L�W�K�L�Q�W�K�H�:�R�R�G���E�X�W�P�D�Q�\�6�H�H�G�V
�R�I�)�L�U�H���Z�K�L�F�K�E�\ �K�D�U�G�5�X�E�E�L�Q�J�X�Q�L�W�H���D�Q�G�I�R
�W�K�H�:�R�R�G�L�V�D�O�O�L�Q�I�O�D�P�H�V�����)�R�U�L�I�I�R�P�X�F�K�R�I
�)�L�U�H�K�D�G�O�D�L�Q�F�R�Q�F�H�D�O�H�G�Z�L�W�K�L�Q�W�K�H�����µ�„�9�R�R�G���W�K�L�V
�)�L�U�H�Z�R�X�O�G�K�D�Y�H�D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G�L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���D�Q�G�I�R
�F�R�Q�I�X�P�H�F�O�W�K�H�:�R�R�G�L�Q�W�L�U�H�O�\���D�Q�G�E�X�U�Q�W�L�W�V�5�R�R�W
�%�U�D�Q�F�K�H�V�W�R�W�K�H�J�U�R�X�Q�G�� �
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���� �+�H�I�D�\�V���W�K�H�U�H�L�V�Q�R�W�D�Q�\�)�L�U�H�L�Q�W�K�H�7�U�H�H�L�W�I�H�L�¿�E�X�W�W�K�D�W
�W�K�H�6�H�H�G�V�R�I�)�L�U�H���R�U�W�K�H�0�R�O�H�F�X�O�D�R�I�W�K�H�$�W�R�P�V���E�H�L�Q�J�G�L�I��
�S�R�I�H�G�L�Q�D�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�D�Q�G�Q�H�Z�2�U�G�H�U���D�Q�G�G�D�L�K�L�Q�J�Z�L�W�K�9�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H
�D�J�D�L�Q�I�W�R�Q�H�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�D�Q�G�S�U�R�G�X�F�H�W�K�H�6�S�H�F�L�H�V�R�I�)�L�U�H��
�,�I�W�K�H�U�H�Z�H�U�H�D�	�X�D���O�\�)�L�U�H�L�Q�:�R�R�G�V�D�Q�G�) �R�U�H�¿�V�R�I�7�U�H�H�V���L�W
�Z�R�X�O�G�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\�L�K�H�Z�L�W�V�6�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���D�Q�G�P�D�N�H�D �Z�L�G�H�'�H��
�L�O�U�X�p�W�L�R�Q��

�<�R�X



76 T. Lucretii Lib. I.

Jamne vides igitur, paullo quod diximus ante,

Permagni refer re eadem Primordiafepe

Cumqui bus, £sf quali pojitura contineantur,

Et quos inter fe dent motus, accipiantque ;

At que eadempaullo inter fe mutata ere are 910
Igneis e Lignis, quo patio Verba quo que ipfa

Inter fe paullo mutatis funt elementis,

CumLigna, atque Ignes diftintla voce notemus.

Deniquejam quacunque in rebus cernis apertis,

Si fieri non poffe putas, quin Material 915
Corpora confimilinatura pr^dita fingas,

Hac ratione tibipereunt Primordia rerum

:

Fiet uti rifu tremulo concujfa cachinnent,

Et lacrymis falfis humetlent or a, genafque

Nunc age, quod fuper eft, cognofce, & clarius audi.

Nee meanimi fallit quamfint obfeura, fed acri 921

Percuffit thyrfo Laudis fpes magna Meumcor,

Etfimul incuffit fuavem mi in peclus amor em

Mufarum : quo nunc inftinclus, mente vigenti

Avia Pieridum peragro loca, nullius ante 925
Tritafolo: juvat integros accedere fonteis,

Atque haurire : juvatque novos decerpereflores:

Infignemque meo capiti peter e inde coronam,

Unde prius nulli veldrint tempora Mufe :

Primum quod magnis do ceo de rebus, &arttis 930
Relligionum animos nodis exf oh ere per go

:

Deinde quod obfeura de re tarn lucida pango

Carmina y Mufao contingens cuncla lepore,

�7�� �/�8�&�5�(�7�,�, �/�,�%���,��
�����������µ�����������D�L�G�H�V�]�J�L�W�X�U���S�D�X�O�L�R�T�X�D�G�G�L�[�L�U�Q�X�V�D�Q�W�H��

�3�H�U�Q�L�D�J�Q�L�U�H�I�H�U�U�H�H�D�G�H�Q�]�3�U�L�L�Q�D�U�G�L�D�I�D�S�H
�&�X�P�T�X�L�D�X�V�������ƒ �T�X�D�O�L�S�R�¿�W�X�U�D�H�R�Q�W�L�Q�H�D�Q�W�X�U��
�(�W�T�X�R�V�L�Q�W�H�U�B���H�G�H�Q�W�L�Q�D�W�X�V���D�H�H�L�S�L�D�Q�W�T�X�H��
�À�W�T�X�H�H�D�G�H�L�Q�S�D�X�O�L�R�L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�P�X�W�D�W�D�H�U�H�D�U�H���� �R
�,�J�Q�H�L�V�H�/�L�J�Q�L�V���T�X�D�S�D�W�W�R�9�H�U�Q�D�T�X�R�T�X�H�]�S�À�]
�,�Q�W�H�U�¿�H�S�D�X�O�O�D�Q�L�X�W�D�W�L�V�I�X�Q�W�H�O�H�L�Q�H�Q�W�L�V��
�&�X�P�/�,�*�1�$���D�W�T�X�H�,�R�P�]�V�G�W�À�O�O�À�G�L�G�Z�H�H�Q�R�W�H�L�Q�X�V��

�'�H�Q�L�T�X�H�M�D�P�T�X�D�F�X�Q�T�X�H�L�Q�U�H�D�X�V�H�H�U�Q�L�V�D�S�H�U�W�L�V��
�6�L�¿�H�U�L�Q�R�Q�S�R�À�H�S�X�W�D�V���T�X�L�Q�0�D�W�H�U�L�D�L�
������
�&�R�U�S�R�U�D�H�R�Q�¿�Q�L�L�O�L�Q�D�W�X�U�D�S�U�D�G�L�W�D�¿�Q�J�D�V��
�+�X�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�H�W�L�R�L�S�H�U�H�X�Q�W�3�U�L�L�Q�R�U�G�L�D�U�H�U�X�P��
�)�L�H�W�X�W�L�U�L�I�X�W�U�H�Q�]�X�O�R�F�R�Q�U�X�À�D�F�D�F�E�L�Q�Q�H�Q�W��
�(�W�=�D�F�U�\�U�Q�L�V�I�D�p���L�V�E�X�Q�L�H�W�W�H�Q�W�R�U�D���J�H�Q�D�I�T�X�H

�1�X�Q�H�D�J�H���T�X�D�G�I�X�S�H�U�H�I�W���H�R�J�Q�R�¿�H���4�" �H�O�D�U�L�X�V�D�X�G�L��
�1�H�H�P�H�D�Q�L�Q�L�L�I�D�O�O�L�W�T�X�D�L�Q���L�Q�W�R�D�I�F�X�U�D���B���H�G�D�F�U�L���� �,
�3�H�U�H�X�¿�W�W�O�D�\�U�I�D�/�D�X�G�L�V�¿�Y�H�V�Q�L�D�J�Q�D�0�H�X�Q�L�H�D�U��
�(�W�¿�L�Q�X�L�L�Q�F�X�À�W�I�X�D�Y�H�U�Q�Q�]�L�L�Q�S�H�W�L�X�V�D�L�Q�D�U�H�L�Q
�0�X�I�H�]�U�]�L�Q�D�� �T�X�D�Q�X�Q�H�L�Q���W�L�Q�L�W�X�V���P�H�Q�W�H�µ�Y�L�J�H�Q�W�L
�À�X�L�D�3�L�H�U�L�G�X�L�Q�S�H�U�D�J�U�R�=�D�U�D���Q�X�O���L�X�V�D�Q�W�H ���� ��
�7�U�L�W�D�I�R�O�R�� �M�X�X�D�W�L�Q�W�H�J�U�R�V�D�H�F�H�G�H�U�H�I�R�Q�W�H�L�V��
�$�W�T�X�H���D�D�X�U�L�U�H�� �M�X�X�D�W�T�X�H�Q�R�X�R�V�G�H�F�H�U�S�H�U�H�À�R�U�H�V��
�,�Q���L�J�Q�H�Q�]�T�X�H�L�Q�H�R�F�D�S�L�W�L�S�H�W�H�U�H�L�Q�G�H�H�R�U�R�Q�D�Q�]��
�8�Q�G�H�S�U�L�X�V�Q�X�O�L�L�R�H�O�G�U�L�Q�W�W�H�L�Q�S�R�U�D�0�X�I�D�� �B
�3�U�L�U�Q�X�Q�]�T�X�D�G�Q�L�D�J�Q�L�V�G�R�H�H�R�G�H�U�H�R�X�V���…���¶�D�U�W�L�L�V�� ����
�5�(�/�/�,�*�,�2�1�8�0�D�Q�L�L�Q�R�V�Q�D�G�L�V�H�[�I�R�O�Y�H�U�H�S�H�U�J�R��
�'�H�L�Q�G�H�T�X�D�G�R�L���I�H�X�U�D�G�H�U�H�W�D�P�=�X�F�L�G�D�S�D�Q�J�R
�&�D�U�Q�]�L�Q�D�����0�X�I�D�R�F�D�Q�W�L�Q�J�H�Q�V�H�X�Q�W�W�D�=�H�S�R�U�H��
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Book I. Of the Nature of Things. yy
You fee therefore of what Concern it is, as we

obferv'd before, with what firft Principles thofe

Seeds are joined, and in what Order placed, and
what the Motions are they give and take among
themfelves, and how, the Seeds remaining ever
the fame, but yet their Order changed, produce
a Fire from Wood ; juft as we write Ignis and
Lignum, tho' quite different Words, they are

yet compofed of Letters much the fame. -

Lastly, if Things moll obvious to the Senfe,

you think, cannot be form'd, unlefs you make
their Seeds confiit of Principles the fame in Na-
ture, thofe Principles would be deilroy'd ; you'd
fee fome Seeds would c make their little Sides
with Laughing, fome bedew their Face with
Tears.

Now, what remains obferve, attend me clofe

;

I know my Theme is dark, but the great Love
of Praife pricks on my Heart with Hiarpeft Spurs,

and ftrikes my Soul at once with fweet Defire of
the moil tuneful Nine; by this urged on, my
Mind in Rapture, I haunt the Mufes Seats, of
difficult Accefs, and yet untrod; I love to ap-
proach the pureft Springs, and thence to draw
large Draughts. I love to crop frefh Flowers,
and make a noble Garland for my Head ; from
thence, where yet the Mufes never bound ano-
ther's Temples with a Crown like mine. And
firft, I write of lofty Things, and ftrive to free

the Mind from the fevereft Bonds of what Men
call Religion ; then my Verfe I frame fo clear, al-

tho* my Theme be dark ; feafoning my Lines
with the Poetic Sweets of Fancy, and Reafon

c Some late Philofophers feem at leaft to favour this opinion
of Anaxagoras, when they affert, that thefe AfFettions do in-

deed, in fome fort, praeexift in the Elements, tho' not in the
fame manner as in Man,

juftlfies

�%�R�R�W���,�� �2�I�W�E�H�1�D�W�X�U�H�R�I�I�O�L�L�Q�J�V��
�<�R�X�I�H�H�W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�R�I�Z�K�D�W�&�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�W�L�V���D�V�Z�H

�R�E�I�H�U�Y�¶�G�E�H�I�R�U�H���Z�L�W�K�Z�K�D�W�¿�U�I�W�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�W�K�R�I�H
�6�H�H�G�V�D�U�H�M�R�L�Q�H�G���D�Q�G�L�Q�Z�K�D�W�2�U�G�H�U�S�O�D�F�H�G���D�Q�G
�Z�K�D�W�W�K�H�0�R�W�L�R�Q�V�D�U�H�W�K�H�\�J�L�Y�H�D�Q�G�W�D�N�H�D�P�R�Q�J
�W�K�H�P�I�H�O�Y�H�V���D�Q�G�K�R�Z���W�K�H�6�H�H�G�V�U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�H�Y�H�U
�W�K�H�I�D�P�H���E�X�W�\�H�W�W�K�H�L�U�2�U�G�H�U�F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���S�U�R�G�X�F�H
�D�)�L�U�H�I�U�R�P�:�R�R�G�����M�X�L�O���D�V�Z�H�Z�U�L�W�H�,�J�Q�L�V�D�Q�G
�/�]�J�Q�X�Q�L���W�K�R�¶�T�X�L�W�H�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�:�R�U�G�V���W�K�H�\�D�U�H
�\�H�W�F�R�P�S�R�I�H�G�R�I�/�H�W�W�H�U�V�P�X�F�K�W�K�H�I�D�P�H����

�/�$�6�7�/�<���L�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V�P�R�O�W�R�E�Y�L�R�X�V�W�R�W�K�H�6�H�Q�I�H��
�\�R�X�W�K�L�Q�N���F�D�Q�Q�R�W�E�H�I�R�U�P�¶�G���X�Q�O�H�I�V�\�R�X�P�D�N�H
�W�K�H�L�U�6�H�H�G�V�F�R�Q�¿�L�W�R�I�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�W�K�H�I�D�P�H�L�Q�1�D��
�W�X�U�H���W�K�R�I�H�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�G�H�O�¶�F�U�R�\�¶�G�� �\�R�X�¶�G
�I�H�H�I�R�P�H�6�H�H�G�V�Z�R�X�O�G�ƒ�O�K�D�N�H�W�K�H�L�U�O�L�W�W�O�H�6�L�G�H�V
�Z�L�W�K�/�D�X�J�K�L�Q�J���I�R�P�H�E�H�G�H�Z�W�K�H�L�U�)�D�F�H�Z�L�W�K
�7�H�D�U�V��

�1 �� �Z�� �Z�K�D�W�U�H�P�D�L�Q�V�R�E�I�H�U�Y�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�P�H�F�O�R�I�H��
�,�N�Q�R�Z�P�\ �7�K�H�P�H�L�V�G�D�U�N���E�X�W�W�K�H�J�U�H�D�W�/�R�Y�H
�R�I�3�U�D�L�I�H�S�U�L�F�N�V�R�Q�P�\ �+�H�D�U�W�Z�L�W�K�O�K�D�U�S�H�I�W�6�S�X�U�V��
�D�Q�G�I�W�U�L�N�H�V�P�\ �6�R�X�O�D�W�R�Q�F�H�Z�L�W�K�I�Z�H�H�W�'�H�¿�U�H�R�I
�W�K�H�P�R�O�W�W�X�Q�H�I�X�O�1�L�Q�H���E�\ �W�K�L�V�X�U�J�H�G�R�Q���P�\
�0�L�Q�G�L�Q�5�D�S�W�X�U�H���,�K�D�X�Q�W�W�K�H�0�X�I�H�V�6�H�D�W�V���R�I
�G�L�I�O�L�F�X�O�W�$�F�F�H�I�V���D�Q�G�\�H�W�X�Q�W�U�R�G���,�O�R�Y�H�W�R�D�S��
�S�U�R�D�F�K�W�K�H�S�X�U�H�O�W�6�S�U�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G�W�K�H�Q�F�H�W�R�G�U�D�Z
�O�D�U�J�H�'�U�D�X�J�K�W�V���, �O�R�Y�H�W�R�F�U�R�S�I�U�H�L�K�)�O�R�Z�H�U�V��
�D�Q�G�P�D�N�H�D �Q�R�E�O�H�*�D�U�O�D�Q�G�I�R�U�P�\ �+�H�D�G�� �I�U�R�P
�W�K�H�Q�F�H���Z�K�H�U�H�\�H�W�W�K�H�0�X�I�H�V�Q�H�Y�H�U�E�R�X�Q�G�D�Q�R��
�W�K�H�U�¶�V�7�H�P�S�O�H�V�Z�L�W�K�D �&�U�R�Z�Q�O�L�N�H�P�L�Q�H���$�Q�G
�¿�U�I�W���,�Z�U�L�W�H�R�I�O�R�I�W�\�7�K�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G�3�W�U�L�Y�H�W�R�I�U�H�H
�W�K�H�0�L�Q�G�I�U�R�P�W�K�H�I�H�Y�H�U�H�I�W�%�R�Q�G�V�R�I�Z�K�D�W�0�H�Q
�F�D�O�O�5�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�� �W�K�H�Q�P�\ �9�H�U�I�H�,�I�U�D�P�H�I�R�F�O�H�D�U���D�O��
�W�K�R�¶�P�\ �7�K�H�P�H�E�H�G�D�U�N���I�H�D�I�R�Q�L�Q�J�P�\ �/�L�Q�H�V
�Z�L�W�K�W�K�H�3�R�H�W�L�F�6�Z�H�H�W�V�R�I�)�D�Q�F�\���D�Q�G�5�H�D�I�R�Q

�„ �6�R�P�H�O�D�W�H�3�K�L�O�R�I�R�S�K�H�U�V�I�H�H�P�D�W�O�H�D�L�O���W�R�I�D�Y�R�X�U�W�K�L�V�R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q
�R�I�$�X�D�[�D�J�R�U�D�V���Z�K�H�Q�W�K�H�\�D�O�I�H�U�W���W�K�D�W�W�K�H�I�H�$�L�I�H�p�W�L�R�Q�V�G�R�L�Q��
�G�H�H�G���L�Q�I�R�P�H�I�R�U�W���S�U�]�H�H�[�L�L�W�L�Q�W�K�H�(�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���W�K�R�¶�Q�R�W�L�Q�W�K�H
�I�D�P�H�P�D�Q�Q�H�U�D�V�L�Q�0�D�Q�� �B �B

�-�X�O�W�L�¿�H�V



j$ T. Lucretii Lib. I

Id quoque enim non ab ulla ratione videtur

:

Sed veluti Pueris abfinthia tetra medentes 925
Cumdare conantur, prius or as pocula circum

Contingunt mellis dulci flavoque liquor e$

lit Puerorum atas improvida ludijicetur

Labrorum tenus, inter eaperpotet amarum

Abfinthi laticem , deceptaque non capiatur, 940
Sed po tius tali faff recreata valefcat :

Sic ego nunc, quoniam hac Ratio plerumque videtur

<Triftior ejffe, quibus non eft tratlata, retroque

Valgus abhorret ab hac, volui tibi fuaviloquenti

Carmine Pierio Rationem exporter e nqftram y 945
Et quafi Muftco dulci contingere melle 7

Si tibi forte animum tali ratione tenere

Verfibus in noftris poJfem 9 dum perfpicis omnem

Naturamrerum, qua conftet compta figura.

Sed quoniam docui, Solidiffima Material 950
Corpora per petub volitare invicla per *evum

Nunc age Summal ecquanamjit finis eorum,

Necnefit, evohamus: item, quod Inane repertum 9

ft

Seu locus, ac fpatium, res in quo quaque genantur,

Pervideamus utrum finitum funditus Omne 955
Conftet, an Immenfumpateatveladufqueprofundumt

Omnequod eft, igitur, nulla regione viarum

Finitum ft : namque Extremum debebat habere.

Extremumporro nullius pojfe videtur

EJfe, nifi ultra fit quod finiat, utvideatur, 960
g)ub non longius hac fenfus naturafequatur.

Nunc

�7�� �/�X�F�D�D�U�W�W�/�������� �,
�,�G�T�X�D�T�X�H�H�Q�L�P�Q�R�Q�D�Q�X�O�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�H�X�L�G�H�W�X�U�� ��
�6�H�G�X�H�O�X�W�L�3�X�H�U�L�V�D�D�¿�Q�W�O�D�L�D�W�H�W�U�D�P�H�G�H�Q�W�H�V������
�&�X�P�G�D�U�H�H�R�Q�D�Q�W�X�U���S�U�L�X�V�R�U�D�V�S�R�H�X�O�D�H�L�U�H�X�P
�&�R�Q�W�L�Q�J�X�Q�W�P�H�O�O�L�V�G�X�O�H�L�À�D�W�]�R�T�X�H�O�L�T�X�D�U�H��
�8�W�3�X�H�U�R�U�X�P�D�W�D�V�L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�G�D�O�X�G�L�¿�H�H�W�X�U
�/�D�D�U�R�U�X�P�W�H�Q�X�V���L�Q�W�H�U�H�D�S�H�U�S�R�W�H�W�D�P�D�U�X�P
���������O�Q�W�O�R�L�O�D�W�L�U�H�U�Q�� �G�H�H�H�S�W�D�T�X�H�Q�D�Q�H�D�S�L�D�W�X�U��������
�6�H�G�S�R�W�L�X�V�W�D�O�L�I�D�W�W�D�U�H�H�U�H�D�W�D���R�D�O�H�I�F�D�W��
�6�L�F�H�J�R�Q�X�Q�H���T�X�R�Q�L�D�P�O�D�D�H�5�D�W�L�R�S�O�H�U�X�P�T�X�H�X�L�G�H�W�X�U
�H�P���Q�X�ª�#�������ª�� �T�X�L�D�X�V�Q�R�Q�H�M�L�W�U�D�W�W�D�W�D���U�H�W�U�R�T�X�H
�9�R�O�J�X�V�D�R�E�R�U�U�H�W�D�W�O�L�D�U���X�R�O�X�L�D�Q�I�X�D�Y�L�O�R�T�X�H�Q�W�L
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�6�L�W�L�D�L�I�D�U�W�p�D�Q�L�P�X�P�W�D�O�L�U�D�W�L�D�Q�H�W�H�Q�H�U�H
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juftifies the Method. For as the Phyficians, when
they would prevail on Children to take down a

bitter Draught of Wormwood, firft tinge the

Edges of the Cup, that fo the Childrens unfuf-

pe&ing Age may be deceiv'd, at lead their Lips,

and take the bitter Juice, thus harmlefly betrayed,

but not abufed, they have their Health reitored

:

So I, becaufe thisSyftem feems fevere and harm,

to fuch who have not yet difcern'd its Truth,

and the common Herd are utterly averfe to this

Philofophy, I thought it fit to mew thefe rigid

Principles in Verfe fmooth and alluring, and
tinge them, as it were, with fweet Poetic Ho-
ney, thus to charm thy Mind with my foft Num-
bers, till you view the Nature of All Things
clearly, and perceive the Figure and the Order
they difplay.

But lince I taught the Principles of Matter
are folid, are eternal, ever-moving, nor are de-

flroy'd ; now, come, let us enquire, whether
they have an End, or are by Nature infinite :

and fince we have found a Void ox Place, or Space
in which all Things are mov'd, let us now fee

whether the Univerfe, made up of Void and Bo-
dy, be circumfcrib'd, or does to a profound Im-
menfity extend.

This d All, therefore, does not admit of
Bounds ; for if it did, then it muil have fome-
thing Extreme : Now, no Extreme can be, un-

~

lefs it lies beyond thofe Things whofe Bounds,
or whofe Extreme it is, from whence they may
be feen, and beyond which our Faculty of Sight

can reach no further. Now fince we mud own,

d Whatever is finite has an Extreme, but whatever has an
Extreme may be feen by what is without or beyond it. Now
the Univerfe, or the All, is not feen by any Thing that is be-
yond it ; therefore the Univerfe has no Extreme.

that
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Nunc extra Summamquoniam nihil ejfe fatendum 'ft ^

Non habet Extremum : caret ergo fine, modoque :

Nee refert quibus affiftas regionibus ejus,

Ufque adeo quern qui/que locum pojfidit, inomneis $6$
Tantundem parteis infinitum Omne relinquit.

Prat ere a, Jijamfinitum confiituatur

Omnequod eft fpatium, ft quis procurrat ad or as

Ultimm extremas, jaciatque volatile telum,

Id validis utrum contortum viribus ire 970
Quo fuerit mijj'um mavis, longeque volar e,

Anprohibere aliquid cenfes, obftareque pojfe ?

Alter utrum fat ear is enim, fummafque necejfe 'ft,

Quorum utrumque tibi effugium pracludit, & Omne

Cogit ut exempt a c once das fine pat ere. gy$
Namfive eft aliquid, quod prohib eat, officiatque

Quo minu' quo mijfum 'ft veniat, finique locetfe,

Sive for as fertur, non eft eafin? profeclo.

Hoc patio fequar, atque or as ubicunque locaris

Extremas, quaram quid Telo denique fiat. 980
Fiet uti nufquam poffit confift ere finis:

Effugiumque fuga prolatet copiafemper.

Prat ere a fpatium Summal totius omne

Undiquefi inclufum certis confift eret oris^
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�X�P���¿�T�X�L�V�S�U�R�F�X�U�P�]�µ�G�G�R�P��
�8�O�]�O�P�X�V�H�[�W�U�H�P�X�V���M�X�F�L�G�W�T�X�H�Y�R�O�D�W�L�O�H�L�H�O�X�P��
�,�G�Z�]�O�L�G�L�V�X�W�U�L�P�]�F���P�µ���U�]�µ�X�P�Y�O�U�L�¿�X�V�L�U�H ������
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1

that nought can be beyond the All, this All has

therefore no Extreme, it has no End, no Bounds

;

nor does it fignify what Spot of this great All

you fland upon ; for on what Part foever yod are

fix'd, you have a wide and infinite Space around
you every way.

But if this wide Extent of Space be finite and
circumfcrib'd, let a Man ftand upon the utmoft
Verge, and from thence throw a e Dart, whether
you choofe this Dart, with mighty Force thus

caft, mould reach the Mark defign'd, and fly

fwift on, or whether you think that fomething
ihould hinder or oppofe its Flight, and one of
thefe you muft confefs ; now either way you are

caught, and can't efcape : You are fore'd to own
this All lies wide extended without Bounds. For
whether there be fomething that does hinder and
flop its Flight, fo that it cannot reach the Mark
defign'd, and there reft ftill and fix'd ; or whe-
ther it flies forward, there this End you cannot
fix: for if it flops, then fomething mud lie be-

yond the utmoft Verge; and if it flies, there is a
Space beyond the extremeft Brink. And thus I

follow clofe; and wherefoe'er you place the ex-

tremeft Bounds, I ftill demand what comes of
your Dart ? So that no Bounds can any where be
fixed, but Space immenfe will always give a
PafTage to its Flight.

Besides, were this All's extended Space fhut

tip by certain Bounds on every Side, and was by

e Suppofe the Univerfe be finite, and let a Man be placed

on the extremeft Verge of it, and ftrive to throw a Dart, ei-

ther the Dart will fly forward, or fomething will flop it ; if it

flies forward, there is a Space beyond the extremeft Brink ; if

it be ftopt by any Thing, there mult be Something without
the utmoft Part.

Vol, I. G Nature
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$2 T. Lucretii Lib. I.

Finitumque foret^ jam copia Material 985
Undique ponderibus folidis confluxet ad Imum ;

Nee res ulla geni fub cceli tegmine poffet

:

Nee for et omnino Caelum^ neque lumina Soils:

Quippe ubi materies omnis cumulatajaceret

Ex infiniiojam tempore fubjidendo 990
At nunc nimirum requies data Principiorum

Corporibus 7tulla 'ft : quia nil eft funditus Imumy

Quo quafi confluere^ &fedes ubi ponere poffint

;

Semper & affiduo moiu res quaque genuntur

Partibus in cuncliSj <eternaque fuppeditantur 995
Ex Infinito cita corpora Materia'i.

Poftremb ante oculos rem resfinire videtur,

Aer dijjepit Colleis, atque Aer a Monies ;

Terra Mare^ & contra Mare Terras terminat om-

neis.

Omnequidem verb nihil eft quod finiat extra: 1000

Eft igitur natura loci^ fpatiumque profundi^

Quod neque clara fuo perc urrerefiumina curfu

Perpetuo poffint <evi labentia traffiu

:

Nee prorfum facer e^ ut reftet minus ire 9 meando

:

Ufque adeo paffm patet ingens copia rebus , 1005

Finibus exempt is in cunclas undique par teis.
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Bo o k I. Of the Nature of Things.. 8 3
Nature finite, then this

f Mafs of Matter, prefs'd

by its folic! Weight, had long ere now funk to

the loweft Place, and therefore Nothing under
the Vault of Heaven could have a Being, nor
could there be Heavens at all, or the Sun's Light.
For then the Seeds of Things that had been fink-

ing from all Eternity, would in Confufion lie on
Heaps ; but now the Principles of Bodies having
no Reft at all, are ever moving, becaufe there's

no fuch Thing as loweft Place, to which they may
defcend, no fix'd Abode where they mould reft

;

but Things are ever carried by Motion never-end-
ing, through every Part of this vaft All, from
whence the active Seeds of Things arife, and are

eternally fupplied.

Further 5
, we fee one Thing bounds

in another ; the Air bounds in the Hills, the.

Hills the Air, the Earth {huts up the Sea, and
then again the Sea furrounds the Earth ; but this

Great All Nothing exterior to it Mf can bind.

For the Nature of this Place, this empty Space,
is fuch, that Rivers of the fwifteft Stream, were
they to run for Ages infinite, with a perpetual

Current, could not run through it, or ever by
their running prove they had lefs of their Courfe
to run ; fo vaftly wide this mighty Space of
Things extended lies on all Sides, every way,
without all Bounds.

f If the Univerfe were finite, in that finite Space there

would be fome loweft Place, to which Matter that by its natu-

ral Gravity had been finking from all Eternity, would have
funk down and relied. And thus it would have happened long-

ago, that the univerfal Matter having readied the Ivweft
Place, would from that Time have generated Nothing ; for

Nothing can proceed from Seeds that are at Reft.

s There can be Nothing exterior to the Univerfe that can

be its Bound, fince that very Thing that is exterior to it is a
Part of it ; for the Univqrfe contains All that is,

G 2 Be-
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�)�R�U�W�K�H�Q�W�K�H�6�H�H�G�V�R�I�7�K�L�Q�J�V�W�K�D�W�K�D�G�E�H�H�Q�¿�Q�N��
�L�Q�J�I�U�R�P�D�O�O�(�W�H�U�Q�L�W�\���Z�R�X�O�G�L�Q�&�R�Q�I�X�¿�R�Q�O�L�H�µ�R�Q
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�G�H�I�F�H�Q�G���Q�R�¿�[�¶�G�$�E�R�G�H�Z�K�H�U�H�W�K�H�\�I�K�R�X�O�G�U�H�I�W��
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�3�D�U�W�R�I�L�W�� �I�R�U�W�K�H�8�Q�L�Y�H�U�I�H�F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�V�$�O�O�W�K�D�W�L�V��

�* �� �� �%�(��

�B����



84 T. LucRETir Lib. I.

Ipfa modumporro fibi rerutn Summapar are

Ne pojfit, Natura tenet : quia Corpus Inani^

Et quod Inane autem 'y?, finiri Corpore cogit

:

Utjic al terms Infinita omnia reddat. 1010

Aut etiam y alterutrum nifi t ermine t alterum eorum^ '

Simplice natura £5? pateat tantum Immoderatum

:

Nee Mare^ nee Melius, nee Cceli lucida templa,

Nee Mor tale genus y nee Divum corpora fantla

Exiguum pojfent horai fiftere tempus, i o 1

5

Namdifpulfafuo de ccetu Material

Copia ferretur magnumper Inane foluta.

Sive adeopotius nunquam concreta credjjet

Ullam rem> quoniam cogi disjefta nequijfet.

Namcerte neque confilio primordia rerum 1020

Ordine fe quaque, atquefagaci mente locdrunt

;

38??

�7�� �/�X�F�D�D�U�U�U�U�/������ �,��
���@�����
�D�P�R�G�X�P�S�R�U�U�R�R�Q�U�H�U�X�P�6�X�P�P�D�S�D�U�D�U�H�B

�1�H�S�R�À�L�L�µ���1�D�W�X�U�D�W�H�Q�H�W�� �T�X�L�D�&�R�U�S�X�V�,�Q�D�Q�L��
�(�� �T�X�D�G�,�Q�D�Q�H�D�X�W�H�P�¶�I�L���I�L�Q�L�U�L�&�R�U�S�R�U�H�F�R�J�L�W��
�8�L�¿�R�D�O�W�H�U�Q�L�V�,�Q�¿�Q�L�L�D�R�P�Q�L�D�U�D�G�G�D�]�µ�� ��������
�À�D�W�H�U�L�D�P���D�O�U�H�U�X�W�U�X�P�Q�J�O�L�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�]�µ�D�O�W�H�U�X�P�H�R�U�X�P��

�� �V

�6�L�P�S�O�L�H�H�Q�D�U�X�U�D�…���¶�S�D�W�H�D�W�U�D�Q�W�X�P�,�P�P�R�G�H�U�D�W�X�P�� �

�1�H�H�0�D�U�H���Q�H�H�7�H�O�O�X�V���Q�H�H�&�D�O�L�O�X�F�L�G�D�W�H�P�S�O�D��
�1�H�H�0�R�U�L�D�O�H�J�H�Q�X�V���Q�H�H�'�L�Q�G�P�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�I�D�Q�R�O�D
�(�[�L�J�X�X�P�S�R�À�H�Q�]�K�R�U�D�L�¿�À�H�U�H�W�H�P�S�X�U�� ���� �,��
�1�D�P�G�L���O�D�X�O���µ�D�I�X�D�G�R�F�L�H�W�X�0�D�W�H���
�L�D�L
�&�R�S�L�D�I�H�U�U�H�W�X�U�P�D�J�Q�X�P�S�H�U�,�Q�D�Q�H�I�R�O�X�W�D�� �L
�6�L�Q�H�D�G�H�D�S�R�W�L�X�V�Q�X�Q�T�X�D�P�F�R�Q�H�U�H�W�D�H�U�H�D�À�H�W
�8�O�O�D�P�U�H�P���T�X�R�Q�L�D�P�F�R�J�L�G�L�V�M�H�À�D�Q�H�T�X�L�À�H�L��
�1�D�P�H�H�U�L�H�Q�H�T�X�H�R�R�L�P�O�L�R�S�U�L�P�R�U�G�L�D�U�H�U�X�P ��������
�2�U�G�L�Q�H�I�H�T�X�D�T�X�H���D�W�T�X�H���=�]�J�D�H�L�P�H�P�H�O�R�F�G�U�X�Q�W��
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